Mat bosses

Six local wrestlers won titles at
the state meet, and the Tigers
nearly did as a team. See Page 1B.

Love and war Top youth
Chris Bohjalian’s 25th novel
sets a romance in a time of great
conflict. See Arts + Leisure.

A VUHS senior has been picked
as the Boys and Girls Club’s
Youth of the Year. See Page 7B.
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A year later, almost all county school budgets pass

ACSD plan OK'd in landslide

By JOHN FLOWERS

Buoyed by good news on
projected  education  property
tax rates, a majority of Addison
County residents supported their
local school budgets on Town
Meeting Day.

Addison Central School District
residents on Tuesday voted
1,797 to 485 in favor of a fiscal
year 2026 pre-K-12 budget of

ACSD board
to welcome
new faces

Venable-Novak and
Makleff make the cut

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Addison
Central School District voters on
Tuesday decided a five-person
race for three of Middlebury’s
seven seats on the ACSD board,
choosing Jess Venable-Novak,
Ron Makleff and incumbent
Steve Orzech to fill those three-
year spots.

Venable-Novak, with 1,434
tallies, was the top vote-getter,
followed by Makleff with 1,152,
and Orzech with 860.

Incumbent Brian Bauer and
first-time candidate Vance Bishop
finished out of the running with
835 and 748 tallies, respectively.

In uncontested ACSD
elections, Steve Cash (1,701
tallies) will represent Ripton on
the board (succeeding former
member Joanna Doria), and
Jamie McCallum (1,747) was
returned to a second consecutive
term.

All ACSD seats were voted
at-large in the district-member
towns of Bridport, Cornwall,
Middlebury, Ripton, Salisbury,
Shoreham and Weybridge.

The ACSD election and budget
results were not available for

(See ACSD board, Page 164)

By the way

Remember that extra hour of
sleep you got back in November?
Get ready to give it back this
Sunday, March 9. At 2 a.m. that
day, clocks move forward to 3
a.m. to reflect Daylight Saving
Time. This means getting up for
work during the ensuing week will
be more aggravating than usual,

until your body adjusts.
The  twice-per-year
ritual of “fall back,
spring forward” will
continue until federal
lawmakers decide

(See By the way, Page 184)
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$51,719,284 that reflects a 2%
bump in overall budget growth,
but a 6.2% decrease in per-pupil
spending. That’s expected to help
reduce ACSD member-towns’
education property tax rates by a
range of 5% in Cornwall to 48%
in Bridport.

Meanwhile spending plans in
the Bristol-area Mount Abe district

(See ACSD, Page 164)

$35M approved in MAUSD

By MARIN HOWELL

BRISTOL — Voters in the
Mount Abraham Unified School
District on Town Meeting Day
decisively approved a $34,894,443
fiscal year 2026 budget. They
voted in favor of the spending
plan, 1,280-596.

The approved FY’26 budget
reflects a decrease in total
spending of $486,753, or 1.38%,

from the current year. District
officials anticipate the spending
plan will translate to a decrease in
school taxes ranging from 0.55%
to 9.26% in the district’s member
towns of Bristol, Monkton, New
Haven and Starksboro.

The positive vote comes a year
after voters in the MAUSD twice
shot down spending proposals last

(See MAUSD, Page 174)

ANWSD budget wins big

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Residents
in the five Addison Northwest

School District communities on
Tuesday solidly backed a $27.653
million budget proposal to provide
education for students in the coming
school year.

The three ANWSD schools are
Vergennes Union High School,
Vergennes  Union  Elementary

School, and Ferrisburgh Central
School.

In commingled balloting,
residents of Addison, Ferrisburgh,
Panton, Vergennes and Waltham
supported the ANWSD board’s
spending plan by 1,082-667, or
about 62-38%.

In a Wednesday morning email
announcing the results, ANWSD
(See ANWSD budget, Page 174)

area towns on Pages 9A-15A.

First Tuesday in March

TOWN MEETING DAY in Vermont is such a big deal that it is spread over several
days in Addison County. Clockwise from top left, Lou McLaren asks a question about
military pensions at Ferrisburgh’s town meeting on Saturday; Assistant Fire Chief
Bob Howard at Monkton’s Saturday meeting describes the new truck being purchased
this year; Hancock resident Samantha Sheehan frames her question during Tuesday
morning’s town meeting; and Lincoln resident Christie Sumner casts a paper ballot
during her town’s Monday evening meeting. Read Town Meeting recaps from all 24

Photos by Steve James, Buzz Kuhns and Marin Howell

Packed Bristol library

race results in a tie

By MARIN HOWELL

BRISTOL — Bristol voters
could soon weigh in again on who
they’d like to fill an open seat on
the Lawrence Memorial Library
Board of Trustees after a contested
race for two, two-year terms on
the board ended in a tie for second
place on Town Meeting Day.

Audrey Beckwith and write-
in candidate Peter Hewitt both
received 253 votes for one of the
seats. Elizabeth Guilbeault was the
top vote-getter in the contest for
the two, two-year terms, earning
406 votes. Jill Danyow (139 votes)
and Ashley “Boots,” Bennett (73

(See Bristol library, Page 174)

Ripton school fails in bid to
attract enough young pupils

By JOHN FLOWERS

RIPTON — An 1lth-hour
bid to preserve kindergarten
and l1st-grade education at tiny
Ripton Elementary School (RES)
suffered a big setback on Monday.
Addison Central School District

Superintendent Wendy Baker that

day announced that not enough

out-of-town families had accepted

an invitation to join RES’s K/I

class this fall to achieve the

district’s new class-size policy
(See Ripton, Page 184)

Midd OKs $49.5M sewer bond

Project nets resounding 1,021-134 endorsement at polls

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury
residents on Tuesday voted
overwhelming in favor of three
public works-related bond
proposals, the centerpiece of which
was a proposed $49.5 million
upgrade of the town’s 24-year-
old wastewater treatment plant
(WWTP) at 243 Industrial Ave.

The WWTP bond referendum
passed 1,021-134. The vote sends
a positive signal to prospective
grantors and lenders, whom the
town will aggressively court,
to potentially lower the cost to
wastewater ratepayers.

Middlebury Director of
Engineering Emmalee Cherington
was  pleased with  voters’
willingness to endorse not only
the WWTP project, but two other

SUPERINTENDENT
JEREMY RATHBUN

requests that were featured on
Tuesday’s ballot: $2 million in
proposed improvements to the

municipal water pump station off
Rogers Road (passed, 1,022-106),
and a $1 million plan to install a
stormwater treatment system for
the Adams Acres subdivision,
which was approved by a 985-138
margin.

“l am so thankful that our
community supported these three
bond votes,” Cherington said.
“We have been working hard to
communicate the importance of
these measures, and the effort
clearly paid off. I am also grateful
to our team of coworkers and
engineers that have helped us
through this process.”

The  Independent  detailed
the problems — and proposed
solutions — to Middlebury’s
WWTP in a Feb. 20 article.

(See Sewer bond, Page 184)
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SALLY TAYLOR OF Lincoln refers to her town report while asking the selectboard a question at the town’s annual meeting on Monday evening in Burnham
Hall. The gathering attracted over 100 voters, who met for more than five hours and engaged in lively discussion on several articles.

Independent photo/Marin Howell

Lincoln weighs the future of Town Meeting

By MARIN HOWELL

LINCOLN — There were
several articles on Lincoln’s town
meeting warning that generated
lively discussion at Monday’s
annual gathering in Burnham
Hall. But one in particular
seemed to get at the

they stood on one or the other
side of the issue, others seemed
to land somewhere in the middle.

“Given what we’ve Dbeen
through tonight, at least the people
who were here had a chance to
make some amendments to the

heart of the town
meeting tradition
and why Vermonters
continue to practice
the centuries-old
exercise in local
democracy.

That was Article

“Democracy is
messy, and that’s
what I love about
town meeting.”

— Sally Baldwin

financials,” Sally
Taylor said. “If we
go to Australian
ballot, which
hopefully would

get more people to
vote, we will not
have that privilege
at all...for me it’s a

9, which asked

Lincoln voters whether the town
should move to voting on all
money articles by Australian
ballot beginning next year. While
several residents expressed why

bit of a dilemma; do

we want more people to vote ,or

do we want to have a say in the
financials?”

Sally Baldwin was among

those who raised concerns about

Town also has school spending

By MARIN HOWELL
LINCOLN —  About
halfway through Lincoln’s

town meeting Monday night,
the gathering recessed to hold
the Lincoln School District
annual meeting.

During that gathering, voters
agreed to allow district officials
to transfer up to $380,000 of
the school’s audited surplus
funds to the Education Reserve
Fund. District officials expect
a surplus of $481,173.55, and
the proposed FY’26 budget
accounts for applying $100,000
of the surplus to offset taxes for
the upcoming year.

Superintendent Amy Cole
explained the large surplus was
from the district’s first year of
operation and largely due to
more revenue coming in than
expected.

“This is a very unusual
situation where in the first year
of a district, excess revenue
came in that was unanticipated,
even some of it showed up
in January while we were in
the middle of the year,” Cole
said. “We’ve already done a
budget to actual; we feel like
our expenses, the operating
budgets we’re putting forward,
we’re actually staying within

those expenses. We believe
this is a one-time thing, and
it’s a chance to set up a savings
account for our district.”
Voters also considered a
$5,179,244.76 spending plan
for the 2025-2026 school year,
an increase of 5.1% over the
current year. Town officials
estimate the spending plan
would translate to a homestead
tax rate decrease of 20.8 cents,
or 16.4%. Residents that pay
education taxes based on their
income are expected to see a
decrease of around 20%.

After some  discussion,
voters approved the proposed
spending plan.

Article 8 of the district’s
annual meeting warning asked
voters if the district should
adopt its budget by Australian
ballot beginning next year.

Some voters spoke in favor
of the move, saying more
voters should weigh in on the
large spending proposal.

“I don’t feel it is fair for now
80 people to make that decision
with that much money when
there are 1,000 voters in this
town,” Matt Atkins said.

There was more discussion,
and voters ultimately decided
to table the article, 48-35.

moving to Australian ballot
voting.

“That’s something to consider
when people vote, is that it’s
basically going to put town
meeting out of business, and
that’s a Vermont tradition that
has blown me away since I
first moved here,” she said.
“Democracy is messy, and that’s
what I love about town meeting.”

Multiple  residents  voiced
support for the measure, saying
more voters should be fielding
town spending requests.

“l agree democracy is
important, which is why I really
support moving this to Australian
ballot so that the other 700 people
who aren’t here right now have a
voice as well,” Chris Nezin said.

Jonathan Johnson was among
voters in support of exploring a
hybrid model that would gather
voters for a town meeting in
January to weigh in on articles
that would be voted on by
Australian ballot in March.

“I like the process even if I
don’t always like the outcome,”
Johnson said of town meeting.

Ultimately, residents voted by
division of the house in favor of
tabling the article, 85-48.
TOWN SPENDING

More than 100 Lincoln
residents turned out for Monday’s
meeting, which lasted more than
five hours and ended at around
11 p.m. A good portion of the
evening was devoted to the
Lincoln School District’s annual
meeting.

Voters at the meeting fielded
several town spending requests,
including a general fund budget
of  $672,065 (an increase
of 7.8%) and $1,157,856 in
highway spending (6.5%) for the
upcoming fiscal year.

Selectboard  member Ken
Stockman pointed to some of
the drivers behind the increases,
which included wages for town
employees.  Stockman noted
the town now has a full-time
highway department made up of
three full-time employees and
one part-time worker.

“We’ve gone from one full-
time worker and a bunch of a
contractors,” he explained. “The
great news here in terms of

savings is that we’re finding them
being able to do our maintenance
in house now. We have fewer
contractors doing things like
plowing, and we’ve got much
more efficient operations.”

After some discussion, Lincoln
voters approved both the highway
and general fund budgets by
voice vote.

Later that meeting, residents
approved 28 voted appropriations
to local organizations totaling
$153,390, including $44,000 for
the Lincoln Library and $56,000
for the Lincoln Volunteer Fire
Company.

Town officials expect the
tax impact of approving all the
monetary articles on the warning
would resukt in a 0.8% decrease
in the municipal tax rate.

TOWN CLERK SALARY

Voters spent about an hour on
Article 7, which asked voters to
authorize the town clerk’s salary
to be raised by $10,123, plus
$1,382 in associated taxes and
benefits.

Town Clerk Sally Ober
explained the request was
intended to bring her salary in line
with the actual number of hours
she works, which was previously
assumed to be an average of 34
hours a week and is actually 40.
Adopting the article would shake
out to a new pay rate of around
$28.20/hour, town officials said.

A paper ballot was requested,
and then one Lincoln resident
moved to amend the article to
raise the town clerk’s salary by
$14,636.60 — doing so would
bring the hourly pay rate up to
$30.37/hour, the average Vermont
town clerk’s salary according to
town officials’ presentation.

A Lincoln resident called the
question and another paper ballot
was requested to vote on the
amendment, which ultimately
passed, 84-56.

In the end, voters agreed to
raise the town clerk’s salary by
the amended amount, 107-36.
The crowd erupted in hearty
applause and cheers after the
article passed.

Lincoln residents on Monday
passed Article 8, which asked
if the town should eliminate the

(See Lincoln, Page 34)

Ripton, College ink 10-year deal

By JOHN FLOWERS

RIPTON —  Middlebury
College and the town of Ripton
have negotiated a new payment in
lieu of taxes (PILOT) agreement
through which the institution will
pay the municipality more than
$218,000 during each of the next
10 years, in recognition of its
nontaxable holdings in the small
mountain town.

Ripton and the college have
been negotiating these voluntary
PILOT pacts since around 1961,
according to language in the latest
agreement, which will run through
fiscal year 2034. As a nonprofit
institution of higher learning,
Middlebury College is legally
exempted from paying property
taxes on land and buildings
that contribute directly to its
educational mission.

At the same time, the college
pays property taxes on its holdings
that don’t play a direct role in that
mission.

Middlebury College currently
owns 2,308 acres in Ripton —
roughly 7% of the town’s total
acreage, according to longtime
Ripton Selectperson Laurie Cox.

Its assets in Ripton include the
Bread Loaf campus off Route
125. Left to the institution in
1915 by Joseph Battell, the Bread
Loaf campus includes an 1861
Victorian inn, an adjacent barn,
residence halls, a library and a
theater building. Bread Loaf in
1920 became home to the college’s
Summer School of English and,
since 1926, of its summer Writers’
Conference.

Cox has been part of the town’s
negotiating team since joining
the Ripton selectboard 39 years
ago. She recalled being part of
a big turnover on the board, and
all three members were keen
on reexamining an accord that
she said called for fairly modest
compensation at the time.

“The negotiations have been
relatively cordial after that first
one, where we all found our
footing,” Cox said. “I think (the
agreements) have worked out
well for everyone involved. The
college wants to have the town
functioning, they want to have
the fire department, the roads.
We don’t maintain Route 125,
but there are some things they’re
dependent on us for, and we
certainly don’t mind (the college)
being part of our town. They’re
here, just like everybody else is
here. It seemed appropriate they
kick in a share.”

The previous PILOT deal called
for escalating annual payments
to Ripton with a base of around
$157,000, with local children
receiving free ski lessons at the
college-owned Snowbowl and
Rikert Outdoor Center.

Major provisions of the latest
10-year agreement include:

* An annual payment that’s
adjusted annually by taking the
previous year’s payment (in this
case, $218,613) and “multiplying
it by the municipal tax rate of
the then-current year, divided
by the municipal tax rate of the
immediately prior year, except in
the case of a townwide reappraisal,
in which case the payment will
be adjusted by the percentage
change in the municipal taxes to
be collected.”

* An extension of the free ski
lessons for Ripton schoolchildren
at the Snowbowl and Rikert.

* A commitment by the college
to mitigate the impact of any
potential  future  development
projects in town, with a promise to
underwrite its share of municipal
infrastructure upgrades to serve
new college development.

“This continues the decades-
long, mutually beneficial
agreement between the town and

(See PILOT deal, Page 34)

Half a century

MIKE AUDET, THE Orwell town moderator for the past 47
years, holds a commemorative trophy presented to him after he
wrapped up his final town meeting on Tuesday. He is joined by
his wife Jean Audet on his left, their sons Jonathan on the right
and Jeremy on the left, and grandchildren Maria and Ethan. He
received a standing ovation and gave a short speech of how he
became the moderator his first year.

Independent photo/Sean Dougherty
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Ex-Sheriff Peter Newton pleads guilty | incoln

By KLARA BAUTERS,
VTDigger.org

BURLINGTON Former
Addison County Sheriff Peter
Newton, accused in 2022 of
sexually assaulting and unlawfully
restraining a woman, pleaded
guilty to lesser charges of lewd
and lascivious conduct and simple
assault during a court appearance
on Jan. 24.

During the proceedings, Judge

John Pacht stated that Newton
was charged with intentionally
engaging in behavior that was
“open and gross” as well as “lewd
and lascivious,” with the intent of
sexual gratification.

Newton had been accused of
sexually assaulting, physically
assaulting and unlawfully
restraining a woman he knew
in February 2022 while he was
sheriff. He was first elected as

FORMER ADDISON COUNTY Sheriff Peter Newton appears for a
change of plea hearing in Chittenden County Superior criminal court

in Burlington on Jan. 24.

Photo by Glenn Russell/VTDigger

sheriff in 2018. He declined to run
for reelection in 2022.

At least two Addison County
towns and numerous public
officials asked Newton to resign at
the time of his arrest, but lawmakers
didn’t take on the arduous task of
removing him from office.

For the lewd and lascivious
conduct charge, Newton would
receive a deferred sentence with
probation for two years, and if
completed successfully, the charge
would be expunged. For the simple
assault, he would face a suspended
sentence of six to 12 months with
two years of probation, according
to the terms of the plea agreement
that was filed earlier in January.

The judge deferred acceptance
of the plea, ordering a pre-sentence
investigation and a psychosexual
evaluation, including a screening
to determine if Newton needed
alcohol or mental health
counseling.

“Deferred sentence can either be
a really good deal for a defendant,
or perhaps not such a good deal for
a defendant, that really depends on
how well someone does during the
two-year period of probation,” the
judge said.

Newton must also complete
a 26-week domestic violence
counseling program, refrain from
owning firearms or other deadly
weapons, and is prohibited from
working as a law enforcement
officer under conditions of the
agreement.

Voters OK Mt. Abe roof project funds

By MARIN HOWELL

BRISTOL — Bristol-area voters
on Tuesday agreed to allow the
Mount Abraham Unified School
District to use up to $1.04 million
from its Capital Reserve Fund to
help pay for replacing Mount
Abraham Union High School’s
roof.

Residents in the MAUSD
member towns of  Bristol,
Monkton, New Haven and

Starksboro voted in support of the
request by a 1,518-357 margin.

District officials have pointed to
a few reasons behind the request
to transfer funds for the project
from MAUSD’s Capital Reserve
Fund to the general fund. One is
that the roof has exceeded its life
expectancy and needs replacement
to avoid larger and more costly
issues.

Additionally, using money from
the capital reserve fund helps the
MAUSD avoid an aspect of the
excess spending penalty reinstated

by the Legislature last year.

Under the penalty, school
districts that exceed the per-pupil
spending threshold set by the state
will incur an additional tax for the
amount spent over the threshold.
Capital reserve funds older than
five years now count toward a
district’s cost per pupil, as it relates
to the excess spending penalty.

According to the spending
threshold penalty under 24 V.S.A.
§ 2804(b), “If the Agency of
Education determines that any
amount in the reserve fund has
not been used for approved school
capital construction within five
years after deposit into the fund,
then 150% of that amount shall be
added to the district’s education
spending in the then-current year
for purposes of calculating the
excess spending penalty.”

Thus, using the funds to help pay
for the roof project also helps the
district avoid that tax on reserve
funds greater than five years old.

On Town Meeting Day, MAUSD
voters also agreed to put all the
district’s fund balance (audited
at $819,990) into the Capital
Reserve Fund. The district’s
Capital Reserve Fund contained
$1,771,800 as of June 30, 2024.
With voter approval to deposit
the entire fund balance into the
Capital Reserve Fund and transfer
out funds to support the roof
project, district officials estimate
the Capital Reserve Fund’s new
balance would total around $1.5
million.

As for the cost of the roof project,
district officials previously told the
Independent that current estimates
run from $1.4 million for a 20-year
roof to $1.6 million for a 30-year
thermoplastic ~ polyolefin  roof,
“which is a blend of plastic and
rubber with hot air welded seams.”

District officials added they’re
looking to start the project this
summer, with completion prior to
the start of school in the fall.

PILOT deal

(Continued from Page 24)
the college,” said Matt Curran,
the college’s director of business
services.

Ripton, according to Cox,
will continue to use the PILOT
revenue to help bankroll the
town’s operating expenses, just as
it does with property tax revenues.

Cox said the latest agreement
got completed “pretty smoothly,”
once it got into the right
administrative hands.

“No one was having to spend
time and money on lawyers and
other people to make it happen,”
she said.

With the Ripton deal done,
the college will now turn its
attention to forging a new 10-
year PILOT agreement with the
town of Middlebury. The current
pact — which netted the town
$340,000 from the college for
fiscal year 2025 — expired last
summer, though college and town
officials said they’re committed to
renewing.

It should also be noted that
in addition to the yearly PILOT
payment, the college contributes
$600,000 annually toward debt
service on Middlebury’s $16
million Cross Street Bridge

project; is slated in fiscal year
2026 to provide around $304,128
toward debt service on the town’s
municipal building and recreation
center; and pays more than $1
million in annual property taxes on
its holdings that don’t contribute
to its educational mission.

The college is Addison County’s
largest employer and its economic
impact is also felt through
purchases at local businesses
and restaurants, donations to
nonprofits, and in-kind services to
area communities.

John Flowers is at johnfl@
addisonindependent.com.

36 Boardman St.,
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-6718

gstonemotors.com

(Continued from Page 24)
office of lister “and replace it
with a professionally qualified
contracted assessor appointed by
the selectboard.” They also OK’d
a sum of $175,000 for “further
restoration and improvement of
existing Class 2 asphalt surface
town highways,” which would be
deposited in the paving reserve
fund.

Voters also agreed to authorize
a sum of up to $10,000 for
contracted law  enforcement
services. That request has in
recent years been shot down by

Sen. Bernie Sanders
1-800-339-9834
SRC-2 United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
www.sanders.senate.gov

Contact Your U.S. Senators

voters and prompted a lengthy
discussion.

Residents had a lot to say about
the article again on Monday,
with several voters speaking in
support of the request.

“We’ve put in all kinds of speed
limiting signs; nobody obeys
them,” one resident said. “If we
went through all the expense of
putting those in there and try to
get people to slow down, but
without somebody enforcing the
laws in town, they don’t work...
People come through the center
here in town and west Lincoln 40,

Sen. Peter Welch
1-800-642-3193
124 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
https:/www.welch.senate.gov/

email-peter/

45, 50 miles an hour, and it’s only
a matter of time before somebody
gets hurt or killed, God forbid.”

Others raised questions about
what kinds of services the
money would pay for, or voiced
opposition to the idea.

“There’s bad  stuff that
happens in every community, I
guess my concern is adding law
enforcement doesn’t stop the bad
stuff, and it doesn’t improve it
the way we want,” Mike Fisher
said.

The article passed by division
of the house, 37-26.

U.S. Congressman
Rep. Becca Balint
1-888-293-9874
1510 Longworth House Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20515
BalintPress@mail.house.gov.

Addison County’s Hometown Dealer

2149 Rt 7 South,
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-9961

stonecdjr.com
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Editorials

School budgets: What a
difference a year makes!

At Vermont’s Town Meetings last year, voters rejected over 30 school
budgets, about one in three, because of budget increases that averaged
close to 13%. This year, when the average property tax is expected to rise
about 6% or half what it did last year, only nine district budgets (out of 100
reported by mid-day Wednesday) were defeated.

In Addison County, voters overwhelmingly passed school budgets at
ACSD (Middlebury), ANWSD (Vergennes) and MAUSD (Bristol). The
RNESU (Otter Valley) budget passed by just one vote, while the lone
budget defeat was Slate Valley Union (Fair Haven), which includes Orwell.

Chelsea Myers, executive director of the Vermont Superintendents
Association, expressed relief Wednesday morning to VtDigger that so
many communities supported their school budgets, describing the results
as “kind of (reverting) back to normal.”

“We would be having a very different conversation if the results
resembled last year,” she said in an interview covered by Ethan Weinstein.

Which begs the question, are Vermont schools in such a state of crisis
to warrant the draconian reforms touted by the Scott administration? And
let’s define “draconian” here to mean the total loss of local control that
consolidating 100 school districts into five regional mega-districts would
entail.

No matter how much lipstick Gov. Scott and his team try to put on that
consolidated pig, if passed local residents will have a greatly diminished
voice in school affairs. What does that mean specifically? Here are two
plausible examples:

* Class sizes will be determined at the state level and school districts will
be mandated to comply. That means, while the “state” won’t officially force
school closures, they are mandating that district administrations (and those
boards) do it. That’s “big brother” government mandating its will, just via
a “local” board — which in Addison County’s case would be a combined
school district of 34,000 students representing Franklin, Chittenden and
Addison counties. That’s not “local control” by any standard Vermonters
have ever known.

* Team sports and extracurricular activities: While it’s unlikely teams or
popular student activities would be cut at schools early on, such decisions
per individual school would be based a program’s viability countered by
its cost to the district. In a system where cost is the determining factor
(lowering costs is reason Gov. Scott has championed his plan), cost in a
larger district will likely have an upper hand over delivering auxiliary value
to students.

Taxpayers should be careful what they wish for.

This is not to say that structural reform couldn’t improve Vermont’s
educational system, and that there aren’t good aspects to several of the
proposals, but if Vermonters want to maintain a semblance of local control,
they better pay close attention to the proposals advancing in the legislature.
So far, the solutions proposed by the Governor’s office are extreme, while
those proposed by other legislators would still make significant changes to
the status quo.

Considering the outcome of this week’s elections, perhaps legislators
will find less favor for the more drastic recommendations.

Angelo Lynn

If you believe him, you lose

If you managed to watch President Trump’s address to Congress
without blowing a gasket, that either means you fell asleep during the
longest, chest-thumping, rambling rampage of narcissism the nation has
ever witnessed or, like too many congressional Republicans, you’ve either
drunk the Kool-Aid or are too afraid to challenge him.

If you blew a gasket, you had reason just based on the misinformation
and exaggeration that’s typical of most Trump speeches. Many media
outlets provided fact-checks to the speech, of which the New York Times
cited 26, or about one every three and a half minutes.

Here are a few the Times recounted, in order of when he said them:

* He routinely exaggerates his victory over Democrat Kamala Harris.
Trump won the popular vote by 1.5%, the smallest since 2000, and the
fourth smallest since 1960. Biden beat Trump in the popular vote in 2020
by 4% and won the Electoral College 306-232. It’s important to keep
correcting this as Trump’s strategy is to say it so often the public comes to
believe it’s true. What’s true is he has a narrow mandate, just as the House
and Senate have narrow mandates to govern (if they choose to.)

* Trump said he “withdrew from the unfair Paris Climate Accord, which
was costing us trillions of dollars.” False. The Times accurately notes that
each country sets its own commitments under the accord, so it’s imminently
fair. Trump could have unilaterally changed the terms of agreement, as is
allowed. Furthermore, the agreement is nonbinding; there is no mandate
at a set cost. Trump uses inflated cost estimates from industry-reports that
are against the agreement without considering any cost benefits or the
tremendous expense to society from worsening storms, fires and other
environmental consequences.

* Trump’s claim that he “inherited... an economic catastrophe and an
inflation nightmare” is absurd. President Biden presided over a surprisingly
robust economy during his four years and was able to bring high inflation
down to 3% by the end of his term. In the final year of Biden’s presidency,
the Economist called the U.S. economy “the envy of the world,” despite
the fact that what Biden inherited from Trump was a true train wreck with
the highest number of lost jobs since the Great Depression and the nation in
shock due to Trump’s mishandling of the Covid pandemic.

* More importantly, when Trump suggests there is rampant waste in
programs like Social Security, it’s to justify, through misinformation, his
intentions to cut Social Security funding. Claims of funding millions of
people over 100 years old are simply untrue. Several media outlets have
explained the numbers Trump cites as a coding issue due to 70-year-old
computer programming language. When a person’s birth date is not known,
a default date is chosen, often May 20, 1875. An existing government report
explains the default and why those names are in the system, but the Trump
team didn’t bother to read it. The facts are that 98% of the people Trump
cited “have not had earnings reported to the SSA in the past 50 years.”
Again, Trump cites falsehoods like this to justify the cuts he wants to make
in large programs like Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid, so he can
pay for tax cuts to the very rich.

And on and on, Trump’s misinformation rampage goes. If you believe
it, you lose — and so does your neighbor. Read, be informed. The nation’s

future depends on an informed public.
Angelo Lynn
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Townies

going on.

HE’S FOLLOWING ALONG in the town report while she keeps her hands busy with knitting during
Monday evening’s New Haven town meeting. They both seemed to be actively following what was

Independent photo/John S. McCright

Freedom and

I’ve been a proud Vermonter for my entire life. I love
the mountains, valleys, lakes, farms and my family
history going back generations, but perhaps the thing
I love most is our state motto: Freedom and Unity. In
these times of intense division it helps to focus on the
ways we are stronger together.

In January of this year my husband and I were at a
car dealership signing some paperwork on a vehicle
lease and talking with the finance manager when the
alert came on my news app that the new administration
had frozen all federal spending. A

Unity Forever

trips, band, and other extracurriculars. Had she been
to a play at a local high school recently? Amazing! In
first grade I was given extra support to correct a slight
speech impediment and thanks to the taxpayer funded
Speech and Language Pathologist I don’t speak with
a lisp! (Nothing against lisps but brutal with my last
name!).

I could have said how state and federal taxpayers
fund the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board,
which funds the Vermont Land Trust, which conserved

our farm in 2001 and is how we

shocking and deeply unsettling turn
of events happening in our own
country. It prompted a conversation
about society and the future and he
expressed an interest in retreating
from the world, “you know, grow
my own food, hunt, need no one.”

Ways of
Seeing

By Hannah
Sessions

started our cheese business, which
now employs ten local people.
Beyond the economic impact of
our employees on the area, every
pound of cheese exported is money
imported into our local economy.
Multiply our business by one
thousand other small businesses

The irony was not lost on me since
he sat across the desk from us, his
customers, agreeing to a monthly payment for the next
three years, that he, in fact, needed us as a critical piece
of his “thirty acres and independence” plan. When,
exactly, would this “needing no one” plan begin?
Recently I was checking out at a store and the
cashier broke down the bill and remarked on the tax
portion, “They always take their money, don’t they?” It
was a cordial interaction, so I retorted casually, “Well,
I drove here on a road so I appreciate that.” She paused
and said, “Well, that’s true.” I didn’t go on, but I could
have said how the road was safe and plowed. How I got
an education here, how my kids were educated here,
too, and beyond just an education we all had some
remarkable experiences in competitive sports, field

in Addison County and by ten
thousand to represent Cabot and its massive global
reach, and you can comprehend a great return on farm
conservation investment.

Besides contributing essential funds to keep farms
locally owned and independent in the face of constant
out-of-state private acquisition pressures, the Vermont
Land Trust preserves local jobs by ensuring those
properties continue to be farmed. In this way our state
investment supports veterinarians, hardware stores,
grain mills, mechanics and the myriad other businesses
our agricultural economy spawns. Nearly 30% of the
state of Vermont is in some form of conservation, so
when you enjoy local food, a view, a hike, a ski, a

(See Ways of Seeing, Page 54)

Not too old to adapt to new tech

I recently read an article making fun of older people
for stubbornly resisting new technology.

I took offense.

Sure, I panic sometimes. Someone at work will
email me a request that sounds like “Go ahead and
batch the router files to my SSP hub, unless you’ve got
more than 3 gigs of stringpool data,

I did own a cell phone back then, although — don’t
laugh — T used it for phone calls. In the column, in
a tone that sounds downright dowdy to me now, I
questioned why anyone would go through the effort
of typing out a text (pressing the number buttons one,
two, or three times, depending on the desired letter)

when it was so much faster, and

in which case convert the Gauss
packs into TPQRs first.”

My typical response: “No
problem. Or — if it’s easier for
you — I can just print it all out
and drop it off to you in person this
afternoon.”

But I am not, as the article
asserted, fighting new ways of
doing things because of my age.

Around

By Jessie Raymond

more sociable, to call.

Of course, I had spent a good
30% of my youth tethered by a
curly cord to a landline rotary
phone. Back then, hours-long calls
weren’t a means to an end; they
were my passion.

As 1 got older, however, I grew
to value my solitude and now rank
it only slightly below food and

the
bend

Sometimes it just takes me a little
longer to adapt.

As proof of my evolution, I dug up a column I had
written way back in 2012, a time when [ was struggling
with all kinds of innovations.

Back then, the sense of confusion I felt regarding
new technology was exacerbated by the automation of
most — but not all — mechanical items. I recounted
how one time, in the bathroom at a middle-school
girls’ basketball game, I stood waving my hands under
a paper towel dispenser for far too many seconds
before realizing that it was not, in fact, the type with a
sensor. And that all the while, a cluster of teenage girls
had been watching me while stifling giggles.

shelter. Carrying a cell phone meant
that I could be reached at any time, in any place. Ew.

With that lost boundary, and with new touchscreens
that made composing texts easier, [ shifted my “Calling
is more polite” mindset to one of “Why would you
make me have a complete conversation with all the
social niceties when you could have just messaged
me?”

I do, however, still answer phone calls, a quaint
custom of yesteryear unheard of among the younger
folks. And I have learned that when I want to speak to
our kids, I must never, under any circumstances, send
them a text that reads, “Please call me.”

(See Jessie, Page 54)

Letters
to the Editor

Vermont has
enough people

By keeping the population as it
is (or lower), we can maintain our
civility and out sense of community.

Increase housing and apartments
and we lose our agriculture, our
cows, sheep and goat dairies and
farms and our ability to take care of
ourselves, and also local control is
gone.

How do we maintain the beauty
of Vermont and accommodate
climate control when we are over-
populated and depending on more
and more outside resources?

Pat Ullam
Orwell

Act now to save
our democracy

If you care about the health and
education of children ...

If you care about food safety and
clean air...

If you care about farmers getting
paid what they have been promised,
and having honest, hardworking
migrants keeping their farms
going...

If you care about people
dependent on Medicaid and
Medicare for their health continuing
to receive coverage. ..

If you care about cancer and
Alzheimer’s research continuing
(or have ever known anyone with
cancer or Alzheimer’s)...

If you care about the privacy of
your personal data...

If you think billionaires do not
deserve tax cuts. ..

If you care about airplane
safety...

If you care about having
consumer protections if a business
rips you off...

If you care about or know
someone who is LGBTQ or
someone who is a person of color or
is a woman (or are yourself LGBTQ
or a person of color or a woman)...

If you think standing up for
democracy is patriotic and personal
freedoms are worth defending. ..

Then you are not alone! You have
power!

Speak out.

Show up at protests.

Write or call your elected
officials.

Send postcards.

Stay informed.

Be kind to others.

Sew love not hate.

If you voted for Trump, please
understand that he is not thinking
about you unless you are a
billionaire. It’s okay to admit that.
Are your groceries less costly now?
Do you want a leader who has
called himself a king? Do you want
an unelected billionaire from South
Afica calling the shots?

Standing up for Democracy is
free. Not standing up for Democracy
costs your freedoms!

Rachel Guy
Monkton

Scott attacking

public education

Any faith I had in Gov. Scott
has been destroyed by his actions
regarding education in Vermont.

He has appointed Zoie
Saunders as scting Secretary of
Education, despite the Senate
having rejected her nomination
as interim secretary of education
by a vote of 19-9. As the acting
secretary, she must again be
confirmed by the Senate, but this
has been ignored or delayed.

Saunders has little experience
in public school management.
She has seven years’ experience
as vice president of strategy for
Charter Schools USA. This was
followed by her only public-
school experience: three months
as chief strategy and innovation
officer in Broward County Public
Schools in Florida, during which
she advocated closing several
schools. Given her lack of
qualifications, she should not be
confirmed.

Gov. Scott has proposed to
eliminate the Board of Education
and give the Agency of Education
all the power and responsibility
for our public schools. They
should remain separate entities to
maintain checks and balances in
the governance of our education
system.

The governor is rushing a
drastic reshaping of our education
system, yet the bill advancing his

(See Andrews letter, Page 5A)
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Letters to the Editor

Scott’s ed plan attacks local control, public schools

I am writing to express my deep
dissatisfaction with Gov. Scott’s
school reform plan for the state. |
would like to preface this criticism
by saying that though I have never
voted for Scott, I hold him in
high regard and am thankful for
his steady, rational and humane
leadership during the COVID-19
crisis and its aftermath. It is
precisely because I have this respect
for him that I am so taken aback
by what is a patently radical plan
(I'reject Zoie Saunders’s descriptor
of “bold” as mere euphemism) to
transform educational governance in
Vermont. Although the Republican
Party made historic gains in
Vermont and Scott was re-elected
with an overwhelming majority, |
fear the governor has misread his
mandate.

Of course, the only way this plan
was proposed in the first place is
through the parliamentary tricks
Gov. Scott used to appoint Zoe
Saunders without the approval of
the legislature. When that occurred,
I gave the governor the benefit of
the doubt, as a popular political
figure whose agenda had been
thwarted or revised, depending on
your perspective, repeatedly by
Democratic supermajorities in both
legislative chambers in Montpelier.
After reading about the plan, the
manner of Saunders’s appointment
should be seen as indicative of how
out of step her and, apparently,
the governor’s ideas are about
educational reform in our state. My
objections are twofold.

First, the creation of five
mega-districts is an arrogation
of local power that flies in the
face of what used to be a central

tenet of conservative politics:
limited centralized power and
deference to local control. Has the
governor changed his views on
this traditional conservative first
principle? The policy proposed
seems to suggest that he has.
Additionally, the mega-districts
will have negative downstream
effects on the excellent practices of
deliberative democracy, which local
school boards both encourage and
exemplify. Community engagement,
understanding and discussion of
educational matters will suffer as a
result.

Second, the proposal also entails
a nearly universal ability to opt
for so-called “school choice,” a
vast augmentation of, admittedly,
extant practices. If private and even
private religious schools are eligible
for such a school choice program,
we really need to think of another
name. As a former private high
school teacher, I want to stress the
private element of these institutions.
The instant you join a private
school faculty, you are informed
that this is not a private school, but
instead an “independent” school.
More euphemism. Private schools
have the ability to decide upon
the make-up of their student body
and cannot be compelled to admit
students. With regard to private
schools, we should think about this
as “schools’ choice” rather than
school choice, because it will be the
private schools who decide which
students they want. Moreover,
the endgame of such a program
is a voucher system. This would
amount to a vast and regressive
transfer of wealth as more and more
public funds go towards private

school tuition. The vast majority of
Vermonters cannot afford a single
annual private school tuition cost
(let alone the costs for multiple
children) even with the state paying
50, 60 or even 75 percent of the
total bill. Thus, wealthy families
who are already paying for private
school tuition will be getting a nice
subsidy drawn from public coffers,
while the overall funding for public
schools will be systematically
siphoned away. Given Ms.
Saunders’s background — the
majority of her career (2012-1019)
has been spent in senior positions
at Charter Schools USA — this

is not idle speculation about what
might be but rather takes seriously
the mission of such an organization.
Founded in 1997 by a researcher
from the Heritage Foundation

(of Project 2025 fame/infamy),
Charter Schools USA partakes in

a larger national movement to be
rid of “government” (read: public)
schools. The method? Death by

a thousand cuts. . .or a thousand
vouchers.

In an era where public things,
indeed, the public thing (the res
publica, or republic), are under
attack on multiple fronts, Vermont
has the opportunity to model
deliberative democracy, civic
engagement, and community
participation through the local
governance of our schools. |
encourage Gov. Scott to reconsider
his proposal and focus on making
Vermont’s public education system
the envy of the nation. For the sake
of our children and the generations
to come.

Amit Prakash
Middlebury

Article on county’s state’s attorney was one-sided

I read the recent article on
the front page of the Addison
Independent concerning Addison
County State’s Attorney Eva
Vekos. It belonged on the editorial
page and not on the front page. It
was not an objective evaluation of
Ms. Vekos’ running of the office.

It appeared to me to support two
concepts: 1) that all domestic abuse
matters were being mis-handled;
and 2) the sentences that were
being handed out were too lenient
and that was the fault of the State’s
Attorney.

My experience with that office
under Ms. Vekos’ leadership has
been that she has been a tough and
fair prosecutor.

In my experience in domestic

abuse and sexual assault cases,
I have never known a case, with
a few rare exceptions, where the
victims thought the punishment
imposed was enough.

I would point out that the
Vermont Constitution requires
that all prosecutions by way
of information end with the
words of “against the peace and
dignity of the state.” The duty
of the prosecutor is not to bring
satisfaction to the retributive

instincts of victims but to protect
the state and its citizens. While
some retributive instincts may be
necessary to be filled to satisfy
the dignity of the state the real
important subject matter is
protecting its citizens. Sentencing
must be guided by the danger of
the defendant in being released
to the general public. In many
domestic cases this is a minimal
risk.

It costs approximately $85,000
a year to incarcerate an individual.
Thus, when a penalty of three
years of prison is imposed on
some person that is calling for
an expenditure of state funds of
$250,000. The victim may feel
wronged and certainly has a right
to bring suit against the perpetrator
and extract from that perpetrator
whatever is available to satisfy
their need for retribution, but it is
not necessary to penalize the tax
payors where the major reason for
doing so is not to protect the public
but to make the victims feel better.

Admittedly in many retributive
situations there is real damage to
the individual in a physical sense
and the victim’s compensation plan
and the right to bring suit against

the defendant is available.

Unfortunately, with every
prosecution there are potential
collateral consequences. Jailing
of a family member may and will
have serious effect on members
of that family as well. Punishment
that is ordered not to satisfy the
protection of the public but to
satisfy the victim is something that
should be weighed carefully in
attempting to reach justice.

There is nothing in the article
that brought any sense of balance
to a very difficult and complex
situation. The police and charities
fighting against sexual assault
and domestic abuse also have a
vested interest calling for stiffer
penalties than might not be thought
appropriate by objective observers
who weigh all the factors in
making a decision. We live in a
time of the abuse of power. This
article in my mind holds for a
strengthening of the police side of
executive power — abusive or not
— in a time when a touch of mercy
and of understanding would be
well deserved.

Peter F. Langrock,
Former State’s Attorney of
Addison County

The three-acre rule in the Clean
Water Act, 10 VSA 1264(c)(7), is
a single paragraph in Vermont

Paying for gold, getting dirt?

testified costs of these permitted
projects, the average cost to
prevent a single kilogram of
phosphorus (aka. dirt)

statutes. It affects
property owners
of three or more

collective impervious
acres, permitted
before 2002 or never
permitted. They must
get a new stormwater
permit to remediate
the runoff from their

from flowing into the
lake is about $100,000.
This is the same as the
current market rate of
gold!

This  statute s
retroactively extracting
the per weight price
of gold from a

Based on testimony
taken in the House
Environment

by Rep. Rob North,
R-Ferrishurgh

property at their own . I . small percentage of
expense and usually Legls afive Vermonters that don’t
on their own property. ReVieW even live near the

lake, whose property
meets some seemingly
arbitrary attributes, for

Committee, the 677
affected sites, which
include residential developments,
commercial properties, schools,
and four of our popular
fairgrounds, represent about 3%
of all properties in Vermont.
This  three-acre = mechanism
accounts for less than 1% of the
total phosphorus reduction into
Lake Champlain. Based on the

nothing more than dirt.
If held to this rule, the
$3.7M estimated price tag will
put the Rutland fairgrounds out
of business. This is unfair and
insanely unaffordable and must
be repealed. Current bill H.162
will do exactly that.

This past November,
Vermonters achieved an
historical elimination of the

legislature’s super-majority
because we wanted change.
Now is not the time to stall, but
to press forward with legislation
to reduce our high cost of
living, improve affordability
in Vermont. The good news is
that Vermonters have the power
and must continue to call for the
changes you voted for. Contact
your Representative and let
them know of your desire to
move forward with the bills that
will repeal costly laws such as:
H.162 to repeal the three-acre
rule, and H.16 to repeal the
Clean Heat Standard.

As of'this letter, the Legislature
has passed and the Governor
signed just two bills into law:
Bill H.78 became Act 1, which
defines the use of the Australian
ballot system in local elections;
Bill H.35 became Act 2, which
unmerged the individual and
small group health insurance
markets, aiding small businesses
in Vermont.

I remain honored to be your
Representative.

Jessie

Andrews letter

(Continued from Page 4A4)
priorities was only filed this week,
when it’s almost halfway through
the legislative session. This doesn’t
provide legislators’ the time
needed to properly review it or
give ordinary citizens a chance for
input.

All of this is further complicated
by the uncertainty over potential
federal cuts to education.

We must insist Zoie Saunders’s
appointment as acting Secretary
of Education be confirmed by the
Senate and that the Legislature
be provided the necessary time to

STOCK UP ON ALL
YOUR FAVORITES!

MIDDLEBURY, VT
VERGENNES, VT

WWW.HARE.DDG

determine whether the proposed
restructuring is the best way to fix
our education problems and lower

property taxes.
Linda Andrews

Bristol

Fvery Connection Counts

Phonak Audéo Sphere™ Infinio Hearing Aids can
help you get MORE out of life!

Free Hearing Test & Hearing Aid Trial

With more than 50 years of experience and dedicated,
personalized vervice, you can trust Bernie to help you find the
path to better hearing.

Life’s too short — don’t delay! Call Bernie today!

Hearing Aid Sales & Service
TESTING © CLEANING  PROGRAMMING e BATTERIES

63 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753 (in the Marble Works)
advancedhearingofvermont@comcast.net

www.advancedhearingofvermont.com

(Continued from Page 44)

Those three words imply,
apparently, that I have fallen into
a ravine and snapped both my
femurs. You can’t imagine their
relief (and anger) when they find
out I just wanted to know, for
example, what I should do with
their old high school textbooks,
which are taking up space in the
hall closet.

As of now, I still use capital
letters and punctuation in my texts
(both of which, according to the
article, younger people consider
“aggressive”). But that could
change.

After all, I’ve adopted a lot

of electronic practices 1 never
thought I would. I still remember
the first time, around 2006, when
I printed a document from a
computer several rooms away
and thought I was Harry Potter.
Now, connecting to Wi-Fi — not
to mention streaming movies,
paying at the pump, syncing to
Bluetooth, banking online, and
talking to Siri — is part of my
normal day.

I admit that, like most people, I
tend to fear new things and cling
to the habits I’'m used to. But |
think I’'m keeping up damn well.
Sweet, naive 2012 me would have
been stunned to see 2025 me in

Zoom video calls — we’re talking
Jetsons-level sci-fi magic — acting
like it’s no big deal.

I’ve come a long way.

My smugness, however, took a
hit at a high school sporting event
this past weekend. I was in the
bathroom washing my hands when
I noticed a gaggle of teen girls next
to me, exchanging glances with
barely disguised glee as I waved
my hands repeatedly, and futilely,
under a manual paper towel
dispenser.

OK, maybe in some ways I
haven’t evolved.

But in my defense, neither have
teenage girls.

Ways of Seeing

(Continued from Page 44)
snowmobile, or when you harvest
a deer or fish, you can thank a
taxpayer.

Let’s not forget healthcare.
When Governor Dean adopted
the publicly funded Dr. Dynasaur
program in 1989, he was ensuring
free or low-cost health care for
all pregnant Vermonters and those
under 19. As a result of this wildly
popular program, we achieved
virtually universal health care for
children and we were recognized
as providing the best healthcare
in the nation (not a high bar, but

Letters can be found on Pages 4A,

still). As a parent whose kids have
now aged out of the program, I am
eternally grateful for Dr. Dynasaur
and would always advocate for it.
Thank you, taxpayers.

Back at the car dealership,
fortunately my husband had a
kind retort for the aspiring recluse
finance manager and that is that
we will never be able to exist
without each other — nor should
we try. Isolation is not the point,
freedom and unity is. Unity does
not mean hand-outs, it means we
invest in each other as parts of
a whole and in doing so we are

more free. Freedom should not
mean free from responsibility or
consequences, but the freedom to
live up to our potential.

Just as we hope that our
Constitution will hold under an
unprecedented and unjust power
grab, let’s hope that our state
motto will act as a North Star, a
foundation of hope and respect
for a viable future. May we all be
unified, may we all be free.

Hannah Sessions is the co-owner
of Blue Ledge Farm, artist, and a
long-time Addison County resident.

5A, 6A, 7A & 8A.

King Arthur and
the British Empire

Tuesday, March 11, 10-11:30 AM
Congregational Church of Middlebury

The mythical King Arthur supposedly
conquered all of Britain, Ireland, Scandinavia,
France and Italy, becoming an example

for ambitious English kings who sought to
recreate his so-called “British empire” Arthur’s
reputation lived into
the 18th century, and
the notion of an empire
persisted down into
the 1960s. Presented by
Paul Monod, retired
professor of British and
European history at
Middlebury College,
this is the story behind an aspect of the Arthur
myth that is today very little known.

Elderly Services Inc.

ESI College

The Story Behind Vermont’s
Pollinator Protection Law

Wednesday, March 19, 10-11:30 AM
Congregational Church of Middlebury

What are neonicotinoids? How do they affect
pollinator populations? In 2024, the Vermont
Legislature passed landmark legislation protecting
pollinators, including honeybees. Andrew
Munkres was a key witness testifying to the

legislature during
passage of the bill.

He will discuss the
research on the effects
of neonicotinoid
pesticides on pollinator
populations and what
the new law entails.

queens.

and former president of the Vermont Beekeepers
Association. From his treatment-free apiary,
Lemon Fair Honeyworks in Cornwall, he sells
raw honey and honeycomb, nucleus colonies and

Register Now!
elderlyservices.org/
esi-collegespring-2025/

802.388-3983
...

Munkres is a beekeeper

or call
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ADDISON
COUNTY

Obituaries

Mary Krabbe Kerr, 91, of Ferrisburgh

FERRISBURGH — Mary K.
Kerr of Ferrisburgh, Vt., passed
away quietly in her sleep on March
3, 2025, in her home on Lake
Champlain that she fondly referred
to as “the most beautiful place in
the world.” She was one day shy of
her 92nd birthday. Her family was
with her.

Born Mary Sonja Krabbe in
Bellingham, Wash., to Johan and
Winifred Gamble Krabbe, Mary
spent her youth moving about the
west coast with her family. She
attended Sequoia High School
in California and Northwestern
University in Evanston, Ill., where
she graduated from the Medill
School of Journalism in 1954. She
also studied at the University of

Copenhagen.
She first met her devoted
husband, Joseph Minott Kerr,

while skiing at Sugar Bowl in Soda
Springs, Calif., and continued their
relationship at Northwestern. They
were married on April 2, 1955,
at Aftermath, the Kerr family
summer home in Wainscott, N.Y.
Joe preceded her in death in 2008.

While living in New Jersey, Mary
and Joe fell in love with Vermont,
invested in the then-burgeoning
ski industry, and eventually built
a “ski home” in South Fayston in
1962. They moved there full-time
in 1965, where they raised their
three sons. In addition to loving the
mountains and skiing, Mary and
Joe loved the water and sailing. In
1981 they bought a home on the
shores of Lake Champlain near
Basin Harbor, where they moved
permanently in 1997.

For most of Mary’s life, she
had a love affair with the Green
Mountains and Lake Champlain.
Her enthusiasm for the beauty
of the natural world was truly
evident in the plethora of gardens,
flowers, birds, squirrels, and even
chipmunks, she encouraged to
grow around her home on the Lake.
Inspired by the variety of birds she
watched every day; she worked
with the Vermont Bald Eagle
Restoration Initiative to help return

MARY KRABBE KERR

the American Bald Eagle to Lake
Champlain.

Mary was an avid writer and
photographer and  capitalized
on her training as a journalist.
She served as the editor of two
publications, Window of Vermont,
a bi-monthly newspaper devoted
primarily to the ski industry, and
The Valley Reporter, the weekly
newspaper for the Mad River
Valley in Central Vermont. Mary
had taught journalism as an adjunct
professor at Saint Michael’s
College in Burlington, Vt. She was
also a prolific writer on skiing and
the ski industry.

Mary  wrote two  books;
“The Tapestry of My Life,” an
unpublished autobiographical work
that she gave to her sons, and the
second, what she called her life’s
work, “A Mountain Love Affair:
The Story of Mad River Glen.” It
was a compendium of photographs
and stories of the iconic ski area’s
history.

Mary loved to ski. From the
moment the mountains had enough
snow until it was completely
gone, you could find Mary and
Joe schussing one of the 140 ski
areas around the world, where they
adventured during their lifetime
together. She loved organizing ski
trips all over the world for the New
York Amateur Ski Club, of which
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Writing Through
Grief Support Group

March 24 - April 28, 2025
MONDAYS 5-6:30 pm
Middlebury Regional EMS, 55 Collins Drive

Advanced registration required.
Must commit to full 6 weeks.
Maximum 8 participants
Facilitator: Reyna Morgan-Richer
Space Holder: Taylor Zak, LCSW
Please send referrals to: Mara Dowdall at
mdowdall@portermedical.org

Ongoing Services

Bereavement Companions - Trained volunteers
to provide a safe, consistent and compassionate
presence, matched one on one.

Grief Support Groups - Facilitated 6-8 week group
options based on personal needs

for Grievers:

PALLIATIVE CARE DEPARTMENT
Louella Richer,
Palliative Support Services Mgr.

Phone: (802) 388-4744

E-Mail: Iricher@portermedical.org

UVMHealth.org/PMC

she and Joe were lifelong members.

Above all was Mary’s passion
for traveling and seeing the world,
having been to five of the seven
world continents. She loved to
capture her travels in pictures, and
her home is filled with carefully
annotated albums documenting her
exploits on the road. Even after Joe
passed in 2008, Mary continued
to travel the world, traveling
extensively in the Middle East and
Southwest Asia.

Her most passionate project grew
out of her senior thesis on women
and leadership at Northwestern and
her travels to Afghanistan, where
she sought to help young women
become strong and independent.
She worked with the School of
Leadership Afghanistan (SOLA),
a boarding school for Afghan girls
that operated in Kabul from 2016
until 2021, and since the return of
the Taliban now operates out of
Rwanda. She made several trips to
that war-torn country to mentor the
girls as well as teach them writing
and journalism.

Mary is survived by her three
sons, Minott Kerr, Geoffrey Kerr
(Dan Flanagan), and Gibson (Diane
Lawliss) Kerr; five grandchildren,
Kirstin (Seamus) Kerr O’Connor,
Alyssa (Matthew) Kerr Pyrak,
Maxer Kerr, Gavin Kerr, and Peter
Kerr; and one great-granddaughter,
Rory Kerr O’Connor. Her surviving
Minnesota nieces, Lois Meekins
Croonquist, Lisa Meekins Meyer,
and Heidi Meekins were very dear
to her.

Though a devoted wife, she was
fiercely independent, and she left
this life exactly as she said she
would to anyone who knew her
well: “out of her house feet first,
going up through the trees.” Her
outgoing personality and strong
belief systems will be remembered
by many.

In lieu of flowers please consider
a donation to SOLA at www.sola-
afghanistan.org/. The family is
planning a private life celebration
at Scotch Bonnet in the springtime
once the gardens begin to bloom. ¢

ADDISON COUNTY
School Briefs

Ian Henderson of Vergennes
has been named to the dean’s
list for the fall 2024 semester at
Quinnipiac University in Hamden,
Conn.

Seina Dowgiewicz of Cornwall
and Parker Kayhart of North
Ferrisburgh have been named to the
dean’s list at Fairfield University
in Fairfield, Conn. In order to be
placed on the list, students must
have completed a minimum of 12
credit hours in a semester, have no
outstanding or incomplete grades
for that semester, and have attained
a semester grade point average of
3.50 or better.

Olivia Depatie of Brandon has
been named to the dean’s list and
president’s list for the spring 2024
semester at The University of
Hartford in Hartford, Conn.

FUNERAL

MEMORIAL
SERVICE

CREMATION

PRE-PLANNING
SERVICES

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL  VERGENNES
802-453-2301  802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

Dorothea Kravetsky, 96, of Orwell

ORWELL — Dorothea
Kravetsky of Orwell, Vt., passed
away peacefully at her daughter’s
home in Orwell on Feb. 26, 2025.

Dorothea, known as Dottie or
Grandma, was a woman who loved
life and her family. She had a deep
passion for golf, enjoyed word
search puzzles in her later years,
and loved trips to the casino. She
was also an avid viewer of NCIS,
Castle, and the Golf Channel.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., to
Peter D. Volkens and Catherine
M. Neubert on March 24, 1928,
Dottie met the love of her life,
Nicholas Kravetsky, a farm boy
from Thompson, Pa., while visiting
her uncle’s home. On Aug. 20,
1949, the Brooklyn girl became a
farmer’s wife. Dottie was known
for her incredible baking skills,
especially her bread and pies. She
often could be found in the kitchen
canning pickles, making jams, or

DOROTHEA KRAVETSKY

baking, or out in the barn doing
chores — always with a smile.

She is survived by her children,
Gary (Lois) Kravetsky, Edward
(Kathy) Kravetsky, Richard (Heidi)

Kravetsky, and Catherine (John)
Tester; 12 grandchildren; 15 great-
grandchildren; and 5 great-great-
grandchildren. She is predeceased
by her beloved husband, Nicholas
Kravetsky; her daughter Cecilia
Hazen, and her grandson Travis
Tester.

The family would like to express
their heartfelt gratitude to her
caregivers: Dawn Bruce of Orwell,
Becki Lund of Brandon, and
the Addison Home Health Care
Hospice team.

Dottie will be laid to rest next
to her husband of 66 years at St.
Mary’ Greek Orthodox Cemetery
in May.

In lieu of flowers, the family
requests donations be made to
the Addison Home Health Care
Hospice program.

Arrangements by Miller &
Ketcham of Brandon. ¢

Letters to the Editor

Gov. Scott, protesting bad behavior is a civic duty

Dear Governor Scott,

First, I’d like to tell you I am a
moderate independent voter and
voted for you in the last couple of
elections. Though I always don’t
agree with your stance on issues, I
appreciate your leadership during
some tough times and your ability
try to find solutions to difficult
problems here in Vermont.

I am writing you with regard
to the protests in Waitsfield and
Warren during Vice President
Vance and his family’s ski
vacation at Sugarbush this
weekend. I know you called on
Vermonters to respect the privacy
of the vice president and his
family so they could enjoy their
time skiing together. I wish for the

same for Mr. Vance’s family.
However, I also think it is
the civic and patriotic duty of
Americans to call out their elected
officials when they blatantly lie
about our allies and then berate
and attempt to humiliate our allies’
heads of state in public. How can
Vermonters not protest when the
day before Mr. Vance came to ski
in our state, he perpetuated the
administration’s lie that Ukraine
started the war against Russia?
When he and President Trump
displayed the most appalling lack
of respect for President Zelenskyy
before the world? I think the
Vermonters (including myself)
who showed up to demonstrate
were saying loud and clearly that

this behavior is unacceptable.

My father fought in the invasion
of Normandy at Utah Beach. He
was a Republican, but I suspect
he was rolling in his grave during
the presidential press conference
with the Ukrainian president. My
son and daughter-in-law serve in
the Army and have done multiple
tours in Iraq and Afghanistan.
They are apoplectic.

I hope Vice President Vance
saw the protesters and heard our
message loud and clear. Maybe
his children will ask, why? And
he will pause to think about his
actions and his children’s future.

Sally Baldwin
Lincoln

Thanks to the ANWSD Board for their hard work

Dear residents of Addison
Northwest School District:

I am writing to thank our school
board for the hard work it’s done,
not just this year, but for many
years. After Town Meeting Day,
John Stroup, a long-time school
board member and the chair of
the board for the last five years, is
stepping down from the ANWSD
Board. I had the chance to serve
with John on the board from
2016-2022, and as vice chair of
the board during John’s first year
as chair. We are all of us better off
for the substantial and important
service John has done for the
whole community.

Part of what’s always impressed
me about John is his capacity to
bring together a very clear moral
vision of the work of public
schools with a deep knowledge

of the policies and processes that
allow the schools and the district to
function. In my time on the board,
John was the one who saw most
clearly when the board needed to
make a statement of values, that
our goal was to provide students
with skills and knowledge to thrive
in the contemporary world, and

to do so in a way that recognized
the humanity of all of our students
and staff. For most of the first five
years of its existence, John was
the chair of the policy committee,
providing important leadership

in establishing the policies that
would guide the district. None of
this work was easy, as the district
has navigated the challenges of

a shrinking student population,

an aging district population, and
economic constraints on all sides.
John’s clarity of vision, with a

focus on opportunities for students
and kindness, has helped us
navigate complicated times.

We have been fortunate in this
district to have had excellent,
caring people leading the ANWSD
board. Laurie Childers, Sue
Rakowski and John Stroup have
all given their time, energy, and
talents to ensure all of our children
have had an education that would
allow them to succeed. I don’t
think we always sufficiently
recognize the often-selfless work
that enables the functioning of
our social systems by people like
Laurie, Sue, and John. So as John
finishes his time on the school
board, I want to thank all of them
for making our community a better
place.

Thomas Borchert
Waltham

Trump’s toxic governance not welcome here

In a brazen history rewrite,
President Trump declares Ukraine
at fault for Russia’s invasion of
their sovereign country, calling
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy a “dictator.” Last
week, in a U.N. Assembly, the
U.S. sided with Russia against
European allies voting down a
Resolution condemning Russia’s
violence against Ukraine. Trump’s
crowning achievement — the
made-for-Putin reality press
conference in the Oval Office,
with a surprise, unauthorized
Russian State Media guest.

Are you seeing red yet?

The Trump Administration’s
public shaming of President
Zelenskyy backfired. The U.S.
was not in a position of diplomatic
strength. Trump’s focus on
Zelenskyy’s streetwear and
Vance’s fascination with allegedly
unexpressed gratitude showed the

world America’s ill-informed two-
bit bullies in action.

American diplomacy isn’t a
street fight. Facts, a measured
demeanor, and strong global
allies are essential to outcomes
that benefit the U.S. Zelenskyy
emerged as the global leader in the
room.

Every American must reject
Trump’s compliance with Putin.

With a population of 340
million, the U.S.A. boasts the
world’s largest economy —

30 trillion dollars. Yet Trump
capitulates to a dictator? Trump
is trashing decades of American
intelligence, global leadership,
and our national safety to please
Putin. Why do Republican leaders
stay silent as Russia continues
to influence American foreign
policy? European leaders call
for new leadership on the world
stage. Trump decimates valuable

TRADITION
Where Our Roots Are Planted

From humble beginnings based on affordable,
trustworthy services, we have grown into a reliable
resource your family can depend on. Rooted in our
traditions, we stay firmly connected to the families

we serve and the care we provide. We continue
serving all faiths and all families in the only way we

know how — by staying true to our heritage.

0?5

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT
802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

federal services and populates his
administration with inexperienced
yes-men, downgrading America’s
image and influence abroad.
Some may welcome Trump’s
toxic governance style, but our
global community will not, and all
Americans will suffer for it.

Kelly Bowen

St. George

South Champlain
grants available

ADDISON COUNTY —

Grants are now available
to support projects focused
on education and research

concerning the cultural and
ecological history and heritage
of Southern Lake Champlain

through the South Lake
Champlain Fund at the Vermont
Community Foundation.

The fund supports projects
located in tthe area of Lake
Champlain south of Crown Point
in both Vermont and New York,
with a preference for projects
directly on the lake or in close
proximity. School-based projects
are encouraged. The fund also
aims to support projects that
involve experts and others living
in the southern Lake Champlain

region. Matching funds are
encouraged but not required.
Applications must be

submitted by 5 p.m. on Tuesday,
March 18. Please visit vermontct.
org/slct for more information or

to apply.




Letters 1o the Editor

Send a postcard to thin-skinned President on 3/15

On March 15, many people will
mail Donald Trump a postcard that
publicly expresses our opposition
to him. And we, in vast numbers,
from all corners of the world,
will overwhelm the man with his
unpopularity and failure. We will
show the media and the politicians
what standing with him — and
against us — means. And most
importantly, we will bury the White
House post office in pink slips, all
informing Don that he’s fired.

Each of us — every protester
from every march, each Congress-
calling citizen, every boycotter,
volunteer, donor and petition-
signer — if each of us writes even
a single postcard and we put them

all in the mail on the same day,
March 15, well: you do the math.

No alternative fact or Russian
translation will explain away
our record-breaking, officially-
verifiable, warehouse-filling flood
of fury. Hank Aaron currently holds
the record for fan mail, having
received 900,000 pieces in a year.
We’re setting a new record: over a
million pieces in a day, with not a
single nice thing to say.

So sharpen your wit, unsheathe
your writing implements, and see if
your sincerest ill-wishes can pierce
Donald’s famously thin skin.

Prepare for March 15, 2025,

a day hereafter to be known as
#TheldesOfTrump

Write one postcard. Write a
dozen! Take a picture and post
it on social media tagged with
#TheldesOfTrump! Spread the
word! Everyone on Earth should
let Donnie know how he’s doing.
They can’t build a wall high
enough to stop the mail.
Then, on March 15, mail your
messages to:
President(for now)Donald J. Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20500
It might just be enough to make
him crack or at least stress him out
or find his humanity.
Laura King
Middlebury

Getting up early: lacrosse athletes & farmworkers

Early Morning Lacrosse Practice
in Middlebury Vermont

It’s not my place to suggest
to your coach, she bus you
to one of our Addison County

farms. If you have to be in
the Field House this early,
you might as well see

what’s going on around you.

Not that far from your gym,

your dormitories. I mean the
early

morning farm workers,
preparing

the cows for another day.

Arranging them in their team’s

stanchions. Letting machines

paddle manure from their stalls.
Sucking it up into the honey
dippers.

cucharon de miel.
What they call their shitkickers.
pateadoras de mierda.

They’ll drive later onto the
frozen

fields. Letting it melt the snow.

Sweeten winter. Before they
have to

amble out again next spring.
Ringing in another season.
If they still had bells to wear.

And could low in Spanish. Back

to their caretakers. Coaching
them

to stand still in a milking

machine.

Relieve themselves of their bags
of burden. By now, girls,
our championship women,

you’re likely to get the feeling,

there’s more to just getting up
early,

going to practice. Realizing

what you’re here to win.
Clouds a breathe scores
when the air is zero. New fans,

these men and women, working
their jobs. Making a stadium of
a barn.
Raising their trophies of milk
and butter.
Gary Margolis
Cornwall

One way to fight fascism — don’t purchase Teslas

I have been living with
an illusion. I believed that
everybody was educated to know
what the Nazis did in World War
II and that use of Nazi symbols
was illegal in Germany. Elon
Musk’s apparent use of the Nazi
salute violated those beliefs.
Had the gesture been somehow
different or accidental, a normal
person would have apologized.
Instead, he called criticism of his
gesture a “dirty trick.”

It is impossible and
irresponsible to ignore Musk’s
illegal intrusion into Government
operations, far-right politics
and use of the Nazi salute. One
action normal people can take
is to boycott Tesla. In addition,
there is the problem of rebates.

Electric vehicle (EV) rebates
are available from Vermont
electric utility providers. The
list of providers can be found at
driveelectricvt.com. Rebates are

funded by a tax on your utility
bill (and other sources) — the
“Energy Efficiency Charge” of
4.5%, whether you have an EV
or not. You are paying to provide
rebates to people to buy Teslas.
If you don’t like this idea, call
your electric utility and let your
state representative know.

Steve Reynolds

Cornwall

Monkton

Have a news tip?
Call Liz Pecor at 453-2180

MONKTON — The Russell
Memorial Library has a busy
agenda this month. Sign up or
stop in to participate in these great
events!

Learn about Monkton’s
Pollinator Pathway on Thursday,
March 6, from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Expert gardeners Debra Sprague,
Stephanie Hyatt and Julie Parker-
Dickerson will be available to
explain what the pathway is and
how to increase pollination in your
own backyard, along with plant
selection and maintenance. Come
to learn more about how to entice
our natural pollinators to your yard!

Come and join Nora from
Woolf Den Homestead to create
two handmade whisk brooms on
Saturday, March 8§, from 9:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. You will learn to make
two traditional Appalachian-style
hand brooms. One a simple round
whisk and the other a turkey wing
hand whisk. Learning the steps to
make these two whisks will provide
you with the knowledge to make
more at home on your own. Nora
will provide more tips, material list
and sourcing. Supplies will also be
available for sale. Gather with your
friends for broom making fun! In
the morning, tea and snacks will
be provided. Cost for this class is
on a sliding scale of $55, $65 and
$75. Email the library to register at
russellmemlibrary@gmail.com.

On Tuesday, March 11th from
6 to 7:30 p.m., there will be a
free Sewing Machine Basics class
held at the library. Sign up for this
class designed for 12 year olds to
adults. You will be taught the ins

to the editor

The Addison Independent
encourages you to write letters to the
editor.

We print signed letters only. Include
an address and telephone number,
too, so we can clear up any questions.

Send it to: Letters to the Editor,
Addison Independent, 58 Maple St.,
Middlebury, VT 05753. Or email to
news@addisonindependent.com.

and outs of how a sewing machine
works and introduced to different
types of sewing machines from
different eras and makers. Learn
the basics of how to thread your
machine, thread a bobbin and how
to solve troubleshooting problems.
Machines will be provided, but
you may bring your own sewing
machine if you wish. Come join
in on this fun evening! Email
russellmemlibrary@gmail.com to
save your spot.

On Thursday, March 13, at 6:30
p.m., a presentation ‘Adventures
on a 38 foot Sailboat” will be
presented by longtime Monkton
residents, Roger Wallace and
Susan DeSimone. They will share
their adventure when they sailed
to the Bahamas in 2022-2023
aboard Pathfinder, their 1983
Bristol which they previously
rebuilt themselves. Come hear
their stories about dolphins, rays,
turtles and secluded Islands. They
saw fabulous sunsets and made
many new friends while exploring
cultures and enjoying amazing
scenery while experiencing the
simple life on a boat.

Nerd Night continues on March
27th. Watch for more details as the
date nears.

All activities are free unless
noted. For more information on
any of the activities, call 802-
453-4471. Leave a message if no

answer with your name and phone
number.

VERGENNES — Vergennes
police on March 1 arrested a
Waltham man for the second time
in eight days and again charged
him with number of offenses,
including burglary and grand
larceny.

Police said they were told on
Feb. 28 that Auto Creek on West
Street had been burglarized, with
a Subaru Forester and a number of
items stolen. Police said they used
security footage to identify Jacob
Burmania, 30, of Waltham as the
alleged culprit and arrested him
on March 1, a day later.

Police charged Burmania with
burglary, aggravated operation
without owner’s consent, violation
of conditions of release, unlawful
trespass, unlawful trespass of
a motor vehicle, grand larceny,
petit larceny, and resisting arrest.
Burmania was ordered by a court
to be held on $25,000 cash bail
and cited to appear in Addison
County Court’s Criminal Division
on Monday.

That’s the same court where
Burmania pled innocent on Feb.
21 to eleven counts of burglary,
three counts of attempted
burglary, eleven counts of
possessing burglary tools, nine
counts of petit larceny, one count
of grand larceny, four counts of
possessing stolen property, five
counts of unlawful mischief, and
14 counts of unlawful trespass.
He was released with conditions.

Those charges stemmed from a
series of break-ins and attempted
break-ins into businesses in and
around Vergennes in recent weeks.

In other actions between Feb.
24 and March 2, Vergennes police
conducted 19 traffic stops, seven
cruiser patrols and one foot patrol;
processed one fingerprint request;
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Alleged burglar arrested again

Vergennes
Police Log

and also:

On Feb. 24:

* Resolved a custodial dispute
on Second Street.

* Responded to a two-vehicle
accident on Main Street.

* Calmed a verbal dispute
between a sparring couple on First
Street.

* Referred a social media
complaint to the agency that had
jurisdiction.

* Served paperwork in the Booth
Woods neighborhood for the
state’s attorney’s office.

* Went along with EMTs to
Northlands Job Corps to help with
a student having a mental health
issue after taking medication. The
student agreed to go to a hospital.

On Feb. 25:

* Returned a TV that had
been stolen from city hall to the
assistant city clerk, who came to
pick it up.

e Conducted a background
investigation on an individual
seeking employment.

* Looked into a complaint of
vehicle vandalism on Second
Street and concluded it was
unfounded.

On Feb. 26:

* Checked out a complaint
that one Comfort Hill neighbor
had pushed snow onto another’s
property and concluded it was
unfounded.

* Were told that a wallet had
been lost on South Maple Street.

On Feb. 27:

+ Asked a
homeowner to

Street
guests’

Green
have

vehicles moved because they
were blocking traffic.

* Acted as a go-between by
allowing a former employee to
drop off keys to a business so they
could be picked up.

* Took a report of a minor
two-car accident on North Green
Street.

* Heard from a citizen about
a spam caller purporting to
represent the Vergennes Police
Department.

On Feb. 28:

* Ordered a car towed off
city streets while enforcing the
overnight parking ban during a
snowstorm. Police said they tried
to reach the owner before calling
for the tow truck.

» Took a report that a flag was
removed from the front of a Main
Street building and left on the
ground.

* Checked out a report that a
man was slumped over in the
driver’s seat of a running vehicle
parked on North Green Street.
Police said he was fine and had
just fallen asleep.

* Responded to a report of a
parking issue on North Street, but
the vehicle was gone when police
got there.

On March 1 received an online
report about a Feb. 28 incident
in which an individual walking
to Vergennes Union High School
was allegedly offered a ride by a
man in a vehicle. The individual
ignored the offer and continued
walking. No description of the
man or vehicle was provided.
Due to the late report and lack
of details, police took no further
action but ask anyone with similar
concerns or knowledge of the
incident to call Vergennes police
at 802-877-2201.

Business you can trust,
and quality you can count

Come experience
the difference

We care about your job as much as you do

Welcoming
John Duclos

to the team!

802-388-2500 | M- F 7:30-5, Sat. 8-1
1396 Rte 7 South | Middlebury, VT
distinctivepaintandinteriors.com

Located next to 7 South Sandwich Company

Shard Villa

Shard Villa is a truly unique historic
home for seniors
seeking a caring environment
set in the beautiful
Vermont countryside.

- Around the clock staff providing a warm and caring environment.

- Home Cooked Meals and snacks

- WeeRly exercise programs, live music, and other in-house activities
- Beautiful scenic AdirondacR views from our new sundeck

- Monthly R.N. health assessments and foot care

~ Rooms Currently Available ~

A Vermont licensed Level ll|
Residential Care Home
1177 Shard Villa Rd. Salisbury VT

802-352-4369 | www.shardvilla.org

Addison County Home Health and Hospice is hosting Grief Support Groups

beginning on March 26th continuing for eight weeks on Wednesdays until May 14th

Healthy snacks and coffee will be provided.

These meetings will be held in person at Addison County Home Health and Hospice headquarters
located at 254 Ethan Allen Highway (Rt 7) in New Haven, VT 05472 from 3:00pm-4:30pm.

We welcome all community members whether or not they or a loved one have had care
from us in the past. Thanks to generous donors, the groups are being offered free of charge.
Rev. Stephen Payne, ACHHH Chaplain and Stephanie Corliss, LICSW, will lead the groups.

Please call the ACHHH office at 388-7259 to complete a brief screening process and to sign up.

254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven (Route 7) | P.O. Box 754, Middlebury 05753 | 802-388-7259

| ACHHH.org



PAGE 8A — Addison Independent, Thursday, March 6, 2025

Letters to the Editor

Amid Washington turmoil, our own backyard is on fire

Vermont Governor Phil Scott
has a track record of opposing
progressive climate policies
brought forth by the Democrats
in the state Legislature. Now that
the Democrats have lost a veto-
proof supermajority, Gov. Scott is
finally showing us his true colors
on climate.

As of Feb. 20, we are finally
able to see the governor’s own
proposal on climate actions.
Touted as “an act relating to
affordable climate initiatives,”
Bill H.289 was introduced by
five Republicans in the Vermont
Statehouse on Thursday. It
proposes sweeping changes that
eliminate the greenhouse gas
emission reduction requirements
and opens up the possibility
of nuclear power generation
in the state. He also proposes
to switch the method Vermont
uses to calculate emissions
from the gross network to a net
accounting system. Finally, he
wants to eliminate the authority
of the Vermont Climate Council,
the body that is responsible for
keeping Vermont on track to meet
the emission requirements outlined
in the Global Warming Solutions
Act.

In 2017, Gov. Scott criticized
President Trump’s decision to
withdraw from the Paris Climate
Accord. Now, he is calling for
the departure from the very
same goals he vowed to support,
the goals he committed to
when he became the governor,
the commitment that won his
governorship.

At a time when the federal
government is rolling back
on climate, along with every
aspect of normality in the
federal government and policies
— a decision Vermonters
overwhelmingly voted against
— we need leadership from the
governor to navigate through this
crisis. The governor is doing the
opposite.

Bill H.289 is dubbed the
governor’s climate omnibus
bill. But it’s much more a “kill
the climate” bill than a genuine

solution to our climate crisis.
Touted to deliver “affordable
climate initiatives,” the governor
claims that the bill is aimed to
address the affordability issue
with Vermont climate actions.
However, it is very clear that the
Governor’s plan to address the
issue is to completely kill the
GWSA. This bill would remove
the pathway for citizens to sue the
state for failure to meet the climate
requirements, a notable feature of
the GWSA which enables citizens
to file suits against the state for
failing to follow the requirements
set into law, including the
emissions requirements. The state
is already facing its first lawsuit
under the GWSA, filed by the
Conservation Law Foundation for
failing to meet its 2025 emission
requirement.

In addition, the bill will switch
the way Vermont calculates
emissions from calculating the
total human-caused emissions
produced in the state to an
accounting system that takes into
account the amount of carbon
offset by existing forests, which
make up 71% of Vermont’s
landscape. Under this scheme,
Vermont would become “net zero”
on carbon emissions by 2035.The
bill also rebranded the current
renewable energy standard to a
clean energy standard, allowing
the possibility of nuclear energy
to be incorporated into the state’s
energy plan addressing climate.

The bill proposes to make the
Vermont Climate Council’s power
advisory, eliminating any authority
given to the Council. It also gave
the Agency of Natural Resources
power over the Council, the
very same government arm that
the Council was responsible for
holding accountable.

The Council would also lose
its mandate to accurately measure
the state’s progress toward the
emission requirements, climate
resiliency, and effectiveness of its
environmental policies. Shifting
the state from a science-driven
policy framework to one that is
more “don’t ask don’t tell” on

climate.

This is a time when we need
leadership, as the governor
displayed during COVID-19.
Instead, the governor has
apparently decided to sell out
the state to Trump and Elon. In a
Feb. 4 press release, the governor
states: “But we should be fair
and take time to understand what
problem the president intends to
solve, the results he expects to
get, and the risks he’s willing to
take, before we cast judgement...
While the president’s tariffs would
undoubtedly be very disruptive,
and the risk of higher prices has
been well reported, I have directed
my team to weigh the outcomes
fairly and objectively.”

While our federal government
is in the midst of its biggest crisis
since the Civil War, our governor
seems more concerned about
“weighing the outcomes fairly and
objectively” instead of responding
aggressively to the impact caused
by the Trump administration,
from cancelled grants that support
research and Vermont non-profits,
to fired employees who previously
worked in federal jobs and NGOs.
It doesn’t take a rocket scientist
to understand that Trump’s
action will have a long-lasting,
devastating impact on the state.
We elected the governor to protect
us, and we need him to do it now.

Our way of life, our economy,
our livelihoods, land, houses,
roads, people — everything is
on the line due to the warming
climate. Here are two paths we can
take: either do nothing and keep
letting our home get destroyed,
our neighbors getting swept away
in flood water, and our mountains
unleashing mudslides and floods
year after year, or we can step up
and at least try to give us, not just
our children, us, a better future, in
the places we love. In 2026, when
Scott is up for re-election, think
about the two paths we can take in
our state’s future.

Rick Walker
Student
Middlebury College

Craven film to screen in Ferrisburgh

FERRISBURGH — The Friends
of the Union Meeting Hall will
host a special screening of Jay
Craven’s award-winning 1997 film

Vergennes ¢ Middlebury

www.Hare.dog

“A Stranger in the Kingdom,” on
March 8, at 7 p.m. at the Ferrisburgh
Town Hall. The film is based on
the novel of the same name by
Howard Frank Mosher and stars
David Lansbury, Martin Sheen,
Ernie Hudson, Henry Gibson and
Jean Louisa Kelly. Director Craven
will introduce the film, and give aa
post-screen Q & A.

“A Stranger in the Kingdom,”
tells the story of a small Vermont
town whose veneer of peace and
tranquility is shattered when a
black minister arrives as the town’s
new pastor, and soon after finds
himself charged with adultery and
the murder of a French Canadian

waif passing through town on
her way to pursue her Hollywood
dream.

Young rascal lawyer Charlie
Kinneson, the local favorite son,
tricks the young Canadian girl into
town under false pretenses, but
he decides to defend the minister,
placing himself at odds with family,
friends, and a vanishing way of
life. The film — and Mosher’s
novel — were inspired by the true
events surrounding the infamous
1968 “Irasburg Affair.”

Tickets are $12 in advance
and are available by visiting
www.unionmeetinghall.org/
programming-and-events.

Contact Your U.S. Senators

Sen. Bernie Sanders
1-800-339-9834

SRC-2 United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
www.sanders.senate.gov

Thank you,

Middlebury Voters

I am honored and committed to serve
a second term on the Selectbhoard.

Please contact me with any
concerns or questions.

Paid for by Andy Hooper

Sen. Peter Welch
1-800-642-3193

124 Russell Senate Office Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 20510
https:/iwww.welch.senate.gov/
email-peter/

Israel is not an apartheid state, it’s fighting for survival

I write in response to the letters
condemning Israel.

The Hamas Covenant 1988
states “Israel will exist, and will
continue to exist, until Islam
abolishes it.” The Houthis flag
states “Death to America, Death to
Israel, Curse on the Jews, Victory
to Islam.” There are American
students who carry this flag. They
promote the propaganda against
Israel created by Iran and Qatar.
Often it is based on the same Nazi
propaganda supplied to the Arab
world by the Grand Mutfti, the
Arab leader who spent the war
years in Berlin as a guest of Hitler
and begged The Fuehrer to build
extermination camps in British
Palestine.

This propaganda says Israel

commits genocide. It does not
mention the human shields used to
protect Hamas as it fires missiles
at Israel, or the Gaza civilians who
freely support Hamas terrorism
and in 2007 elected Hamas as
their government. No comments
on the considerable Israeli efforts
to prevent civilian deaths. The
statistics of civilian deaths are
provided by Hamas.

They say that Israel is an
Apartheid state, despite the fact
that over two million Arabs are
Israeli citizens with full rights.
They complain of barrier walls,
when those walls are a last resort
to slow down the continuous
terrorist acts against Israel.

We know about the devastation
of Gaza, but there is little

mention of the continuing firing
of weaponry and missiles against
Israeli civilians, or that the
massive military tunnel structure
under Gaza still exists.

The accusation of “Settler
Colonialism” is absurd. Jewish
residents of Israel were not
settlers who colonized a section
of British Palestine, they were a
vibrant people who were living
in the Jewish homeland. The UN
decision for a separate state was
always rejected by the Palestinian
Arabs. Always for them — Israel
must be eliminated.

Hamas is in a war against Jews.
Israel is in a fight for survival.

Brad Braun
Middlebury

Political realities spark creative pragmatism

Editor s note: As our political
realities continue to shift in
unexpected and unwanted ways,
the writer has had several
conversations with friends and
family about where their thoughts
are. A surprising number talked
about stocking up on items, just in
case. Those conversations led to
this poem.

Shopping list for the end

To be used in case of nuclear
accident, mutated influenza,
retribution for tariffs, fake news,
conspiracy theory militants,
climate collapse, world war, civil
war, food chain termination.....

I must remember to buy:

At least a dozen beeswax
candles that burn clean and smell
like honey. (fields of clover and
wild grasses).

Six boxes of strike-anywhere
matches to light the wicks.

An entire case of dark-roasted
coffee... don’t forget to grind the

beans coarsely for the press...an
elixir of sobriety that will hold

me to the earth when I feel myself
floating away.

Ninety-six cans of beans. black
beans preferably. practical beans. I
will season with cumin, granulated
garlic, flaked red pepper.

Fifty pounds of flour...organic
is best.

Leavening agents...powder and
soda...yeast (wild or packaged).

Three containers of cocoa
powder, two four-ounce bottles
of vanilla extract, one package of
powdered eggs, walnut oil.

Chocolate cake as sacrament.

Cases of expensive red wine...
French is best... with notes of
earth and minerality...this will
remind me of who and what I once
loved.

Spices and accents to make
the days pass well... to make
the hours and minutes matter...
anchovies, capers, kalamata
olives, curry powder, cinnamon,
more garlic.

Two dozen boxes of rusk-like
crackers (the bread will mold and
spoil).

Lastly buy seeds (of course)...
at least forty-two packs of flower
seeds.

I must remember to sow them
freely,

broadcasting them everywhere
as if [ were a madwoman...arms
akimbo, loose jointed...flowers of
every shade and shape and size

Calendula blazing orange and
yellow

Icelandic poppy delicate as
tissue

Brick red nasturtium

False indigo blue as the skies

Mountain mint verdant and icy

Magenta hued liatris

Gully-loving loosestrife

Wild lily of the field that will
turn itself inside-out in bloom,
blazing red when we’re gone

Leigh Harder
East Middlebury

It’s time to see beavers as a solution, not a problem

As one of two founders of the
Vermont Beaver Association, I
am proud to say we were created
by Addison County residents,
and we’ve had a fantastic year. In
collaboration with organizations
and educators across Vermont,
we’ve had projects all over
the state. Whether it’s working
to educate communities, road
crews or town selectboards on
how to resolve beaver conflicts
or educating the ecological
and environmental benefits of
having and keeping beavers in
landscapes, our organization
has it all covered. We are
supported by experts in the
fields of ecology, biology,
conservation and hydrological
water flow and beaver conflict
resolutions. We have so many
like-minded associates that it’s
been overwhelming, and Vermont
Beaver support is growing every
day.

Addison County is leading the
charge across the state: Ripton,
Monkton, Starksboro, Lincoln
and close neighbors Huntington,
Hinesburg, Charlotte, Williston
and Shelburne are all happy
partners with us who’ve benefited
both environmentally and fiscally
from implementing non-lethal
beaver solutions. It’s not easy! We
are vehemently opposed by some.
I have always asked myself how
can our good work be considered

as “Anti” or considered “Eco
terrorism.” Beaver conservation
and advocacy is met with a lot of
challenges by sportsmen’s groups
trying to protect their traditional
ways. However, despite that,
there are many grassroot and
professional organizations
who’ve all stepped up to actively
educate on beavers across the
state.

It’s not just advocates who
face challenges; highly educated
professionals in the beaver field
are feeling the pressure as well
as state officials and legislators.
One thing is clear — beavers are
either hated or loved.

Beavers have long been
misunderstood. Survival
behaviors that cause conflicts
consist mostly of dams and
blocked culverts. These can
be dealt with by using long-
term, high-quality Beaver
Deceivers and culvert fencing.
Using science like this allows
this keystone species to create
and manage amazing wetlands
that provide protections and
habitats for so much flora and
fauna. I’ve had the amazing
opportunity several times to
watch a wasted wetland come to
life and turn into an absolutely
stunning recreational opportunity,
especially for those who want to
enjoy wildlife. This is a direct
benefit and result of allowing

WARMER WEATHER SALE

$19,895

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS
We also buy cars,

locate specialty orders
& consider consignments
Call Dave for an appointment

2014 CHEVY SUBURBAN 2013 HONDA CRV
LS, V8, Auto, 4x4, 8-Passenger, 152k miles EX-L, 4-Cyl, Auto, AWD, 109k miles
$12,995 $14,995
2017 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER 2011 TOYOTA TACOMA 2015 TOYOTA TUNDRA

XLE, V6, Auto, AWD, 3rd Row Seats, 116k miles Access Cab, V6, Auto, 4x4, Only 79k miles DB, SR5, TRD, 5.7L V8, Auto, 4x4, 105k miles

$19,895

Wimett Tracling Compang

at the Big White Barn in Leicester
Michael Jackman, 52 Years Experience
David Wimett, 39 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 11 Years Experience

$24,995

"More tha.
of delivering
Quality! 7,

802-465-4688

2668 Route 7 « Leicester, VT 05733 « wimetttradingco@gmail.com

beavers to thrive. Learning to
harness beavers’ superpowers is
to our advantage on many levels.

This past few weeks we’ve
gotten a boost in support from
Vermont legislators taking notice
and asking questions and hearing
testimony from professional
organizations across Vermont.
It’s time our state beaver
program is brought current, to
not only reflect special interest
organizations, but environmental
ones as well. Testimony was
given clearly about the financial
savings to keeping beavers in the
landscapes vs. removing them for
personal use. Watching so many
environmental organizations and
groups sprouting up all over our
state gives me hope. Knowing
they see the same benefits I do
will help us to keep educating
about benefits, especially in
flooding mitigation, climate
control and water quality.

At some point, these qualities
and benefits are going to have to
take precedence, and beavers will
be left alone to serve a much-
needed environmental purpose.
Only then will their superpowers
be able to help save the planet
and help humans despite us
almost eliminating them. This
isn’t just a Vermont issue. Beaver
benefits are being realized across
our nation and the world. Beavers
are not only on local legislators’
minds but government ones as
well, and our organization is part
of that national working group.

We are getting a second chance
to do the right thing, to appreciate
beavers and their benefits. Just
remember last time we used them
as a resource for man’s profit,
we almost eliminated them. If
beavers are gone, so are their
benefits and the hope we have in
them helping to save our planet.

Beavers’ environmental
superpowers can’t be mstched by
any other creature on the planet
besides man, and they’re much
less expensive. Vermont Beaver
Association is 100% dedicated to
non-lethal resolutions. If you’ve
reached out to us, then you’ve
made that choice on your own
and we appreciate you choosing
that path. We protect identities
and locations as well, so you can
feel secure when you participate
with us. A pathway to non-lethal
coexistence is a good thing. We
will know where to send you,
based on your issues and needed
solutions.

That’s a pretty productive
and amazing second chance and
I think Beavers deserve better
considerations and protections.

Bev Soychak
Monkton
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Addison

ADDISON — In Australian
balloting on Tuesday, March 4, at
the Addison Community Center
(formerly the Addison Central
School) gymnasium, Addison
residents returned an incumbent
selectboard member to office and
chose between two newcomers to
fill a second vacancy on the board.

In one selectboard contest,
farmer and multi-term incumbent
Peter Briggs defeated Levi Barrett,
an Addison Town Hall Committee
member who is self-employed, for
a two-year term, 217-171.

Briggs had also defeated Barrett
for a one-year term in March 2024.

The other selectboard race pitted
artist and former Apple and Gap
Inc. employee Michael Hollis, an
Addison Planning Commission and
Town Hall Committee member,
against Vermont Agency of
Transportation employee Geoffrey
Grant. They were also on the 2024
ballot, both coming up short in a
five-way race won by incumbent
Roger Waterman.

Hollis did earn a few more
votes than Grant a year ago in the
crowded field, but this time Grant
came out on top, 225-160.

Other Addison candidates for
office were unopposed. Incumbent
Adam Thomann earned another
two years on the Tri-Town Water
board after being appointed to the
board during the past year to fill a
vacancy.

Also, Addison is one of the towns
that still elects its town clerks and
treasurers, and incumbent Cheri
Waterman was unopposed for
another three years in both those

posts.
Voters  also  backed  all
other measures, including the

selectboard’s  proposed  higher
town spending for the coming
fiscal year.

Salisbury

DEBRA HURLBURT LISTENS intently at the Salisbury town meeting held Saturday at Salisbury
Community School. Most of town business is voted on by Australian ballot.

Independent photo/Steve James

The town’s general fund budget,
including all spending except that
on roads and nonprofit donations,
was proposed at $788,655.50.
That’s about $55,000, or 7.5%,
higher than the spending plan
residents approved in March 2024.
It prevailed by a 258-136 tally.

The selectboard also proposed
a $1.024 million road budget, up
by about $85,000, or 9%, from
the spending voters backed a
year ago. A culvert replacement
on Nortontown Road drove that
higher spending, which passed by
279-114.

The selectboard plans to use
ARPA funding to help offset any
tax increase driven by the higher
spending, according to town
officials.

Residents also backed nonprofit
requests that totaled $63,931, an
increase of $1,100.

In a separate article, Addison
residents  also  gave  “the
Selectboard or its agents” the
authority to negotiate leases
for “portions of the Addison
Community Building” for up to
five years, with renewal rights for
five more years. This measure will
allow the town to start earning
rental income from the building,
including from a proposed child
care business. That article passed,
268-122.

Another housekeeping item will
give the selectboard authority to
rename areserve fund “the Addison
Community Center Reserve Fund.”
Currently $23,143.65 sits in the

Ferrisburgh

FORMER FERRISBURGH SELECTBOARD member Red Muir raises his hand to get the moderator’s
attention during a discussion at the Ferrisburgh community center during Saturday’s town meeting.

Independent photo/Steve James

former “Addison Central School
Fund” that the Addison Northwest
School District transferred to the
town along with the title to the
former central school.

According to the article, the
selectboard would use the fund
for “voter approved budget
appropriations for the purposes of
covering expenditures that cannot
be supported by a regular budget.”

Voters backed that article, 271-
119.

Brandon

BRANDON — After Town
Meeting Day voting, the Brandon
selectboard will see one incumbent
keep his seat, one familiar face not
currently on the board win a seat,
and one newcomer claim the third
seat up for grabs.

Selectman Ralph Ethier easilty
defeated challenger Isaiah K. Webb,
756-89, for a three-year seat on the
board. In a four-way race for two
one-year spots on the selectboard,
one-time member Cecil Reniche-
Smith was the top vote-getter
with 600. Jeff Haylon also won a
one-year seat with 565 votes. Two
others on the ballot Vicki Disorda
(323 votes) and Raymond Marcoux
(188) finished out of the money.

More than 900 votes were cast on
the municipal budget, which passed
by a comfortable margin. Last year,
voters rejected the town budget on
the first try.

Residents on Tuesday voted
607 yes, to 318 no on proposed
FY2026 general fund spending
of $3,403,965, which represents
a 2.25% increase over the current
year. The amount to be raised by
taxes — $2,876,645 — is a 1.4%
hike.

The margin of approval for a
separate article asking voters to
raise $50,000 to put aside for a
capital fund was similar; 567 voted
yes, 333 said no.

Brandon voters joined their peers
in Leicester, Whiting, Goshen,
Sudbury and Pittsford in casting
ballots on the budget and board
members representing the Otter
Valley Unified Union schools.
Last year, those voters rejected the
proposed OVUU spending plan
twice. This year they approved it
on the first round — but only by a
single vote.

The Brandon-area district in
2024 approved a spening plan of
$26,808,222.

The board this year warned a
FY26spendingplanof$28,022,999,
which is 9.38% higher in per pupil
spending than the budget approved
last year. It passed by a tally of 817
yes, 816 no.

The approved spending
represents a4.5% hike ($1,214,777)
from last year.

There were no surprises in the
election of school board members.
The winning school directors in
uncontested races were

Lauren Thomas (Brandon),
Lesley Bienvenue (Leicester),
Laurie L. Bertrand (Sudbury), Brett
Mullin and Jessica Markowski
(Pittsford) and Barbara Ebling (at-
large). Two OVUUS board seats
— one representing Whiting and
one at-large — appear to have not
garnered enough write-in votes to
pick a winner. The new board will
have to appoint those members.

Bridport

BRIDPORT  —  Bridport
residents on Town Meeting Day
agreed to all the spending articles
on their warning, including a
$75,000 request for a new one-
ton truck with equipment (to be
financed over three years), and
to use $194,220 in general fund
surplus as a state grant match to
finance an estimated $971,100
culvert replacement project on
Middle Road.

Other  requests receiving
overwhelming approval at
Bridport’s March 4 gathering
included:

* A combined general fund/
highway budget of $1,765,090 for
fiscal year 2026.

» Arequestthat—in accounting
for repairs related to the August
2023 rainstorm damage — any
deficit from the fiscal year 2023-
2024 public works budget be
softened by any fund balance from
the department’s 2022-2023 fiscal
year budget.

* $30,000 to support the
Bridport Fire Department during
FY’26.

* A combined $52,165 in social
service agency requests from

nonprofits that serve Bridport
residents.

There were no contested
municipal elections in Bridport this
year. Those unopposed included
Drexel Wheeler, three years,
selectboard; Stephanie Ouelette
Pope, two years, selectboard; Tim
Howlett, one year, town moderator;
Darwin Pratt, three years, water
commissioner; and Vicki Major,
three years, town lister.

Bridport residents in Australian
ballot voting on Tuesday helped
decide a proposed 2025-2026
Addison Central School District
budget of $51,719,284 to run
Middlebury-area  schools; a
Patricia Hannaford Carer Center
FY’26 budget of $5,704,280;
and a five-person race for three
Middlebury seats on the ACSD
board, which were voted at-large
in the district-member towns of
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury,
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and
Weybridge. Please see separate
stories in this edition revealing
those results.

Bristol

BRISTOL — Perhaps the most
surprising result from Town
Meeting Day voting in Bristol
was a tie for a two-year term on
the Lawrence Memorial Library
Board of Trustees. Audrey
Beckwith and write-in candidate
Peter Hewitt both received 253
votes for the seat.

Bristol Town Clerk/Treasurer
Sharon Lucia said that according
to state statute, the town must
now warn a runoff election within
seven days. That election must
then be held between 15 and 22
days after the warning.

Only the candidates who tied
will be on the ballot for the runoff
election, unless one of them
withdraws within five days after
Town Meeting Day, in which case
the other tied candidate would be
certified as the winner.

The two-year term was one of six
seats on the Lawrence Memorial
Library Board of Trustees on the
March 4 ballot. Nine candidates
filed to run for the spots, and those
seats went to:

e Elizabeth  Guilbeault, the
top vote-getter in a four-person
contest for two two-year terms
on the board, earning 406 votes.
Beckwith and write-in candidate
Hewitt received the second-most
votes, tying with 253 tallies

each. Jill Danyow (139 votes)

and Ashley “Boots,” Bennett (73

votes) finished out of the running.

* In a race for three three-year
(See Bristol, Page 104)

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
PROPERTY TAX BILLS
MARCH INSTALLMENTS ARE DUE IN THE
FINANCE OFFICE ON OR BEFORE:
MONDAY, MARCH 17, 2025 (since the 15t is a Saturday)
Finance Office: 388-8100 ext. 203, 204 or 208
accountclerk@townofmiddlebury.org

Office Hours: Mon - Fri, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm
Please allow extra time if you are mailing your payment,
postmarks are not accepted as timely payment.

For your convenience, there is a secure payment box
located between the Town Office and the Library.

Middlebury
Cornwall
Weybridge
Leicester
Whiting
Salisbury

The Stevens Farmstead in Sudbury
is offering 12 weeks of professionally
prepared, locally sourced meals, delivered
every Tuesday to your door!

Email us to preview the menu or to sign up!
thestevensfarmstead@gmail.com

Deliveries begin March 11

Numerous options, including
vegelarian and gluten free!
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(Bristol continued dinner. moderator, one year; Don Burns,
from Page 94) At the annual meeting, residents selectboard, three years; Tanya
terms on the board Vicki Coyle OK’d: Byker, selectboard, two years;
earned the most votes with 492, * A General Fund Operating Laura Fetterolf, Richard Isenberg,
followed by Darren Klinefelter Budget of $1,096,775, with Patricia McCormick and Kristina
with 428 and write-in candidate $909,845 to be raised in taxes. Simmons, library trustee, all four
Ken Johnson with 340. Nakeeya That figure includes capital terms of two years; and Don Burns
Deas finished fourth with 227 appropriations for the building and Steve Mahoney, planning
votes and Alison DaBica received and  maintenance, sidewalk, commission, both for terms of
197 votes. technology, cemetery reserve, three years.

* Daniella Sutherland won a conservation reserve and Cornwall residents on Tuesday
one-year term on the board with reappraisal funds. also helped decide a proposed
312 votes. Sutherland was the * Public works department 2025-2026 Addison Central School
lone candidate on the ballot, but spending of $1,292,108, with District budget of $51,719,284 to
write-in candidate Betsy Almeter $1,177,108 to be raised in taxes. run Middlebury-area schools; a
received 273 votes. That amount includes capital Patricia Hannaford Carer Center

In other Town Meeting Day appropriations for the Highway FY’26 budget of $5,704,280;
voting, incumbents Elizabeth Equipment, Capital Paving and and a five-person race for three
Sayre and Meredith Rossignol Road funds. Middlebury seats on the ACSD
were elected to continue serving in * Arts, Parks and Recreation board, which were voted at-large
their spots on the Mount Abraham  Department spending of $463,484, in the district-member towns of
Unified School District Board. with $314,684 to be raised in Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury,
In the three-person race for two taxes. That includes capital Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and
three-year terms, Sayre earned the appropriations for the Recreation Weybridge. Please see separate
most votes with 506 and Rossignol ~ Equipment and Facilities Fund. stories in this edition revealing
received 421 tallies. Chanin Hill * Fire department spending those results.
received 238 votes. of $501,093, which would all

MAUSD board member Melissa be raised in taxes. That figure
Laurie was unopposed for a two- includes appropriations for the
year term. Fire Equipment and Fire Vehicle ° b h

Selectboard incumbents Ian funds. H k Fe rrls Urg
Albinson (three-year term) and « A total of  $435,363 ancoc
John “Peeker” Heffernan (two- in  appropriations to  civic BRANDON SHAWN IS looking for answers during a discussion at Hancock’s town meeting on Tuesday FERRISBURGH — At
year term) won re-election. Both ~organizations, including the morning. Ferrisburgh’s town hall on Saturday
ran unopposed. Lawrence Memorial Library. Independent photo/Steve James morning, Ferrisburgh  residents

Over 200 Bristol voters turned
out for the town’s annual meeting
on Monday — 229 in person and
30 watching online, in addition
to around 15-20 nonvoters in
attendance. Monday’s turnout saw
a substantial increase from last
year’s annual meeting, when 66
residents attended in person and
20 over Zoom.

Bristol town officials and
community members this year
implemented a few strategies to
try and attract more people to the
annual event, including offering
free childcare, starting the meeting
an hour earlier and having food
trucks outside Holley Hall prior to
the meeting for residents to grab

Voters also amended a couple
of articles from the floor: opting
to increase the appropriation for
the Have-a-Heart Food Shelf from
$6,000 to $10,000 and decrease
the limit set on the penalty charged
for late property tax payments
from 4% of the amount owed to
2%.

At the polls on March 4, Bristol
residents living in the police
district (primarily the village)
approved a proposed fiscal year
2026 police budget of $688,370
— which reflects an increase
of $61,742, or 9.85%, from the
current year. Voters OK’d the
spending plan, 300-103.

Bristol voters on  Town

Lincoln, VT Homeowner
Recommends Bristol Electronics

Meeting Day also weighed in on
a $34,894,443 MAUSD spending
plan for the 2025-2026 school
year and an article asking district
voters whether to allow district
officials to transfer up to $1.04
million from the Capital Reserve
Fund to the General Fund to help
pay for replacing Mount Abraham
Union High School’s roof.

They also fielded a proposed
Patricia Hannaford Career Center
FY’26 budget of $5,704,280
to deliver vocational-technical
education to Addison County
students. See separate stories in
this edition revealing those results.

Phase | - 2014

my first ever noisy window A/C.
Phase Il - 2016

Phase Il - 2019

802.453.2500 -

For a long time I had been thinking of going solar, but had not pursued it until | talked with a neighbor who
just had hers installed. | contracted with her installer and soon had panels on the roof that supplied all of my
household electricity, with some extra capacity to supply an on-demand electric water heater | soon putin. |
loved not hearing the propane boiler firing up in the summer to keep domestic water hot for the shower I'd be
taking 16 hours later. Thrilled with the installation and not having an electric bill. | even splurged and bought

While my primary heat source has been a woodstove and later a pellet stove, the propane boiler served as my
backup. On a December road trip to PEI, | discovered the 25+ year old propane boiler died on me. I'm lucky to
have had a monitoring system to notice this and awesome neighbors to feed pellets until | got back. Rather than
buy another fossil fuel burning device, | decided to have heat pumps installed. At the time Bristol Electronics
didn't install those, but they were very competitive as | shopped around for additional solar capacity. So in
February 2016 they were on the roof installing panels that would provide enough electricity year round to supply
my heating needs. And, since the heat pump also cools the house quietly on the hottest days, | sold the window
unit. Maybe I'm just getting older, but there seems to be more and more of those hot days.

Since | commute from So. Lincoln to Burlington, I've always felt guilty about all of the CO2 I've been

emitting to get to work. | still have 7-10 years before | can even think about retiring, so | decided to make the
investment and buy an electric car. And part of that investment was to buy the additional solar capacity to
power it. | didn’t think twice about having Bristol Electronics do it. My roof was running out of space, and since
it has a low pitch, snow coverage was a issue for the last two years. This time | worked with Chris, Stephen,
Dave and Trevor to have a ground mount installed that will be easy to clear the snow off of. They did amazing
work, despite weather issues, and were actually able to make some long overdue landscaping improvements
during the process. | couldn’t be happier with my experience with this team!

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

BristolElectronicsVT.com

~ Paul Webb, Lincoln, VT

Cornwall

CORNWALL — Cornwall
residents at their town meeting
endorsed every item on their
warning, including proposals
to have their town clerk elected
(instead of appointed), and to
allow the selectboard to appoint
the community’s planning
commission members to one-
year terms, instead of the current

practice of electing them by
Australian ballot.
It was only recently that

Cornwall had decided to appoint
its town clerk, rather than continue
the process of electing that official.
But incumbent Town Clerk Laura
Fetterolf — a Cornwall resident
— suggested to the selectboard
that the town revert to electing
its clerk, and the panel agreed to
allow local voters to decide the
matter. The measure passed by
an overwhelming voice vote —
following a 30-minute discussion
— at Saturday’s annual meeting,
which drew around 125 residents,
according to former Cornwall
Town Clerk Sue Johnson.

The practice of voting on the
town clerk (for a three-year term)

will take effect next Town Meeting
Day, and Fetterolf has pledged to
be on the ballot.

Also passing by comfortable
voice votes on Saturday were
proposals to:

* Adopt a fiscal year 2026
general fund budget of $548,081,
and a recommended FY’26
highway budget of $515,050.

* A $81,200 appropriation to
help fund the Cornwall Volunteer
Fire Department during FY’26.

* A recommendation to exempt
the fire department and its two
properties at 1952 Route 30 and 63
North Bingham St. from property
taxation for the next five years.

e A $5,000 contribution to the
Cornwall Free Public Library to
pay its expenses during FY’26.

* $26,395 for wvarious social

service agencies that serve
Cornwall residents.
On Tuesday, residents cast

ballots on some contested seats
for the Addison Central School
District board, and on uncontested

races for various municipal
positions.
There were no contested

elections on Cornwall’s municipal
ballot. Those running unopposed
in Tuesday Australian ballot
elections included Cy Tall, town

from the floor of town meeting
approved by unanimous voice vote
the selectboard’s proposed 2025-
2026 spending plan of $2,830,154.

Likewise, residents also backed
by voice vote $38,895 of nonprofit
requests, all in a single amended
motion. The amendment came
from the floor and boosted the
town’s donation to American
Legion Post 14 in Vergennes from
$300 to $1,000.

Thus, the overall increase in
spending residents supported was
$210,970, or roughly 8%.

Residents retain the right to
amend the budget from the floor of
the meeting in Ferrisburgh.

According to Town Clerk and
Assistant Treasurer Pam Cousino,
each penny on the town’s tax rate
raises about $55,000, meaning if
all things were equal the higher
spending could raise Ferrisburgh’s
municipal (non-school) rate by
about 3.8 cents.

But Ferrisburgh is sitting on
an undesignated fund balance of
about $840,000, some of which the
selectboard could choose to use to
offset a tax increase.

Selectboard Chair Clark
Hinsdale said before the meeting
the selectboard would wait until the
board sets the tax rate this summer

(See Ferrisburgh, Page 114)
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(Ferrisburgh continued
from Page 104)
— the new fiscal year begins July 1
— to decide whether to apply some
of that surplus toward lowering the
tax rate.

By then, town officials said the
town’s fiscal picture will be clearer,
including how much growth there
will be in the grand list, a factor
that will affect how much money
that penny on the rate raises.

The town is undergoing a
property reappraisal, but officials
said it would not be completed in
time to affect FY2026 tax rates.

Also, according to Addison
Northwest School District
estimates, Ferrisburgh’s homestead
school tax rate will be lower.
That final rate could influence the
selectboard’s decision, Hinsdale
acknowledged.

Within the selectboard budget,
one proposal is to add a town
administrative  position.  After
debate on whether to make the
position fulltime, the selectboard
added into its spending plan
$48,000 for an 80% position. But
Hinsdale said the board could use
some of the surplus to expand the
position’s hours. Board members
agree that with Road Foreman John
Bull leaving at the end of the year
and Cousino doing so this summer,
an administrator could become
necessary.

One item not on the warning
came up for discussion. The
selectboard declined earlier this
year, after hearing arguments both
pro and con at board meetings, to
include an article calling for a vote
on criticizing the state of Israel for
its actions in the war in Gaza and its
treatment of the Palestinian people.
The board said that the issue did
not pertain to town business.

Moderator Kyle Rowe also
declined to allow an amendment
to the warning to allow the issue,
as the law gives the moderator
power to do so. Rowe agreed with
the selectboard position that the
proposed article was not relevant to
town business. But town meeting
also allowed residents to ask for

Ferrisburgh

FERRISBURGH SELECTMAN CHRIS Campbell emphasizes his point about military pensions during an
exchange with State Sen. Ruth Hardy during the Ferrisburgh town meeting on Saturday.

Independent photo/Steve James

a vote to overrule a moderator’s
ruling if they could achieve a two-
thirds majority.

Officials asked for those in
favor and those against allowing a
vote to stand in turn, and Cousino
said the vote against won by a
substantial margin.

In Australian balloting on
Tuesday there were no contested
races on the ballot, but also no
major offices left unfilled.

Running without opposition and
elected to the selectboard were
former selectboard chair Rick
Ebel, who filed for a three-year
term to return to the board after
an absence of a few years, and
two incumbent board members,
current Selectboard Chair Clark
Hinsdale and Walter Reed.

Hinsdale filed for the one-year
remainder of the term of former

selectman Steve Fleming, who
resigned from the board. Another
former board chair, Jessica James,
has been serving as an appointee to
fill Fleming’s seat, but only through
Town Meeting Day. And Reed filed
for another two-year term.

Ferrisburgh ANWSD  board
member Nikki Bearor’s term
expired, and she ran unopposed for
another three years.

Goshen

GOSHEN — Perhaps it was
the new town moderator, or
something in the water, but for
whatever reason, Goshen on
Monday experienced the fastest
town meeting that anyone could

remember.

“Thirty-eight minutes,” Town
Clerk Martin Fjeld reported.

Michael Medeiros stepped in
as moderator, and by all accounts
kept the business of the meeting
moving along.

Byvoicevote, the40 orsocitizens
in attendance approved the warned
$618,960 in general municipal
spending, even though that figure
was $349,199, or 130%, more than
they approved last year. The big
difference is that the new budget
includes a big project to renovate
the town hall, making it much
more energy efficient. The project
will be paid for with a $334,057
Municipal  Energy  Resilience
Program (MERP) grant, that just
came in this past October. Taking
out that federal grant, the proposed
increase in municipal spending

is around $15,000, or about 3%.
Once the MERP renovations are
completed, the upstairs in town hall
will be available for community
gatherings.

Goshen voters also OK’d
$749,200 to spend on the roads,
which is an increase of less than
$2,000 (.03%). But here too outside
grant money decreases the need for
local tax dollars. The selectboard
says that minus outside grants,
town taxes for roads will represent
a net 9% decrease from last year.

Medeiros must’ve made a
positive impression. In Australian
ballot voting on Tuesday, he won
28 of the 37 ballots counted for
town moderator and won a one-
year term.

Selectboard member  Diane
O’Classen decided not to seek
re-election, and Alyza McKeighan
was the winner of a three-year seat.
Fjeld was re-elected as town clerk.

Goshen voters joined their peers
in Brandon, Whiting, Goshen,
Sudbury and Pittsford in casting
ballots on the budget and board
members representing the Otter
Valley Unified Union schools.
Last year, those voters rejected the
proposed OVUU spending plan
twice. This year they approved it
on the first round — but only by
one vote.

The Brandon-area district in
2024 approved a spending plan of
$26,808,222. The board this year
warned a FY26 spending plan
of $28,022,999, which is 9.38%
higher in per pupil spending than
the budget approved last year. It
passed on Tuesday by a tally of 817
yes, 816 no.

The approved spending
represents a4.5% hike ($1,214,777)
from last year.

There were no surprises in the
election of school board members.
The winning school directors in
uncontested races were Lesley
Bienvenue (Leicester), Lauren
Thomas (Brandon), Laurie L.
Bertrand (Sudbury), Brett Mullin
and Jessica Markowski (Pittsford)
and Barbara Ebling (at-large).
Two OVUUS board seats — one

representing Whiting and one
at-large — appear to have not
garnered enough write-in votes to
pick a winner. The new board will
have to appoint those members.

Granville

GRANVILLE — Discussion
at Granville’s town meeting on
Tuesday evening wasn’t too loud,
but it may have lasted a little longer
than some people like. There
was a question about how the fire
department explained its funding
in the town report (the question
was resolved), a little talk about
the $500,000 Municipal Energy
Resilience Project (MERP) grant
that the town will use to make
energy improvements at the town
clerk’s office and town hall, and the
legislators gave an in-person report
that seemed to last a little longer
than some residents thought was
necessary.

When it came time for the
estimated 40 people to vote on a
noise ordinance, they instructed the
selectboard not to create one.

“People just have to talk with
their neighbors when there’s a
problem,” Town Clerk Cheryl
Sargeant said.

As far as the MERP grant,
Sargeant said that a portion of
funding coming from the state is
already being used to advertise for
a designer and an engineer to begin
planning the updates to the town
clerk’s office. But the uncertainty
around federal funds right now —
the Trump administration has put
holds on federal disbursments or
threatened to —means the town is
going slow on some portion of the
energy-saving upgrades.

Residents OK’d the town
spending as proposed. Specifically,
Granville has budgeted $420,820,
which was a hike of $14,934, or
3.7%, from what was approved
last year. The selectboard’s budget

broke that down as muncipal
(See Granville, Page 124)
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(Granville continued Otter Valley Unified Union schools.
Jfrom Page 114) Last year, those voters rejected the
spending of $223,912, up 2.3% proposed OVUU spending plan
from last year, and road spending of twice. This year they approved it
$196,908, which is 5.2% more than on the first round — but only by

last year. one vote.

On the personnel front, Granville The Brandon-area district in
lostalong-time selectboard member. 2024 approved a spending plan of
Board chair Bruce Hyde said he $26,808,222. The board this year
didn’t want to serve in that post warned a FY26 spending plan
again, and so residents elected Kelli of $28,022,999, which is 9.38%
Eckroth to a three-year seat on the higher in per pupil spending than
selectboard. Hyde isn’t completely the budget approved last year. It
going away; he was elected as passed on Tuesday by a tally of 817
second auditor. Others winning yes, 816 no.
election were Sargeant re-elected The approved spending
as town clerk, Eckroth re-elected represents a4.5% hike ($1,214,777)
as moderator, Nancy Needham from last year.
town treasurer and delinquent tax There were no surprises in the
collector, Jennifer Stickney second election of school board members.
constable for East Granville, and The winning school directors in
Kate Stauss and William Brokoff as uncontested races were Lesley
cemetery commissioners Bienvenue (Leicester), Lauren

Thomas (Brandon), Laurie L.
Bertrand (Sudbury), Brett Mullin
H an cock and Jessica Markowski (Pittsford)

Hancock

HANCOCK — It took three
hours for Hancock residents to
work their way through a very
consequential town meeting on
Tuesday morning, but when they
left, they knew they had made big
changes in the little White River
Valley town.

After much discussion, voters
approved three measures that will
change three key municipal jobs.

The first will allow a non-
resident to become town clerk
and town treasurer, and will also
allow the selectboard to appoint
those two key officials for the time
being. Residents also agreed that
Hancock should adopt the town
manager form of governance.
Selectboard Chair Scott Gillette
explained that the job has just
become too big, and requires too
much specialized knowledge,
for a selectboard made up of
basically volunteers. He said that
the recovery from the 2023 floods,
which involved a lot of work
with state and federal agencies,
really showed the need for
professionalization. At that time,
Gillette told the Indepenedent,
one of the board members was
spending 20 hours a week just
working on flood recovery for the
town — in addition to a regular,
full-time job.

“We’re missing out on a lot
of grants,” because they take a
special skill set to procure, he said.

While the changes in town
government were passed by a vote
from the floor of town meeting,
Gillege said, “Voters were a little
anxious about giving up control.”

The path to installing a town
manager is not exactly clear.
Hancock could not offer a full-
time position to a person with
the appropriate skills, so the
selectboard will work with a
regional planning commission to
see if it can partner with a nearby
town to split a town manager —
thus giving the right applicant a
good reason to take on the job.

Town Clerk Wendy Stender was
appointed in December. Gillette
said she was very capable, and
one possible route would be to
get her training to become a town

HANCOCK TOWN CLERK Wendy Stender appears to be enjoying a lighter moment during Tuesday
morning’s town meeting in the White River Valley town. It is her first town meeting since being appointed

to her post in December.

Independent photo/Steve James

administrator. If that does come to
pass, Gillette said the town could
return the town clerk position to an

elected job, rather than appointed.
Tuesday’s Hancock  town
meeting also featured some

familiar work. Attendees approved
a town spending proposal of
$436,244, plus $7,019 in voter
approved appropriations, for a
total of $443,265. That respresents
a decline in spending of around
$29,000. There was one change
from the warned budget figure; the
town added $9,000 as the municipal
match to a $60,000 grant awarded
in January to help the town plan
expanded housing development in
the center of the village at Tyler
Meadow.

The selectboard also discussed
the town’s recently awarded
Municipal  Energy  Resilience
Project (MERP) grant — $342,155
that will be used to weatherize
town buildings.

Finally, incumbent Jim Leno
won re-clection to a three-year seat
on the selectboard.

Leicester

LEICESTER — Like they often
do, Leicester residents came to
their in-person town meeting at
the Leicester Meeting House on
Monday evening and approved
municipal and road spending by a
voice vote.

But the next day, Leicester voters
went to the polls and adopted
Article 3 — “Shall the Town of
Leicester adopt all budget articles
by Australian ballot ... beginning
2026?” — by a large margin.
In Australian ballot voting, 132
residents voted yes, and 54 voted
no. Next year there will be no floor
vote on the municipal budget.

Not like there was a lot of
changes this year.

The selectboard proposed town
spending of $825,216, which was
down $9,470 from last year. The

amount to be raised in property
taxes will increase $23.014, or
3.7% — from $617,966 last year
to $640,980 this year.

The  Leicester  selectboard
budgeted town spending into two
chunks: general town expenses
and highway expenses. Voters
OK’d $349,401 for general
expenses, with the amount raised
by taxes pegged at $300,580. They
approved proposed spending on
roads of $475,815, with the amount
to be raised by taxes $340,401.

In addition to voting on
the town budget, residents on
Tuesday cast ballots on a handful

of elected positions. Incumbents
won: Richard Reed, 1 year as
moderator; Diane Benware, 3
years selectboard; Tom Barker, 2
years selectboard; Beth Ripley, 1
year delinquent tax collector; and
Donna Pidgeon, 3 years auditor.
The other result from Tuesday’s
Australian ballot voting approved
spending $1,000 to support the
Whiting Community Food Shelf;
the tally was 161 yes, 28 no.
Leicester voters joined their
peers in Brandon, Whiting,
Goshen, Sudbury and Pittsford in
casting ballots on the budget and
board members representing the

Monkton

OUTGOING MONKTON SELECTBOARD Chair Stephen Pilcher
handles questions large and small with aplomb and good humor
during Saturday’s town meeting. It was his last after many years in

service to his town.

Photo by Buzz Kuhns

Drive safely and help

your Neighbors!

Owners Steve and Lisa Dupoise

Join Addison County Alignment & Repair for our
Free brakes for food promotion

Donate: 12 non-perishable food items
Receive: a Free Brake Inspection and Diagnosis
If you need brakes, we provide FREE premium brake pads and

$50 off labor to install the pads with the purchase of rotors. If you need pads
and rotors for both front and rear brakes, we ask that you donate 12 additional food

items for HOPE. Thank you!

No other discounts may be combined with this offer. We do not pad slap.

All donations go
straight to HOPE

Dates: Feb. 10 - March 21, 2025

learn more at Hope-VT.org

7409 Ethan Allen Hwy, Ste 1, New Haven VT 05472
802-723-2227 ¢ www.acarvt.com ¢ info@acar2024.com

and Barbara Ebling (at-large).

Two OVUUS board seats — one
representing Whiting and one
at-large — appear to have not
garnered enough write-in votes to
pick a winner. The new board will
have to appoint those members.

Lincoln

LINCOLN — On Town Meeting
Day, Lincoln resident Jessica
Erwin earned 32 write-in votes
for the one year remaining of a
two-year term on the selectboard,
enough to win the open seat. Bay
Jackson received 23 write-votes
for the spot.

Lincoln selectboard members
Ken Stockman (three-year term)
and Lisa Sargent (two-year term)
ran unopposed to continue serving
in their spots on the board.

Lincoln school board members
Jeanne Albert (three-year term)
and Mary Gemignani (two-year
term) were also unchallenged in
their bids to continue serving on
the school board.

Over 100 Lincoln voters filed
into Burnham Hall for the town’s
annual meeting on Monday
evening. Those in attendance
voted from the floor to approve a
general fund budget of $672,065
and $1,157,856 in highway
spending for the upcoming fiscal
year. The general fund spending
reflects an increase of 7.8%. The
highway budget saw an increase
0f $70,176, or 6.5%.

Later on in the meeting, residents
approved 28 voted appropriations
to local organizations totaling
$153,390, including $44,000 for
the Lincoln Library and $56,000
for the Lincoln Volunteer Fire
Company.

Voters spent about an hour on
Article 7, which asked voters to
authorize the town clerk’s salary to
be raised by $10,123, plus $1,382
in associated taxes and benefits.
Town Clerk Sally Ober explained
that the request was intended to
bring her salary in line with the
actual number of hours she works,
which was previously assumed to
be an average of 34 hours a week
and is actually 40 hours. Adopting

the article would shake out to a
new pay rate of around $28.20/
hour, town officials said.

The article was amended to
raise the town clerk’s salary by
$14,636.60, which would bring the
hourly pay rate up to $30.37/hour,
the average Vermont town clerk’s
salary according to town officials’
presentation. In the end, voters
agreed to raise the town clerk’s
salary by the amended amount,
107-36.

Lincoln residents on Monday
passed Article 8, which asked
if the town should eliminate the
office of lister “and replace it
with a professionally qualified
contracted assessor appointed by
the selectboard.” They also OK’d
a sum of $175,000 for “further
restoration and improvement of
existing Class 2 asphalt surface
town highways,” which would be
deposited in the paving reserve
fund.

Voters authorized spending up
to $10,000 for contracted law
enforcement services. That request
has in recent years been shot down
by voters and prompted a lengthy
discussion.

Article 9 asked Lincoln voters
whether the town should move to
voting on all money articles by
Australian ballot beginning next
year. After discussion, residents
voted by division of the house in
favor of tabling the article, 85-48.

During the Lincoln School
District’s annual meeting, voters
approved a $5,179,244.76 spending
plan for the 2025-2026 school
year, an increase of 5.1% over
the current year. Town officials
estimate the spending plan would
translate to a homestead tax rate
decrease of 20.8 cents per $100 of
assessed property value, or 16.4%.
Residents that pay education taxes
based on their income are expected
to see a decrease of around 20%.

Voters also agreed to allow
school officials to transfer up to
$380,000 of the district’s audited
surplus funds to the Education
Reserve Fund. District officials
expect a surplus of $481,173.55,
and the proposed FY’26 budget
accounts for applying $100,000 of
the surplus to offset taxes for the
upcoming year.

Residents were also asked if the
district should adopt its budget by
Australian ballot beginning next
year. Voters ultimately decided to
table the article, 48-35.

Middlebury

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury
residents at their annual gathering
on Monday, and in Australian
ballot voting on Tuesday, endorsed
all the money items that were
presented to them — including a
$49.5 million bond to perform a
major upgrade to the community’s
wastewater treatment plant.

A crowd of around 125 people
turned out for the annual meeting,
held in the Middlebury Union High
School auditorium. The biggest
item on their to-do list: Decide
a fiscal year 2026 municipal

(See Middlebury, Page 134)
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(Middlebury continued the service they expect right now, Officials estimated the LOT wastewater treatment plant (see

from Page 124)
budget of $14,548,535, of which
$9,162,148 is to be raised by taxes.

Those present passed the
budget by a unanimous voice vote
following around 40 minutes of
discussion.

Middlebury Town Manager
Mark Pruhenski explained the
budget will require a 5.33-cent
increase (5.99%) in the municipal
tax rate, to 94.27 cents per $100 in
property value.

Pruhenski told attendees the
biggest FY’26 budget drivers are
a $492,329 increase in negotiated
wage and benefits for municipal
employees, a $123,451 bump for
capital improvements, a $91,474
hike for equipment maintenance
and purchases, a $28,500 rise in
parks & recreation administration
expenses, and a 16% increase in
healthcare premiums.

“Inflation, fixed costs,
equipment purchases and
maintenance, and very necessary
capital improvements, are driving
this year’s increase,” Pruhenski
said, adding, “that trend is likely
to continue.”

Resident Ross Conrad, among
others, asked about surging health
insurance costs.

“Is there anything the town can
do ... to control healthcare costs,
or are we totally at the mercy of
what goes on at the state and
federal level to pay whatever costs
come down the pike?” he asked.

Some meeting participants
suggested the town partner with
other towns and area schools to
create more bargaining clout with
insurance  carriers.  Pruhenski
said the town is working with the
Vermont League of Citizens &
Towns on options for stabilizing
healthcare premium increases for
FY’27.

Resident Dave Silberman took
issue with the proposed police
budget of $2,311,650. He noted
the budget had grown by around

R ——,
HEATHER SEELEY

Middlebury

AFTER NINE YEARS serving Middlebury on the town selectboard,
Heather Seely gives her attention to one last town meeting at
Middlebury Union High School Monday night before her term on the

board expires this week.

Independent photo/Steve James

30% over the past three budget
cycles.

“That’s a lot,” he said. “It’s a
big driver of the overall increase
in taxes. Why is it going up by
so much, and has the selectboard
spent time thinking about whether
the police department we have, is
the police department we need?”

Middlebury Police Chief Jason
Covey said the FY’26 PD budget
reflects a 4.87% increase in
spending, with most of that related
to wages.

“The police department is still
understaffed,” he said, adding that
current wages are also a reflection
of “the most educated police
department we’ve ever had.”

He discussed the difficulties
PDs nationwide are having in
recruiting and retaining qualified

officers.

“I believe we need the PD that
we have, and I believe we need
a larger PD,” he said. “We are
struggling at times to keep up with
our call volume.”

Last year’s calls-for-service
were almost 1,000 more than the
year before, according to Covey.

“The police log is just a small
snapshot of what we’re doing,”
he said. “Last Saturday alone, our
department (dealt with calls about)
two stolen vehicles in town, a DUI
that required use of force, and an
attempted murder.”

Middlebury PD, he added, is
the only municipal police agency
in the county that operates 24/7,
at times when mutual aid isn’t
available.

“If Middlebury residents want

this is the cost of doing business,”
he said.

Silberman asked for a response
from the selectboard, and Chairman
Brian Carpenter weighed in.

“We’re very proud of our police
department. Our PD has been
very frugal, when you look at the
services you’re getting and what it
costs us,” he said. “If you want to
look at a community that defunded
the police, look at Burlington. We
don’t intend to be like Burlington.”

Resident ~ Victoria  DeWind
asked about the town’s $119,000
charge for Middlebury Regional
EMS service in FY’26. Carpenter
explained the ambulance service
wasn’t making ends meet under a
prior fee schedule, and elected to
up the ante in 2024 by assessing
a higher per capita fee to the
communities it serves to reflect
the true costs of business and
ensure periodic replacement of its
ambulances.

LOCAL OPTION TAXES

Participants learned the FY’26
budget’s tax impact could have
been more severe, were it not for
the $1.3 million in local option
tax (LOT) surplus that will be
applied to the spending plan.
Approved by Middlebury voters
in 2008, the 1% local tax on
rooms, meals, sales and alcohol is
raising far more than its intended
purpose: to pay the town’s
share of annual debt service and
maintenance on the $16 million
Cross Street Bridge project.

The LOT — paid by anyone who
shops, dines or pays for lodging in
Middlebury — is conservatively
estimated to bring in $1.3 million
next year. Middlebury College is
underwriting $600,000 annually
for debt on the Cross Street
Bridge, leaving the town’s share
of next year’s debt at $234,137.
This leaves 1,065,863 for
investing in local capital projects
that would otherwise languish or
require taxpayer investment.

surplus fund will amount to
$2,398,473 at the end of this fiscal
year (June 30). The selectboard
proposed using $131,264 from
the fund to offset debt on the now-
completed conversion of a former
wastewater  treatment  plant
building into storage space for
the police department, and up to
$125,000 from the fund to offset
engineering and construction for
a planned Exchange Street bike-
pedestrian path.

Voters approved both those
expenditures, by unanimous
voice vote, through article 3 on
the warning.

Middlebury residents were
given a chance on Tuesday to
reiterate their desire to use future
LOT surplus for capital projects.
They voted 900-238, though
article 6, in favor of removing
what had been a Sept. 20, 2038,
sunset for the LOT. This means
that once the Cross Street Bridge
is paid off, all local option tax
revenues will be available to lower
local taxpayers’ responsibility for
capital improvements.

Town meeting attendees on
Monday also paid tribute to
longtime civic volunteer Gary
Baker (to whom this year’s
town report was dedicated); the
winners of the annual Robert E.
Collins award for “extraordinary
commitment and dedication
to the Parks & Recreation
Department”: Casey and Marc
McDonough; former Middlebury
police Chief Tom Hanley, for
stepping in as acting town
manager prior to Pruhenski’s
hiring; and Selectperson Heather
Seeley, who chose not to seek
reelection this year after nine
years of service.

In Australian ballot voting on
Tuesday, Middlebury residents
endorsed:

* By a 1,021-134 margin, a
$49.5 million bond to finance a
major makeover of the municipal

related story on Page 1A).

* By a 1,022-106 margin, $2
millioninproposed improvements
to a major municipal water pump
station off Rogers Road.

* By a 985-138 margin, a
$1 million plan to install a
stormwater treatment system for
the Adams Acres subdivision.

There were no contested
municipal elections on the
Middlebury  ballot.  Elected
unopposed, for three-year terms,
were incumbent Selectpersons
Isabel Gogarty and Andy Hooper,
as well as first-time candidate
Megan James; Natasha Sen and
Dianne Lawson, for three-year
spots on the Ilsley Public Library
board; incumbent Susan Shashok,
one year, as town moderator; and
Beth Dow, three years, as lister.

Middlebury residents in
Australian  ballot voting on
Tuesday  helped decide a
proposed 2025-2026 Addison
Central School District
budget of $51,719,284 to run
Middlebury-area schools;
a Patricia Hannaford Carer
Center budget of $5,704,280;
and a five-person race for three
Middlebury seats on the ACSD
board, which were voted at-large
in the district-member towns of
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury,
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and
Weybridge. Please see separate
stories in this edition revealing
those results.

Monkton

MONKTON —  Monkton
voters on Town Meeting Day
elected three new faces to serve
on the town’s selectboard.

In a three-person race for a
three-year term on the board,

Jessica Demeritt earned the most
(See Monkton, Page 144)
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votes with 301. The second top
vote-getter was Tom Steadman
(97), followed by Scott Gordon

(73).
John Dunham prevailed in
a four-person contest for a

two-year term. He earned 172
votes, Matthew Huizenga won
142 tallies, Randall Charboneau
received 124 votes and Anthony
Delgreco earned 14 votes.

Sam Peisch ran unopposed for
the one year remaining on a three-
year seat on the board.

Mount Abraham Unified School
District board member Kielee
Pelland was unchallenged for
a three-year term on the school
board.

Around 90 Monkton voters
gathered for the town’s annual
meeting this past Saturday.

At the annual meeting, residents
approved $877,790.72 in general
fund expenditures, a decrease
of $23,628 from what voters
approved last March.

Voters also OK’d:

* $1,498,207 in highway fund
expenditures, an increase of
$687,100.4 from what voters
approved last March. It’s worth
noting Monkton had a highway
fund surplus of $290,286.16 that
factored into the amount voted on
last year.

* $20,849 in total appropriations
for 27 local social service
agencies, down $9,348 from what
was approved last March.

Monkton voters at their town
meeting also OK’d a sum not to
exceed $114,801 for the purchase
of a Ford F550 truck.

Residents also decided to add
back in $40,000 for the Monkton
Volunteer Fire Department that
was previously eyed for reduction
as a way to cut down the tax rate.

Departing  selectboard  chair
Stephen Pilcher explained that
there was a significant jump in the
tax rate for various reasons, in part
due to how the town has in recent
years had a surplus in the highway
department, which was not the
case this year. Thus, there was a
significant increase in the tax rate,
and the selectboard looked at ways
to decrease various expenses and
bring the rate down.

One of the reductions town
officials made was to cut $40,000
from the fire department’s request,
but voters at the annual meeting
decided to add those funds back
in.

On Town Meeting Day, Monkton
residents agreed to adopt the
Monkton Town Plan 2025-2033
as approved by the selectboard in
December, voting in favor 358-71.

Monkton voters on Town
Meeting Day also weighed in on
a $34,894,443 MAUSD spending
plan for the 2025-2026 school
year and an article asking district
voters whether to allow district
officials to transfer up to $1.04
million from the Capital Reserve
Fund to the General Fund to help
pay for replacing Mount Abraham
Union High School’s roof. They
also fielded a proposed Patricia
Hannaford Career Center FY’26
budget of $5,704,280 to deliver

to Addison County students. See
separate stories in this edition
revealing those results.

New Haven

NEW HAVEN — New Haven
voters on Town Meeting Day
weighed in on a two-person contest
for a two-year seat on the Mount
Abraham Unified School District
Board, electing Sarah Louer to
continue serving in the spot she
was appointed to fill in July. Louer
received 192 votes, and Britney
Cyr earned 148 votes.

Also on Town Meeting Day,
selectboard incumbent Michael
Audy was unchallenged for a
three-year term and Chris Bataille
was unopposed for a two-year seat
on the selectboard.

New  Haven
approved:

+ $875,573.21 in general fund
expenses, up $61,326.73 from last
year’s request.

+ $1,573,462.59 for the
proposed road fund budget, with
$994,129.57 to be raised by taxes.

* $3,400 in voted appropriations

voters  also

for local organizations. An
additional $26,558.25 in
appropriations for 19  other

organizations are included in the
proposed general fund budget and
detailed in the town report.

Voters in New Haven were
asked to weigh in on several other
articles. Residents agreed to:

* Spend up to $300,000 from
the road equipment fund for a new
town truck.

* Spend up to $85,000 from the
reserve facilities fund for asbestos
remediation, installation of a vapor
barrier with new flooring on the
first floor of the Town Hall and to
upgrade the restrooms to be ADA
compliant.

* Combine the town treasurer
position with the trustee of public
funds for a three-year term starting
in 2028.

* Transition the New Haven
Community Library from an
incorporated entity to a municipal
library beginning in January 2026.

* Spend up to $60,000 from the
Bridge Fund for the replacement of
the Plank Road Bridge.

Residentsalsovoted inopposition
to an article asking whether the
town should discontinue paying
for the trash/recycling drop-off
site effective May 2025, shooting
down the article 220-148.

New Haven voters on Town
Meeting Day also weighed in on
a $34,894,443 MAUSD spending
plan for the 2025-2026 school
year and an article asking district
voters whether to allow district
officials to transfer up to $1.04
million from the Capital Reserve
Fund to the General Fund to help
pay for replacing Mount Abraham
Union High School’s roof. They
also fielded a proposed Patricia
Hannaford Career Center FY’26
budget of $5,704,280 to deliver
vocational-technical education
to Addison County students. See
separate stories in this edition
revealing those results.

Whiting Fire House

Leicester Town Office*

Salisbury Town Office
Bristol Animal Hospital**

Bridport Fire House
Monkton Fire Station

Orwell Town Office

2025 Area RABIES CLINICS

All Clinics are open to all residents of any town. Dogs and cats only. For
the safety of all, dogs should be leashed and cats in carriers. You should
bring paper proof of previous rabies vaccination(s).
$20 pervaccine CASH only - exact change appreciated.

Mon. March 10, 5:00 - 6:00 PM
Tues. March 11, 5:00- 7:00 PM

(*Both Brandon and Goshen town clerks on site for registrations)

Weds. March 12, 5:00 - 6:00 PM
Sat. March 15, 9:00- 10:00 AM

(**Lincoln town clerk on site for Lincoln registrations - $25)

Sat.March 15, 10:00 AM- 12 Noon
Tues. March 25, 6:00- 7:00 PM
Fri. March 28, 5:00- 7:00 PM

Sponsored by Bristol Animal Hospital, and Valleywide Veterinary Services
Please bring cash - cards and checks will not be accepted.

Middlebury

MIDDLEBURY RESIDENT GEORGE Marcus holds the microphone
and gets his say during a discussion at Middlebury town meeting on

Monday in the MUHS auditorium.

Independent photo/Steve James

Orwell

ORWELL — The most intensly
buring question that residents
in Orwell considered on Town
Meeting Day was not whether
to approved $2 million in town
spending. It was who to elect as
town moderator.

That’s because they’ve had the
same moderator for nearly five
decades. Mike Audet was pressed
into service as moderator in 1978.
He returned year after year to
conduct the annual town meeting.
This year he said it would be his
last.

Among the 14 town offices up
for election Tuesday, only town
moderator saw a contested race. In
the end, Glen Cousineau defeated
Joe Andriano, 182-152.

Others on the ballot winning
elections were Town Clerk
Betty Walker, Town Treasurer
Bryan Young, Selectboard Chair
Andrea Treadway (who won a
three-year seat), Selectman Mike
Christian (one year), and Harold
“Joe” Pouliot (two years on the
selectboard, among others).

At Tuesday morning’s meeting
residents OK’d the warned town
budget of $2,100,909, which was
$322,361, or 18.1%, greater than
the spending figure approved last
year.

There were plenty of other
spending items on the town
meeting warning that were also
approved. Among the $25,750 in
town projects that got funding were
$16,000 for operating the Wright
Memorial Library Building, $4,000
for the historical society, $2,200
for the Orwell Parade Committee,
$1,000 for the youth rec program,
and $14,500 for the painting the
town clock tower.

The $112,076 sewer budget,
which voters approved, will be paid
for by user fees.

Nearly $14,000 in requests for
funds to social services agencies
that service Orwell was led by
$5,000 requested by Addison
County Home Health and Hospice.
All were approved.

If anything could be called
controversial it was the question
asking Orwell voters if they wish to
instruct the selectboard to develop
an ordinance for the recreational

use of ATV/UTVs on town roads.
The measure came up last fall when
a petition with 61 signatures was
presented to the selectboard asking
the question to be put to voters. On
Tuesday, 182 voters said yes —
they did want the selectboard to
create such an oridnance. Only 169
said no — they were alright with
the status quo.

Also at the polls on Tuesday,
Orwell voters joined those in
other Slate Valley Unified Union
School District on deciding the
fate of the $32,086,270 school
budget. Although it was expected
to result in an education property
tax decrease in four of the district’s
six towns — including in Orwell
— the budget was defeated.

Panton

by voters a year ago) and about
$35,000 in higher costs for health
insurance benefits for the town’s
three fulltime employees.

Some items eliminated from
previous spending levels in
the current budget proposal
were $7,500 in a selectboard
discretionary fund, $7,000 from
office IT and supply costs, and
$20,000 in summer and winter
road materials.

But the major offset for those
increased costs in the budget is a
reduction in what the selectboard is
proposing to put into reserve funds
in the coming year. On the March
4 ballot were only two such funds:
$2,400 as an Emergency Fund and
$2,000 toward Panton’s next town-
wide reappraisal. That $4,400 total
is $71,600 less than voters were
asked to approve for a half-dozen
such funds in 2024.

Voters backed both those smaller
reserve funds, as well as $13,451
of tax money to help fund nonprofit
organizations.

Town Clerk and Treasurer Kyle
Rowe said he was hopeful the
town’s municipal tax rate would
drop by 4 cents per $100 of
assessed property value.

PANTON — Panton residents
on Tuesday unseated their multi-
term selectboard chair in favor of
a first-time candidate.

Reese  Jaring, a  Collins
Acrospace employee described
by a supporter in an email to
the Independent as having an
“extensive background in finance
and budget administration,” edged
longtime  incumbent  Howard
Hall, a former veteran Chicago
firefighter and EMT and union
head, 85-79, in 29% turnout.

In another selectboard-related
vote, residents backed a proposal
to expand the three-member board
to five members, 101-60.

Another contested Panton race
saw two candidates vying for one
of two open Panton seats on the
Vergennes-Panton Water District
Board. In that duel, challenger
Kathy Kennett defeated appointed
incumbent Bob Hartenstein for
the remainder of a two-year term,
99-55. Incumbent VPWD board
member Chris Cook ran unopposed
to serve another three years.

The selectboard’s proposed
$1,119,514 budget won support,
105-59. That spending plan shaves
off a little more than $10,000 from
the current spending level.

The lower spending plan was
achieved despite several major
expenses added to the upcoming
year’s budget, chief among them
being $72,000 for the first year of
payments on a new truck for the

Ripton

RIPTON — Ripton voters at
their annual meeting on Monday
endorsed a proposed fiscal year
2026  town/highway  budget
of $869,487, and all the other
financial asks on their warning.

Requests winning approval by
voice vote included:

. $44.,950, to help fund the
Ripton Volunteer Fire and First
Response Department through
FY’26.

. $6,000 for the Ripton
Cemetery Commission.

. $25,000 to seed a capital
fund for future “long-term or large
infrastructure projects.” Plans call
for the sum to be built over time,
with voter permission required
before it can be expended.

. A combined $21,846 in
social service agency requests
pitched by various nonprofits that
serve Ripton residents.

Voters selected, in a series of
uncontested municipal elections,
incumbent Selectman Bill
Hunsinger for another three
years on the board; Tim O’Leary,
moderator, one year; Chris Smith,
town constable, one year; Carolyn
Smith, delinquent tax collector,
one year; and Erk Eriksen, town
lister, three years.

Town meeting participants also
received anupdate on efforts tokeep
Ripton Elementary School viable.
That effort suffered a setback on
Monday when Addison Central
School District Superintendent
Wendy Baker announced that
Ripton Elementary’s effort to reach
the district’s 10-student minimum
for grades K/l for the 2025-26
academic year had failed (see
related story in this edition).

Ripton residents in Australian
ballot voting on Tuesday helped
decide a proposed 2025-2026
Addison Central School District
budget of $51,719,284 to run
Middlebury-area  schools; a
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FY’26 budget of $5,704,280;
and a five-person race for three
Middlebury seats on the ACSD
board, which were voted at-large
in the district-member towns of
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury,
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and
Weybridge. Please see separate
stories in this edition revealing
those results.

Steve Cash was unopposed in his
run for Ripton’s seat on the ACSD
board; incumbent Joanna Doria
chose not to seek reelection.

Salisbury

SALISBURY Salisbury
residents on Town Meeting Day
approved all the money items on
their warning, with the closest
vote being a 120-59 endorsement
of a request to give $17,868 to
the Otter Creek Watershed Insect
Control District to apply adulticide
to control mosquitos this year.

Voters decided their entire town
meeting agenda by Australian
ballot. Items earning majority
voter buy-in included:

* A proposed fiscal year 2026
general fund budget of $401,174,
which passed 164-15.

* An FY’26 highway budget of
$537,370, which prevailed by a
163-17 margin.

* A proposal to apply general
budget surplus (in excess of
$30,000) from the current year to
help stabilize the FY’26 tax rate.
That passed by, 165-13.

e A combined $107,925 to
help fund Addison County social

service agencies that serve
Salisbury residents.
There were no contested

elections on this year’s ballot.
Those elected unopposed included
John Nuceder, town moderator,
one year; Allen Hathaway, town
clerk, one year; Patrick Dunn,
selectboard, three years; Jonathan
Blake, selectboard, two years;
Brenda Burchard, lister, two
years; and Jeff McDonough, first
constable, one year.

Sue Mackey, with 21 write-in
votes, won a one-year term on the
selectboard.

Salisbury residents in Australian
ballot voting on Tuesday also
helped decide a proposed 2025-
2026 Addison Central School
District budget of $51,719,284 to
run Middlebury-area schools; a
Patricia Hannaford Carer Center
FY’26 budget of $5,704,280;
and a five-person race for three
Middlebury seats on the ACSD
board, which were voted at-large
in the district-member towns of
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury,
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and
Weybridge. Please see separate
stories in this edition revealing
those results.

Shoreham

SHOREHAM Shoreham
residents at their town meeting
endorsed all the requests put
before them, including a proposed
2025-2026 municipal budget of
$473,018, and a proposed highway
budget of $1,072,955.

Both the municipal and highway
budgets passed by a resounding
voice vote at the annual meeting
Monday night, as did requests to
transfer $40,000 in General Fund
balance to the town’s Highway
Equipment Reserve Fund, and
to set Nov. 12 as the deadline for
paying taxes.

There were no contested
municipal  elections on  the
Shoreham ballot. Elected

unopposed were Barb Wilson,
one year, town moderator; Steve
Goodrich,  selectperson, three
years; Rebecca Kerr, selectperson,
one year; Kelsey Cummings,
library trustee, five years; Linda
Larrabee, planning commission,
two years; Scott Douglas, water
commissioner, three years; and
Tom Rose, lister, three years.

In  write-in  campaigns for
positions that had no takers, Mark
Spitzner earned 66 tallies for a
one-year term on the selectboard,
Tamra Hawley-House earned 52
votes for three years as auditor,
and Heather Stafford received 30
votes for a term on the planning
commission.

(See Shoreham, Page 154)
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Voters also approved a variety
of social service funding requests
for nonprofits that serve Shoreham
residents.

Shoreham residents in Australian
ballot voting on Tuesday also
helped decide a proposed 2025-
2026 Addison Central School
District budget of $51,719,284 to
run Middlebury-area schools; a
Patricia Hannaford Carer Center
FY’26 budget of $5,704,280;
and a five-person race for three
Middlebury seats on the ACSD
board, which were voted at-large
in the district-member towns of
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury,
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and
Weybridge. Please see separate
stories in this edition revealing
those results.

Starksboro

STARKSBORO — A total
of 127 voters turned out for
Starksboro’s town meeting this
past Saturday, which lasted around
three and a half hours.

Those in attendance voted from
the floor to approve:

e $1,215,919 in general fund
spending, an increase of $14,045,
with $958,395 to be raised in
taxes.

* $67,689 for the Fire Equipment
Reserve Fund, an increase of
$5,589.

e $126,505 for the Road
Equipment Reserve Fund, an
increase of $7,161.

* $51,958.83 for the Starksboro
Public Library, an increase of
$7,766.83.

* $13,520 for the Bristol Rescue
Squad to provide ambulance
service to parts of Starksboro, an
increase of $5,930.

Residents approved a total of
$96,013 for 37 organizations that
serve Starksboro and other parts
of the county.

Voters also agreed to spend
$50,000 to support the Starksboro
Village Meeting House and
Starksboro Cooperative Preschool
renovation project.

On Town Meeting Day,
selectboard  incumbent  Eric
Cota (two-year term) and Tony
Porter (one-year seat) were

unopposed in their bids for spots
on the selectboard.

MAUSD board member Brad
Johnson was unchallenged for a
three-year term, and Herb Olson
ran unopposed for a two-year term
on the school board.

Starksboro voters on Tuesday
also weighed in on a $34,894,443
MAUSD spending plan for the
2025-2026 school year and an
article asking district voters
whether to allow district officials
to transfer up to $1.04 million
from the Capital Reserve Fund
to the General Fund to help pay
for replacing Mount Abraham
Union High School’s roof. They
also fielded a proposed Patricia
Hannaford Career Center FY’26
budget of $5,704,280 to deliver
vocational-technical ~ education

Salisbury

SALISBURY TOWN MODERATOR John Nuceder gives an answer
from the heart during Saturday’s town meeting at Salisbury

Community School.

Independent photo/Steve James

to Addison County students. See
separate stories in this edition
revealing those results.

Vergennes

VERGENNES — Vergennes
residents by Australian Dballot
on Tuesday, March 4, backed
measures related to the Vergennes
Opera House and the city’s fire and
recreation departments. There were
no contested races on the ballot,
although one write-in candidate
made some noise. And another
ballot measure asked whether
residents should advise the city
council to take a position on the
war in Gaza.

Vergennes residents do not
weigh on city spending. The city
council will set the 2026 Fiscal
Year budget for the city in June.

Residents did back all nonprofit
requests on the ballot, and there
was one other financial issue on the
ballot, a revote of the fire vehicle
bond residents originally approved
more than a year ago. Citizens in
December 2023 backed a proposal
to bond for up to $1.75 million for
the city’s fire department to spend
on replacing a 21-year-old heavy
rescue truck and a 25-year-old
ladder truck.

Since then city officials
discovered that vote was not
properly warned, and that quality
used trucks could be purchased for
less money.

Thus, residents were instead
asked to back a new bond for up
to $1.233 million for the purpose
of financing the purchase of a used
heavy rescue fire truck, a used
ladder truck, and upgrading radio
and safety systems for the vehicles.
They did so, 476-93.

There were also two articles
related to the Vergennes Opera
House.

The first asked voters to amend
the lease between the city and

the theater (the Vergennes charter
requires voter approval of all city
real estate deals) to reduce the
theater’s liquor liability insurance
from $2 million to $1 million, both
per occurrence and overall, in the
existing lease between the city and
the Friends of Vergennes Opera
House.

The issue, according to officials,
is that no insurance company will
underwrite $2 million of such
insurance. Thus the lease must be
rewritten to be legal. Residents
backed the lease amendment, 500-
68.

The second ballot item related
to the opera house handled a
technical requirement from the
Vermont Division for Historic
Preservation and the National Park
Service as a condition of a jointly
awarded $500,000 grant toward
the theater’s All Access Project.

City and theater officials said it
is intended to formalize protection
of the opera house’s historic
features through voter approval
of a 15-year easement. Residents
supported the article, 525-47.

Voters also backed two other
articles secking nonprofit status for
two entities, thus allowing folks
to make tax-deductible donations.
One would create a Parks and
Recreation Fund, and the other
would establish a Vergennes
Burying Ground Fund Reserve to
help pay for improvements to the
old School Street cemetery that it
is no longer in use. The parks-and-
rec measure passed, 535-52, and
the cemetery article was backed by
513-67.

A petitioned article the council
approved for the ballot gave
residents a chance to weigh in on
a non-binding advisory vote on
Gaza. It read:

“Shall the voters of the City
of Vergennes advise the City
Council to adopt the following
pledge? We, the Vergennes City
Council, affirm our commitment
to freedom, justice, and equality
for the Palestinian people and all

racism, bigotry, discrimination,
and oppression; and we declare
ourselves  an  Apartheid-free
community and to that end, we
pledge to join others in working to
end all support to Israel’s Apartheid
regime, settler colonialism, and
military occupation?”

The article was defeated, 392-
162.

Voters also checked off names
for elective office.

For major offices, in unopposed
races, the following candidates
were reelected with these vote
totals:

Mayor: Christopher Bearor, 503
votes.

City Council: Susan Rakowski,
462; Mark Koenig, 461; Carson
Harder-Hyde, 406. Rakowski and
Koenig are incumbents.

Michael Kane was returned to
the Addison Northwest School
District board with 464 votes, but
Jon Kidde amassed an impressive
write-in total of 126 votes

Also, there was an open city seat
on the Vergennes-Panton Water
District Board. There were 30
write-in votes for the position, but
no one candidate received enough
votes to qualify for election, city
officials said. An appointment
looms.

Waltham

WALTHAM — Around 40
Waltham residents on Monday
night gathered in their town hall
for the community’s annual town
meeting. They elected a new
selectboard member in a contested
race and supported higher town
spending.

Residents picked Dan Morris
to fill a three-year on their
selectboard. Morris and Peter
Emerson were nominated for the
job, and the former beat the latter,
23-11, in a paper ballot vote.

All other positions were filled
without  opposition, including
incumbent Mimi Clark being
returned to the Addison Northwest
School Board, Robin Jackman
voted in as a lister, and Jay Stetzel
chosen as an auditor.

Voters at the Monday meeting
also supported the selectboard’s
proposed $64,000 increase, or
23%, in town spending for the
upcoming fiscal year. That’s for a
combined general fund ($141,013)
and road maintenance ($107, 850)
spending.

Road spending is projected to
drop slightly by around $2,000, but
town officials cited several factors
for pushing the general fund higher,
most notably a $25,600 payment
on a $200,000 culvert project.

Salaries and benefits for the
clerk/treasurer and assistant clerk/
treasurer are projected to rise
by $15,565, and the town also
hopes to add a part-time zoning
administrator for $8,700.

Meanwhile, the cost of Vergennes
Fire Department protection will
increase by $6,000. Other increases
are small and spread around in a
number of line items.

a total of $5,099 for a number of
nonprofits, another $10,692 to
support the Bixby Library, and a
total of $29,000 to place in four
reserve funds.

Waltham is in the middle of
a town-wide reappraisal of its
taxable property, and officials
said the property tax impacts of
the higher spending are difficult
to predict. But based based on the
status quo, the average increase per
town property could be $250.

Weybridge

WEYBRIDGE — Weybridge
residents at their town meeting
Monday approved all the articles
on their warning in a series of
decisive voice votes, including a
request for a $70,000, 1-ton truck
for the highway department.

Plans call for the town to borrow
the money for the truck from the
municipal equipment fund and pay
it back during a five-year period.

Other items dispatched by voice
vote without much fanfare at the
town’s annual gathering included
requests for:

» A proposed fiscal year 2026
general fund budget of $210,882,
and a $618,748 ask for highway
department operations.

¢ $30,000 to help fund fire
protection for the town.

* $13,000 to continue the town-
sponsored recycling program.

* $25,060 to continue a program
that allows Weybridge residents
full access to Middlebury’s Ilsley
Library.  Weybridge currently
doesn’t have its own functioning
municipal library.

» A proposal to consolidate the
town’s two building funds into a
single capital fund.

* A nonbinding resolution in
support of a “commitment to
freedom, justice and equality
for the Palestinian people and
all people,” and in opposition
to “Israel’s apartheid regime,

occupation.”

There were no contested
elections on the Weybridge ballot.
Those elected unopposed included
Spencer Putnam, town moderator,
one year; William Mayers,
selectboard, two years; and Megan
Sutton, selectboard, three years.

Weybridge residents in
Australian  ballot voting on
Tuesday helped decide a proposed
2025-2026 Addison Central School
District budget of $51,719,284 to
run Middlebury-area schools; a
Patricia Hannaford Carer Center
FY’26 budget of $5,704,280;
and a five-person race for three
Middlebury seats on the ACSD
board, which were voted at-large
in the district-member towns of
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury,
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and
Weybridge. Please see separate
stories in this edition revealing
those results.

Incumbent Jamie McCallum
was unopposed in his bid for a
new, three-year term representing
Weybridge on the ACSD board.

Whiting

WHITING — After the polls
closed on Tuesday, Whiting
residents gathered in their town
hall for one of the shorter annual
meetings in recent memory. Town
Clerk Heather Bouchard clocked it
at 47 minutes.

Nevertheless, voters took care
of some weighty matters — all by
voice vote.

Perhaps the weightiest was
approving $512,293 in town
spending, which represents an
increase of $24,618, or 5%, over
the figure approved at last year’s
town meeting. That figure will
result in raising $316,098 through
property taxes, which represents a
$1,000 decrease compared to last
year.

Eight town officials were up for

(See Whiting, Page 16A)

Monkton

AT SATURDAY’S MEETING at Monkton Central School, resident
Laurie Earle enquires about getting a digital sign in front of the town

hall for announcements.

Photo by Buzz Kuhns

Spring will be here before you know it.
Let us help you to relax this summer
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ACSD board

RON MAKLEFF

(Continued from Page 14)
public consumption until 1 p.m.
on Wednesday, as the Independent
went to press. But you can

find more information about
Venable-Novak and Makleff in
a Q&A (tinyurl.com/5avpuj52)
published in the Feb. 27 edition

of the Independent, and about
Orzech in a separate article
(tinyurl.com/4hpu26e9) that ran
Jan. 9.

ACSD

(Continued from Page 14)
and  Vergennes-area Addison
Northwestern district passed by
wide margins (see stories on Page
1A).

Votes in the Otter Valley Unified
Union school district OK their
spending proposal by a mere one
vote. The Brandon-area district
approved a FY26 spending plan
of $28,022,999 by a tally of 817
to 816.

Meanwhile, residents in 16
county towns voted 4,406 to 1,585
in favor of the Patricia Hannaford
Career Center (PHCC) FY’26
spending plan of $5,704,280
to deliver vocational-technical
education to Addison County
students. It’s an ask that represents
an 8% increase compared to this
year and is largely driven by debt
service on recent career center
renovations, contracted wage
increases, and health insurance
hikes.

“We are so grateful for
the overwhelming support
of our community,” PHCC

Superintendent Nicole MacTavish
said on Wednesday. “We love
the work we do, supporting high
school students and adult learners
on their way to high-skill, high-
wage, high-demand careers. Our
graduates are leaders in their
fields, in Vermont and beyond, and
we all depend on them every day.
As the Legislature works through
the challenge ahead in public
education, we are relying on them
to ensure that Career & Technical
Education retains the strength and
vibrancy our community counts
on. We believe an outcome of this
strength is a clear message, and
we appreciate everyone who came
out to vote.”

Only in Orwell, part of the Slate
Valley Unified Union School
District (SVUUSD), is there
lingering uncertainty about a
fiscal year 2026 spending plan.

Voters in the SVUUSD-
member towns of Orwell,
Benson, Castleton, Fair Haven,
Hubbardton and West Haven
voted collectively on Tuesday to

reject the proposed FY’29 preK-
12 budget of $32,086,270, by a
1,107-789 margin. The budget ask
reflected a 5.21% increase in total
spending, but was expected to
result in an education property tax
decrease in four of the district’s
six towns — including in Orwell.

Those SVUUSD voters did
endorse, by an 1,181-720 tally, a
separate referendum requesting
a transfer of $700,000 in general
fund surplus to the district’s
capital improvements and repairs
reserve fund.

Slate Valley directors will now
need to regroup and determine
whether to warn the same budget
for a revote, or make changes to it
and take another swing.

It took five tries before
SVUUSD residents endorsed the
district’s current spending plan,
and district officials don’t want
that scenario to play out again this
year.

Reporter John Flowers is at
Johnfl@addisonindependent.com.

Whiting

(Continued from Page 154)
election. Incumbents winning re-
election were Marcia King, three
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years on the selectboard; Peg
Allen, three years as lister; Alison
Remy, three years as auditor; Rani
Fallon, one year as delinquent
tax collector; and Mike Dame,
one year as first constable. Three
library trustees were re-elected:
Heather Mattison (three years),
Jaime Quenneville (two years),
and Tara Trudo (two years).

In addition, one other important
piece of town business garnered
a lot of attention at Tuesday’s
meeting: Setting June 28 as the
date for the Whiting town picnic.

Whiting voters joined their
peers in Brandon, Leicester,
Goshen, Sudbury and Pittsford
in casting ballots on the budget
and board members representing
the Otter Valley Unified Union
schools. The OVUU spending
plan passed — but only by one
vote.

The

Brandon-area  district

OK’d a FY26 spending plan of
$28,022,999, which is 9.38%
higher in per pupil spending than
the budget approved last year. It
passed on Tuesday by a tally of
817 yes, 816 no.
The approved
represents a  4.5%
($1,214,777) from last year.
There were no surprises in the
election of school board members.
The winning school directors in
uncontested races were Lesley
Bienvenue (Leicester), Lauren
Thomas (Brandon), Laurie L.
Bertrand (Sudbury), Brett Mullin
and Jessica Markowski (Pittsford)
and Barbara Ebling (at-large).
Two OVUUS board seats — one
representing Whiting and one
at-large — appear to have not
garnered enough write-in votes to
pick a winner. The new board will
have to appoint those members.

spending
hike

MAUSD eyes student support

Principals offer insight on resources, system in place

By MARIN HOWELL

BRISTOL — The Mount
Abraham Unified School District
Board late last month got a chance
to hear from some of the district’s
principals about the systems and
resources in place for supporting
students.

Available supports for students
has been a big topic in the district
in recent years, particularly this past
spring, when community members
raised concerns about pupils not
getting the assistance they needed,
and asked district officials to
preserve student-facing positions
originally eyed as potential cost
reductions during last year’s budget

characteristics due to variations
in demographics, socioeconomic
backgrounds, community context
and even the school building itself,
making each learning environment
distinct and requiring tailored
approaches to support,” Monkton
Central School Principal Michael
Lansing said. “What you’re going
to see tonight is kind of a broad
overview of things we have
available to us. How they’re applied
and how each of us do it is a little
bit different due to all these different
circumstances.”

Beeman Elementary  School
Principal Travis Park explained that
“Tier 1” or ‘“universal” supports

cycle. are for all students. Those include
Community members’ concerns personalized learning plans, access
were closely tied to budget to school counselors and school-
conversations wide  expectations
last spring, when detailed in student/
MAUSD voters family handbooks.
twice shot down “If we’re feeling
fiscal year 2025 like they need a
spending proposals little bit more on top
before adopting a of what we give to
budget on the third everybody, we have
g where they can come
On March 4, together through the
MAUSD voters MTSS, and we look
approved a to create student
$34,894,443  district support plans, and
spending plan for that’s really targeted
the upcoming fiscal and focused on
year that reflects the them, on how can
reduction of eight TRAVIS PARK we best support that

fulltime equivalent

(FTE) positions achieved without
layoffs, including 4 FTE unfilled
roles related to social emotional
learning, or SEL.

In addition to presenting on the
systems currently in place to meet
students’ needs, district principals on
Feb. 18 were asked if there should be
any concern about money for those
social emotional learning positions
coming out of the proposed budget.

None of the principals at the Feb.
18 meeting voiced such concern.

“I think part of it is not just
‘is it enough?’ but are there
people willing to apply?” Bristol
Elementary School Principal Aaron
Boynton said. “I have three unfilled
(positions) currently. .. People aren’t
applying. I think I still have an SEL
thing posted. There’s just nobody to
do it, so there’s that reality.”

Mount Abraham Union High
School Principal Shannon Warden
highlighted school officials’
efforts to build capacity and make
adjustments based on staffing.

“For me, in my position, I think
we’re OK right now,” she said.
“Could we always use more? Yes,
and it’s very similar to ‘Could we all
use a bigger house?’ Yes, and then
you’re going to fill that space...
We’ve had to do some shuffling and
that sort of thing, but I think for us,
right now, it’s working.”
SUPPORTS IN PLACE

District principals at the Feb. 18
meeting provided an overview of
social emotional learning and the
Multi-Tiered System of Supports
(MTSS) in the district, in which
levels of support build off one
another depending on a student’s
needs.

“Each school has their own unique

individual student,”
he said.

That second level of support —
called Tier 2 or “targeted” support
— can include counselor-led group
sessions, SEL coaching support for
teachers and a check in-check out
system aimed at providing positive
support on a more regular basis for
students.

Boynton told the board that about
3% of MAUSD students receive
supports at the intensive level, or
Tier 3.

“If targeted isn’t quite working,
and there’s still more questions,
we want to discover more, we
want to find out more about a
student, we might be looking at the
(Individualized Education Program)
process, special education process,”
he explained.

Other intensive interventions
can include 504 plan development,
behavior intervention plans and
safety plan implementation.

“At the elementary level at
least, sometimes a safety plan
might include something between
students,” Boynton said. “Maybe
an event occurred and there needs
to be some parameters put in place
to ensure that they’re separated for
a little bit and staff know how to
navigate that.”

Professional support available at
the intensive level includes school
social  workers,  school-based
clinicians and agencies like the
Counseling Service of Addison
County.

Principals also discussed how
school officials would identify a
student who receives universal
or targeted support. Monkton’s
Lansing explained the district uses
a school-wide information system

to monitor incidents and track data.

He noted each school has a
team that reviews data collected in
the system, which can be used to
inform school officials’ approach to
support.

For example, Monkton Central
staff found that data from this past
November showed there were more
referrals on Monday than any other
day of the week, and that many
of those referrals were related to
“obtaining peer attention.”

“So, we’re like ‘Hey man, a lot
of referrals happen on Monday.
We believe it’s kids who want to
get attention from their friends;
what can we do about it?””” Lansing
recalled. “What we did was we did
a six-week universal plan...every
Monday we had an a.m. recess.”

The plan was aimed at offering
students an opportunity to engage
with their peers at the start of the
day, Lansing explained. Monkton
Central staff were planning to meet
to talk about the effort and if it made
a difference.

Data collected through the
information system also plays a role
in how targeted or intensive social
emotional learning support happens.
Lansing offered an example of how
data can show different aspects of
referrals for a student and be used to
craft a targeted plan based on what
school officials notice.

School board members posed
several questions to principals
during the presentation, seeking
more information about how the
MTSS plays a role in responding
to an incident in the moment and
ongoing training and support for
educators.

Bristol Elementary  Assistant
Principal Bill Huggett noted that
one of school officials’ goals is to
have every teacher go through de-
escalation training every two years.

“That is something that is critical,
so that when you run into those
situations, we’re all not needlessly
escalating the behavior,” he said.
LOOKING AHEAD

Principals then weighed in on the
question posed by MAUSD board
Chair Erin Jipner about whether
there should be any concern over
funds for unfilled social emotional
learning-related positions coming
out of the proposed FY’26 budget.

“As a board, we want to know that
the budget we’re putting forward
is giving you all and our kiddos
the best chance at developing as a
whole child and having the system
be healthy,” Jipner said. “If that
feels like the direction we’re going,
I'm still comfortable with what
we’ve done with the budget; I just
want to know, and I want the board
to know, you all have that same idea
— that that’s where we’re headed as
a district.”

MAUSD board member Kathi
Apgar noted that while the current
system might be working in a bigger
school like Mount Abe, she’s heard
that’s not the case in the district’s
elementary schools.

“I'm hearing that shuffling
is difficult, and that it’s not the
answer,” she said. “I am concerned
that cutting any more positions, if
we don’t have the funding there,
we can’t even advertise for those
positions. So, I am worried that you
all are having to do an awful lot
above and beyond with this MTSS
system and others to make sure that
the needs of the students are being
met, but the bottom line is we don’t
have, especially in the elementary
schools, enough bodies to provide a
safe and really fruitful environment
for every child — that we’re having
to scramble to do that.”

Lansing noted that certain student
profiles are challenging and also
part of the job.

“It’s my 11th year as principal
in three different schools in three
different states...there’s always
really hard situations. It’s not
abnormal, or just here,” he said.

He added MAUSD has a good
team and pointed to some of the
complexities and challenges that
come with addressing student needs.

“I think we manage well, we do
OK,” Lansing said.

As the conversation wrapped up,
MAUSD board member Liz Sayre
noted the presentation could help
inform the school board’s future
planning.

“Some of the struggles of
shuffling staff, my understanding is
that it’s really hard when it’s from
one building to another building
that a need arises,” she explained.
“It’s a lot trickier to shuffle with
the elementary schools being the
sizes that they are. So, I wonder if
that helps us as a board think about
future planning.”



Presidential Scholars honored

MONTPELIER — The Vermont
Agency of Education announced
Vermont’s Presidential Scholar
recipients and honorable mentions
for the 2024-2025 school year
in a recognition ceremony at the
Vermont State House on January
27, 2025.

Presidential scholars are
recognized in three categories:
general, arts, and career technical
education. Students are selected
based on nominations from
teachers and administrators, and in
Vermont’s spirit of student agency,
students are also able to nominate
themselves.

Vermont’s 2025 Presidential
Scholars exemplify exceptional
achievements across academic
excellence, community service,
and leadership roles. Local student
receiving honors include:

Presidential Scholars in the
Arts Honorable Mention — Silas
Quinn, Middlebury Union High
School, and Lily Root, Patricia A.
Hannaford Career Center.

Presidential ~ Scholars  in
General Education Awardees —
Grey Fearon and Jing Williams,
both of Vergennes Union High
School.

The U.S. Presidential Scholars
Program was established in 1964,
through an executive order by
President Johnson, to recognize
and honor some of our nation’s
most  distinguished graduating
high school seniors. In 1979,
the program was extended
to recognize students who

VUHS STUDENTS JING Williams, left, Grey Fearon and MUHS
student Silas Quinn received Presidential Scholars awards at the
Jan. 27 Vermont Presidential Scholar recognition ceremony at the

State House.

demonstrate exceptional talent in
the visual, creative, and performing
arts. In 2015, the program was
again extended to recognize
students who demonstrate ability
and accomplishment in career and
technical education fields.

Vermont scholars for the general
and CTE categories will be invited
to apply to the U.S. Presidential
Scholars Program, which will
announce its winners in the spring.
Additional ~ Vermont  students
are invited to apply by the U.S.
Department of Education based on
their SAT and/or ACT scores. Each
year, up to 161 students are named
as national Presidential Scholars —
one of the highest national honors
for high school students.

Photo courtesy of Sharon O’Daniel

HANNAFORD CAREER
CENTER student Lily Root was
among four local students to
receive Presidential Scholars
awards at the Jan. 27 Vermont
Presidential Scholar recognition

ceremony at the State House.
Photo courtesy of Hannaford Career
Center

MAUSD

(Continued from Page 14)
spring before adopting a budget for
the current fiscal year on the third
try. In 2024, community members
repeatedly raised concerns about
pupils not getting the support they
needed, concerns that were closely
tied to budget conversations.

The spending plan approved
by voters on Tuesday factors in
an estimated 11.9% increase in
healthcare premiums, increased
tuition to the Hannaford Career
Center and lower anticipated
revenue from special education and
adjustments in tuitioned students
from Lincoln.

The plan also reflects the
reduction of eight fulltime
equivalent (FTE) positions

achieved without layoffs. Those
positions include 7.0 FTE unfilled
jobs previously eyed for reduction,
as well as taking advantage of
attrition from the retirement of a

1.0 FTE K-6 classroom teacher.

Overall, the proposed FY’26
budget reflects a decrease of nearly
$500,000 from the district’s current
year spending.

While total spending in the
district is decreasing, the cost
per pupil is expected to rise in
the upcoming fiscal year due to
a decline in long-term weighted
average daily membership.

Spending per-pupil is expected
to increase by 2.11%, or $301.86,
to $14,628.31. That figure is
based on an estimated 1,938.61
in long-term weighted average
daily membership (also known as
students), down 42.75 from the
current year.

Still, the FY’26 budget is
expected to result in tax decreases
for taxpayers across the district’s
four towns after Common Levell
of Appraisal are applied. Those
decreases are anticipated to range

Palliative Support Services Program
Palliative Care Department

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Palliative Care Department and Palliative Support
Services would like to announce the upcoming training
for new Palliative Support Services Volunteers.

The training will start on March 27th and conclude on May
8th. It will include scheduled group Zoom sessions on
Thursday evenings from 4:30-6pm, as well
as two in-person sessions, at Middlebury locations,
on April 17th and May 1st.

The training will include conversations with subject matter
experts, self-study and dyad learning, connecting with
current volunteers, exploring the art of presence, and

practices that will increase your own confidence around
entering into an intense experience.

WAYS WE VOLUNTEER

Volunteers with this training are matched with folks living
with a serious iliness as well as, sitting vigil with those that
are actively dying. Volunteers are an integral part
of the team, they often provide patients and residents with
emotional support & companionship, and assist
with activities, as well as clerical possibilities, and support
various community offerings. Most of our
volunteering takes place at Porter Hospital
and at Helen Porter Rehab and Nursing.

WHO WE ARE

We support patients, families, friends and
caregivers during and after the dying process
as we weave comprehensive end of life care
services into all that we do.

Louella Richer,

Palliative Support Services Mgr.
Phone: (802) 388-4744
E-Mail: Iricher@portermedical.org

from a 0.6-cent drop in the FY’26
tax rate in Starksboro to a 12-cent
decrease in New Haven.

Taxpayers who pay education
taxes based on their income are
also expected to see a decrease.
According to district estimates, the
proposed spending plan is expected
toresultin a decrease of around $28,
or 1.35%, in taxes. That estimate is
based on the Addison County 2022
median income of $85,870.
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Bristol library

(Continued from Page 14)
votes) finished out of the running.

Bristol Town Clerk/Treasurer
Sharon Lucia said that according
to state statute, the town must now
warn a runoff election within seven
days. That election must then be
held between 15 and 22 days after
the warning.

Only the candidates who tied
will be on the ballot for the runoff
election, unless one of them
withdraws within five days after
Town Meeting Day, in which case
the other tied candidate would be
certified as the winner.

The two-year term was one of six

seats on the Lawrence Memorial
Library Board of Trustees up for
grabs on March 4. Nine candidates
filed to run for the spots.

Those elected to fill the seats
were:

* In a race for three, three-year
terms on the board, Vicki Coyle
earned the most votes with 492,
followed by Darren Klinefelter
with 428 and write-in candidate
Ken Johnson with 340. Nakeeya
Deas finished fourth with 227
votes and Alison DaBica received
197 votes.

e Daniella Sutherland won a
one-year term on the board, with

312 votes. Sutherland was the
lone candidate on the ballot, but
write-in candidate Betsy Almeter
received 273 votes.

The election drew a lot of
attention around town — in
part because of the number of
candidates, but also because five
presented themselves as a group —
Bennett, Beckwith, Danyow, Deas
and DaBica.

Also, an online petition called
for removal of the LML director,
and one of those five, DaBica, had
resigned as the LML children’s
librarian this past summer.

ANWSD budget

(Continued from Page 14)
Superintendent Sheila Soule thanked
district residents.

“We extend our sincere gratitude
to the voters of our five-town
community for their continued
support of the ANWSD schools,”
Soule wrote.

Although district spending is
proposed to increase by 1.48%, or
$403,000, over the current spending
level, ANWSD officials project that
residential school taxes in every
district community will be lower.

Administrators  also said the
board’s proposed budget preserves
all current student educational and
extracurricular activities.

According to their budget
presentation, the  “educational
priorities represented by this budget”
include that it:

* Maintains current course
offerings, including advanced
courses, World Languages, the Arts,
and Athletics.

* Invests in teacher professional
development to enhance instruction
and student outcomes.

* Supports targeted interventions
to close the achievement gap.

* Fosters social-emotional learning
through behavioral programming.

e Promotes inclusivity and
equitable opportunities for all

students.

Overall, the district’s per-pupil
spending is projected next year to
remain about the same at $15,152.76
— that’s an 0.14% increase over
the current academic year. District
officials note the excess spending
threshold, that over which a school
district would be penalized, is
$15,926.

A significant factor in controlling
tax rates is that board members
voted to use $800,000 of a $1.56
million surplus from prior fiscal
years as revenue for this spending
plan, thus lowering the amount of
local tax revenue needed to support
the budget.

A separate ANWSD ballot
article asked voters to approve
placing the remainder of the surplus
($750,696) into the ANWSD Capital
Improvement Fund. That measure
passed, 1,179-570.

A second factor that helped
control district tax rates is that the
Agency of Education’s estimate
for the districts’ average daily
pupil count, upon which revenue is
based, was higher than the district’s
more conservative projection, thus
boosting ANWSD’s bottom line.

Thus, the district homestead
school tax rates are projected to drop
by about:

* 5 cents in Panton, or $50 per
$100,000 of assessed value.

* 6 cents in both Waltham and
Ferrisburgh, or $60 per $100,000 of
assessed value.

* 18 cents in Vergennes, or $180
per $100,000 of assessed value.

* 19 cents in Addison, or $190 per
$100,000 of assessed value.

The budget’s face value rose by
that 1.48% even with the use of
the surplus because of increases in
typical spending drivers: educators’
salaries are up by 5%, the cost of
providing health insurance benefits
is rising by 11.9%, and the cost of
workers’ compensation insurance
is increasing by 8%. Tuition to the
Hannaford Career Center also rose
by 8%.

There were also reductions in
some arcas of the budget, notably
in Operations and Maintenance, and
Transportation.

Operations &  Maintenance
comprises $2,261,972, or 8.2% of
the budget; it is proposed to decrease
by $193,624. Officials said recent
capital projects have reduced district
buildings’ immediate needs.

Transportation comprises
$1,293,309, or 4.7% of the budget.
It was lowered by $104,692 because
fewer students were projected to be
placed out of district, officials said.

WHAT DO YOU GET FOR SHOPPING LOCALLY?
THE IWOODWARE CREW BRINGS SMILES AND HELPING HANDS
WITH EVERY FURNITURE DELIVERY!

New Horizons Club

802-388-6297

www.woodwarevt.com

Route 7 South * Middlebury VT

Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

FINE
FURNITURE
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Ripton

(Continued from Page 14)
requiring ACSD classrooms to
have “a minimum of 10 students in
not more than two grades.”

Baker, in an email to the
Independent, said she’d provide an
update of any further details at the
ACSD board’s March 10 meeting.

It was on Feb. 10 that the
ACSD board voted 8-4 to revise
the district’s minimum class-size
policy (D6), intended “to ensure the
district maintains equitable access
for all ACSD students to learning
environments that are appropriate
for academic success, social and
emotional wellbeing, and are
sufficient to support the district’s
educational programming,”
according to the policy’s preamble.

District ~ officials  recently
projected RES’s fall 2025 K/1
enrollment at three students —
less than half of the 10-student
minimum. The revised policy
allows the superintendent to
reassign students in underenrolled
classes, as a group, to a different

Salisbury Community School has
often been cited as a potential
landing spot.

In an effort to salvage K/1
instruction at Ripton Elementary,
ACSD officials reached out
on Feb. 11 to all rising ACSD
kindergarten and grade 1 families,
to see if they’d consider enrolling
their children at Ripton this
fall. ACSD serves students in
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury,
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and
Weybridge. The district publicized
the offer through multiple outlets,
and Ripton residents also organized
outreach efforts.

Families were given until March
3 to declare interest, a timeline
that would allow ACSD to finalize
RES’s 2025-26 enrollment by
March 24.

But ultimately, there weren’t
enough takers, Baker announced
in a March 3 email to the Ripton
community.

“We are currently anticipating
three students in the 2025-26

additional  families expressed
interest in learning more about
the possibility of joining the K/1
classroom. As a result of our initial
conversations with these families,
two students may be eligible and
interested in continuing to pursue
an opportunity to join the Ripton
K/I classroom. At present, we are
looking at the potential of as many
as five students enrolled in the K/1
classroom,” Baker wrote in her
email.

“I know this response will raise
concern and that many of you will
have questions about what happens
next,” she added.

Baker and acting Ripton
Elementary Principal Bjarki Sears
were slated to meet with the RES
stakeholders this Thursday, March
6, at 5:30 p.m. in the school library.

Ripton Elementary was
forecasted to serve a total of 29 K-5
students this fall, a number that
includes a handful of children from
the Route 100 towns of Granville
and Hancock, which don’t have

ACSD school. In Ripton’s case, K/l classroom. To date, five their own elementary schools.
(Continued from Page 14) Those amendments include “visual-preservation adventures of

otherwise. The U.S. Senate in
2022 unanimously approved the
Sunshine Protection Act — which
would have made daylight saving
time permanent throughout the
country — but the U.S. House
hasn’t brought the legislation up
for a vote.

Sen. Peter Welch, D-Vt., has
opened his web portal to accept
FY26 Congressionally Directed
Spending requests from state and
local government entities and
nonprofit  organizations  based
in Vermont. Organizations are
encouraged to submit their requests
early to accommodate corrections
that need to be made or questions
that need to be answered before
the deadline. All forms must be
completed and submitted by Friday,
March 28, at 5 p.m. Apply at welch.
senate.gov/services/cds-requests.

Students from across the state
are set to rally in and around the
Vermont Statehouse on Thursday,
March 13, to protest proposed
policies they believe would result
in the state back-pedaling on
its stated climate action goals.
Gov. Phil Scott has asked the
2025 Legislature to pass H.289,
the so-called “Climate Omnibus
Bill,” which among other things
proposes to make multiple cost-
related changes to the state’s
Global Warming Solutions Act.

changes to its current mandate
to meet specific greenhouse gas
reduction thresholds prescribed
for 2030 and 2050. Instead,
H.289, simply calls upon Vermont
to “continue to implement the
policies to achieve the objectives
of the 2016 Paris Agreement and
remain at net zero greenhouse
gas emissions across all sectors
into the future.” President Trump
recently announced his intention
to withdraw the U.S. from the
Paris Agreement, an international
climate change treaty. Students
participating in the March 13
Youth Lobby are being asked to
meet at Montpelier High School at
10:30 a.m., and then march to the
Statehouse at 11 a.m. and wrap
up by 1 p.m. Students planning
on attending are being asked to
register at tinyurl.com/45euxt68.
Email youthlobbyvt@gmail.com
with any questions.

Want to relive 2021°s 1.5-mile
relocation of the historic New
Haven Junction Train Depot to
a town-owned parcel on North
Street? It’s one of several interesting
highlights that’ll be part of Vermont
Public’s TV show “Made Here,”
to air Thursday, March 6, at 8 p.m.
The show will feature a film called
“Vanish — Disappearing Icons
of a Rural America,” described
as “A remarkable story of past
and present” that chronicles the

photographer Jim Westphalen, as he
travels across the country seeking
out and creating stunning imagery
of America’s disappearing rural
structures.” The film also explains
many of the Vermont Division for
Historic Preservation programs,
including barn and preservation
grants. Can’t catch the March 6
airing? The film will be rebroadcast
at 9 p.m. on March 10, according to
Vermont Public.

Mark the date: The
Addison County River Watch
Collaborative, Pollinator
Pathways and other partners on
May 25 will host a workshop on
“green stormwater infrastructure
practices” designed to reduce
the impact of stormwater on
area roads, homes and rivers.
The event, from 1-3 p.m. at the
Champlain  Valley Unitarian
Universalist Society, will allow
participants to connect with
contractors, funding sources
and ideas that can make your
yard more stormwater-friendly.
Unbeknownst to many, residential

lawns play an  important
role in slowing and soaking
up groundwater that might

otherwise pick up chemicals and
other impurities on their way
into Vermont streams, rivers
and lakes. To learn more email
acrwevt@gmail.com, or go to
acrwe.org.

Let’s vote

SALLY LINCOLN (FRONT) and Laura Fair are a little surprised by what they are hearing at the
Ferrisburgh town meeting on Saturday. The two introduced a discussion on the war in Gaza, but it

was ruled to be not relevant to town meeting.

Independent photo/Steve James

Sewer bond

(Continued from Page 14)

At the top of the list were a
series of age-related upgrades that
will address outdated technology
and equipment that’s prone to
failure. This phase of the project
will involve, among other things,
renovating the main  pump
station, improving the headworks,
modernizing  the secondary
treatment/sequencing batch
reactors, replacing an ultraviolet
disinfection system, and making
various site improvements.

“If we don’t push this (project)
forward at this point, our costs are
going to be exponentially greater,”
Cherington said, citing in part
“sunk costs” — investments in
temporary and short-term fixes.

Middlebury’s  WWTP  was
built in 2000 and was due for
an overhaul four years ago,
according to public works officials.
Replacement parts are difficult to
find for the plant, which operates
24/7 and last year treated around
378 million gallons of domestic
and industrial wastewater. In
addition, the facility receives 2.5
million gallons of septage per year
from haulers of septic tank waste
from surrounding areas. Given the
average 1,000-gallon residential
septic tank, this equates to around
2,500 additional properties served
by the Middlebury plant.

A portion of the $49.5 million
project includes a series of
technology-related enhancements
to improve the plant’s solids
handling process (the sludge),
provide  reliable  alternatives
for solids disposal, increased
environmental resiliency,
the ability to comply with
environmental regulations in the
long term, and energy efficiency
upgrades.

Cherington and her colleagues
are already preparing grant
applications to such entities as: the
Clean Water State Revolving Fund,
which could cover 10-35% of the
project costs and $250,000 for
engineering services; the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
to subsidize flood protection
for the plant’s main pump; the
Northern ~ Borders Regional
Commission for money for
regional septage receiving and/or a
regional solids handling dryer; and
a Congressional earmark.

Cherington at Monday’s
town meeting acknowledged
the uncertainty of federal grants
and services under a Trump
administration that’s been
promising massive cuts. The
administration is paying South
African billionaire Elon Musk and
his “Department of Government
Efficiency” team to search for what

they say is government waste.

But Cherington remains
optimistic about federal aid. She
noted that absent significant outside
funding, which has typically been
granted to town infrastructure
projects, Middlebury wastewater
rates would need to double to cover
100% of the project costs. Those
rates currently include a base rate
of $52 every three months and
a usage rate of $7.55 per 1,000
gallons.

If all proceeds according to
plan, the WWTP project will be
completed in 2030, at which time
debt service on the bond would
begin.

Heather Seeley, who left the
selectboard on Tuesday after
nine years on the panel, hailed
Tuesday’s WWTP vote. Seeley
chaired the town’s infrastructure
committee for several years.

“I thank the voters for trusting us
and supporting us,” she said, giving
a special shout-out to wastewater
Superintendent Jeremy Rathbun,
and the many other town staff that
helped further the project.

“I know the selectboard and staff
will do everything they can to keep
the impact (of the bond) as low
as possible on our rates,” Seeley
added.

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

Happy 1**Anniversary
ADDY-ALL-STARS!

Here'’s to an amazing fist year
...and on to the next.

THANK YOU
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Feb. 29,2024,

We're aiming for

THE ADDY ALL-STARS ARE SHINING BRIGHT
Since launching the ADDY ALL-STARS program on

from

help to get there. If you haven't joined yet, now’s
your time. Tell a friend or a neighbor while you're at
it, and together we'll shoot for the stars!

,thanks to

, and we need your

Why supporting a free press is so vital today

arely in our country’s

history has the nation

needed a strong,

independent  press

more than it does

today. We need a
press that accurately tells what’s
going on in the nation’s capital, to
explain the serious consequences
of this administration’s cuts
to domestic programs and the
betrayal of our long-standing
allies while also becoming a patsy
to a villainous dictator. We need
a press free to publish truth to
power, a press free to encourage
public discourse of on all sides of
the issues, a press free to dig into
the meat of any issue, and be a
trustworthy source of news for the
community.

It goes without saying that same
free press should be unafraid to
question and challenge facts and
leadership when their actions
seemingly go against the public
good — a tenet that is seriously
under threat by this current
president.

Not that the press is free to do
whatever it pleases. It must endure
market-based constraints. If it is to

maintain its integrity, its
news must be reliable
and trustworthy. If it is to
grow and be successful,

it must demonstrate
consistent value to its
customers. These are
constraints we gladly
embrace.

The Addison County

“WE CELEBRATE THE FIRST
ANNIVERSARY OF THE ADDY
ALL-STARS WITH HUMBLE THANKS.”

— Angelo Lynn

Independent recognizes
how fortunate we are
to live in a state, and
among a population,
that respects the tenets of a free
press. We’re fortunate to be able
to challenge facts we think are
false, expose lies and explain the
consequences of actions proposed
to the citizens whose lives will be
impacted.

Importantly, we are free to act
on our conscience and stand by
our professional ethics because
we are independent. Being
solely owned and operated is an
enormous asset. It allows us to
operate as a newspaper should
— without favor and without
fear of retribution or influence
by investors or stockholders, or
political tyrants.

ANGELO
LYNN

The one constraint we
most value is predicated
on how well we serve our
community. If we’re not
serving our readers well, we need
to listen more intently, change our
tactics and do a better job.

To that end, we celebrate the
first anniversary of the ADDY
ALL-STARS with humble thanks
for the extra level of support that
over 232 friends and subscribers
have made. This “friends of the
Addison Independent” group has
donated over $40,000 in the first
year to help this newspaper keep
the public informed and help our
advertisers reach their respective
markets. These donations
represent an average gift of $100
over the cost of the subscription
and help us keep our powerful

team of nine reporters/editors/
photographers on our news
team (plus all of our columnists)
working around the clock.

Our goal this year is to reach
500 ADDY ALL-STARS. That’s
not just to remain sustainable, but
also to develop a stronger network
of town correspondents, so we get
more coverage more often from
each of the county’s 22 towns and,
the biggest little city, Vergennes.

If you haven’t become an
ADDY  ALL-STAR,  please
consider signing up today. It’s
never been more important to
have a strong, independent press.
And we can assure our readers, the
Independent will fulfill that role to
the best of our ability.

— Angelo Lynn,
editor/publisher

Help us puzzle it together.

PARTICIPANTS IN ILSLEY Public Llbrary’s annual puzzle competition piece together their entry.

How does The Addison

Independent make money?

The Addy Indy is a family-
owned and operated independent
weekly newspaper. We rely on
support from readers through
subscriptions & newsstand sales,
advertising revenue and donations
through our ADDY ALL-STARS
supporters. All three legs are
critical for the support and

stability of our operation.

You can help us simplify our
renewal process by signing up
to auto-renew your subscription.
This saves us paperwork,
processing and postage, and
gives you the benefit of never
missing an issue of The Addy
Indy — win, win!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

DID YOU KNOW?

Our new rates better reflect the true costs of producing
and distributing The Addison Independent. This adjustment
reflects the rising costs of production and distribution,
while ensuring we maintain high-quality journalism.

SIMPLIFY YOUR SUBSCRIPTION!

Independent file photo / Steve James

—
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'
ADDY ALL-STARS

Help us spark

morc support

We're almost
half-way there...

Help us reach our goal
of 500 unique ADDY
ALL-STAR contributors
by making a donation,
and then asking your
friends, family, and
neighbors to donate,
too. Thank you!

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM/ALL-STARS

| 400

300

200

THANK YOU!

100

What’s next for the ALL-STARS?

Our goal for the first year of the ADDY ALL-STARS program

was simple: get it off the ground and tell people all about it.

We reflect proudly on the rollout of the program and the

nimble changes we made throughout the first year to fit the
preferences of our supporters and capacity of our staff.

The ADDY ALL-STARS program functions like a

subscription to the Addison Independent in that supporters get
to choose the frequency and method with which they pay and
can manage their plan through our website (or by contacting our
subscriptions manager, Sean). ALL-STARS choose how much
to contribute and help fund the Addy Indy’s efforts in local
journalism.

We also see and hear that we still have work to do to

entice supporters. Fewer than 10% of our regular readers have
become ALL-STAR supporters. We still talk to people every
week who seemingly didn’t realize we have a system whereby
an individual can donate to the Addison Independent above and
beyond the price of their regular subscription.

Our goals for the second year of the ADDY ALL-STARS are

to work harder to build this program and encourage support from
as many people as possible. To accomplish this broad goal, we
hope to:

* Bring our message to you — we’ll be looking for

opportunities to table at local events or in grocery stores,
visit local retirement communities and speak at community
gatherings, etc.

Launch efforts for direct engagement and connection
between residents of Addison County and staff and
supporters of the Addison Independent. These could be
coffee and listening sessions with the publishers, moderated
debates with our reporters, open houses or community
events to bring people together.

Encourage existing ADDY ALL-STARS to share their
support with their friends and family, inspiring others
around them to join the ranks!

With these efforts and more, we hope to meet and exceed our

goal of 500 ADDY ALL-STARS by the end of our second year.

SKIP THE MANUAL RENEWAL PROCESS & SIGN UP TO AUTO-RENEW.

NAME, EMAIL & CREDIT CARD INFO REQUIRED.

Subscriber Name

Mailing Address

Phone Number

Email Address

AY
~

PICK APAYMENT SCHEDULE THAT WORKS FOR YOU!

MONTHLY SENIOR YEARLY SENIOR
‘

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM/SUBSCRIBE

Exp. Date

We will never share your information, we promise.
Credit card info is encrypted and destroyed after the first payment.

THANK YOU!

Prefer to send a check or cash? That’s great, too! Simply mail your payment with the renewal form to us at 58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753.
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MARCH MADNESS

MONEY SAVERS
2025 Seeds are Here!

ng
re

ng!

Windshield washer fluid
Rain-X Orange

: ! 2 FOR $10
1 $40 OR MORE : REG. $6.99
\ SEED STARTING :
' suppLEES . PET AND WILD BIRD SUPPLIES
i MIDDLEBURY AGWAY COUPON i nuﬁ ann
: excludes seeds but includes Soil, Jiffy Pots,: $8 off 11Ib bags and
: Greenhouse:l :Vr\;(:h?l:os\)/y?’lallgzhsts and more. : $12 Off 22|b b 3 g S,
------------------ . We carry a wide range of formulas.
We N CatI Liéter |
imple Bran
gz;:y Xs-l; GENERIC $14.99 o1
P BLACK OIL REG. $18.99
Products $14.99 201b
llnzc(:)Iudmg Fort Vee REG. $17.99 and
in 20qt and 45qt Bags . .
Fgus Per?nnigl, $2499 for 40|b SUET PLUS
onPos REG. $27.99 10 packs for
$16.99
REG. $19.99
—_ Sport Mix Cat Food
S Chicken &
Chicken/Liver/Fish
$32.99 311b
REG. $42.99

Nature’s Miracle Urine
Destroyer

NS 0
20% OFF $29.99 1gal REG. $43.99
ORDER YOUR |10 -
SPRING CHICKS Supplie;y Nature’s Miracle Stain/Odor
Fl\cl)%ml/a ITKRU%Uﬁ?fﬁ 215 Excluding feed $29.99 1gal REG. $45.99

* All sale end and coupon dates are 3/31/25, while supplies last, cannot be combined with any other sale or offer, in-stock items only.

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN
1‘;“5 338 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT « 802-388-4937
Mon - Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5 « Sun 9-4 « MiddleburyAgway.com

YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE" ¢ 802-388-4937




ADDISON COUNTY INDEPENDENT

THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 : l’ I O RT S

ALSO IN THIS SECTION:

e School News
* Legal Notices

e Classifieds
* Police Logs

MUHS SENIOR ALEX Sperry is in control of this 144-pound match on the way to winning the title in the
weight class at the Vermont high school championship wrestling tournament in Barre on Saturday.

Photo by Jessie Raymond

TIGER SENIOR AVERY Carl dominates one of his four opponents, none of whom he allowed to score
a point, on the way to winning the 157-pound title at the Vermont high school championship wrestling
tournament in Barre on this past Friday and Saturday.

Photo by Jessie Raymond

Four Tigers, two Commodores win Vt. titles; Lavoie named outstanding wrestler

By ANDY KIRKALDY

BARRE — Four members of the
Middlebury Union High School
wrestling team won state titles as
the Tigers made a run at a Vermont
crown. But MUHS fell just short
of dethroning perennial champion
Mount Anthony (MAU) in the
Vermont championship tournament
this past Friday and Saturday in the
Barre Auditorium.

The Patriots broke a tie by

winning the final two championship
contested matcheds, and prevailed
with 210.5 points — just 11.5 points
clear of the Tigers’ 199.

Spaulding was the only other
team in Patriots’ and Tigers’ scoring
neighborhood in the 25-team field,
with 177.5 points. Otter Valley
(109) was fifth, Vergennes (91.5)
was seventh, and Mount Abraham
(63) was 10th.

Winning individual titles for

MUHS were senior Avery Carl at
157 pounds, his second individual
state championship and first since
he was a freshman; senior Alex
Sperry at 144, his first after reaching
the podium regularly since he was a
freshman; and sophomores Tucker
Wright at 175 and Wyatt Kennett at
165, the first for both.

Also reaching the podium for
MUHS were freshman Miles Goetz,
second at 106; sophomore Jason

Tiger girls’ hockey wins handily

Defeats Stowe in first round of Div. Il playoffs; MVU next

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The No.
3 seed Middlebury Union High
School girls’ hockey team broke
open Tuesday’s home Division II
quarterfinal vs. No. 6 Stowe with
three straight goals in the second
period on the way to a 5-1 victory.
The Tigers, who improved to

12-7-2, will next take on No. 2
Missisquoi in Swanton on Friday
at 7 p.m. At the same time in the
other semifinal, No. 4 Hartford (9-
9-3) will visit No. 1 seed Burr &
Burton (15-4-1). Friday’s winners
will meet for the D-II title at the
University of Vermont’s Gutterson
Arena at 3 p.m. on Sunday.

One fact stands out: The Tigers
are unbeaten against those three
teams.

The Tigers won at Missisquoi,
5-2, on Feb. 1. The Tigers defeated
Burr & Burton at home, 2-1, on
Dec. 28. They tied Hartford at
home, 5-5, in their season opener,

(See Girls” hockey Page 2B)

TIGER SOPHOMORE FORWARD Julia Morrisey banks the puck in off the Stowe goalie for the Tigers’
second goal in their 5-1 D-ll quarterfinal win over visiting Stowe on Tuesday.

SCOIe

— BOARD

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Basketball
2127 Mt Abe vs Missisquoi............... 43-16
2/27 MUHS vs Colchester .............. 41-29
2/27 Milton vs VUHS ........cocvvvenee 57-34
2/27 OV vs Springfield ............coc..... 45-29
3/1 VUHS vs Fairfax ..........cccooneaee 76-18
D-Il Playoffs
3/4 #4 Mt Abe vs #13 Lk. Region ....44-28
3/5#12 U-32 at #5 MUHS.................. Late
D-lll Playoffs
3/5#9 VUHS at #8 Winooski............. Late
Boys’ Basketball
D-Il Playoffs

2/26 #8 N Country vs #9 Mt Abe .....56-50

2/28 #4 OV vs #5 Fair Haven.......... 51-46

3/1 at #3 Harwood vs #6 MUHS......57-50

3/5 #1 Montpelier vs OV (Barre) .......Late
D-lll Playoffs

2/26 #3 VUHS vs #14 Oxbow ......... 49-29

2/28 #6 Winooski vs #3 VUHS......... 46-40

(See Scoreboard, Page 5B)

Independent photo/Steve James

Mount Abe girls advance

Other local squads

set to open playoffs

By ANDY KIRKALDY

ADDISON COUNTY — Mount
Abraham was the only high school
girls’ basketball team to see action
before the Wednesday deadline for
the Independent as the playoffs got
underway. And the Eagles, the No.
4 seed in Division II, won their first-
round matchup on Tuesday to set up
a likely showdown with No. 5 seed
Middlebury in Bristol on Friday.

The winner of that game will
almost certainly travel to face No.
1 seed North Country in a semifinal
on March 12. The Falcons have lost
only once this winter. The final in
Barre will be played on March 15.
EAGLES

On Tuesday Mount Abe brushed
aside No. 13 Lake Region, 44-28.
Mackenzie Griner led Mount Abe
with 13 points and nine rebounds,
and Louisa Painter scored 12 points

as the Eagles improved to 17-4.

Mya Patenaude led the 6-15
Rangers with six points.
TIGERS

MUHS earned their No. 5 seed
with a 14-6 record. They were set to
host#12 U-32 (6-14) on Wednesday
in what will be a rematch of an
early-season Tiger loss to the
Raiders. The winner of that game
gets the Eagles on Friday.
OTTERS

Otter Valley doubled their 2024
win total in finishing 6-14 and
earning the No. 14 seed in D-II.
Their reward was a trip to No. 3
Lamoille in a game that was moved
to Thursday at 7 p.m. The teams did
not face one another this season.
COMMODORES

The 9-11 Commodores drew
the No. 9 seed in D-III and were
set to visit No. 8 Winooski (11-8)
on Wednesday after deadline. The
teams did not meet in the regular

(See Girls” hoop, Page 5B)

Sperry, third at 150; sophomore
Parker Carl, fourth at 190; junior
Steven Lackard; third at 215; and
junior Kameron Raymond, fifth at
285.

Two Commodores also won
titles. Senior Isaac Preston claimed
his second, earning the 215-pound
crown after winning at 190 pounds
in 2024. He won both those state
titles by pinning everyone in his
path. VUHS junior Payton Lavoie

won at 190 this year and was voted
by the coaches as the tournament’s
outstanding wrestler after defeating
higher seeds on the way to his title.

Also reaching the podium for
VUHS were sophomore Stephen
Kittredge, second at 126, and
freshman Jackson Scribner, fourth
at 138.

Five Otters placed. Senior Isaac
Whitney, second at 190, and junior
Drake Felkl, second at 215, had the

best results. Junior Maisa Allen took
third at 113, freshman Colby Benoit
was fourth at 144, and sophomore
Blake Allen was third at 157.

Four members of the young
Mount Abe team reached the
podium, all of them sophomores:
Baxter Montgomery (third at 120),
Isayah Isham (third at 138), Mason
Atkins (sixth at 157) and Lincoln
Painter (sixth at 165).

(See Wrestling, Page 3B)

Winooski edges
Commodores in
D-III postseason

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES —  Visiting
No. 6 seed Winooski started
strong on Friday against the No.
3 Vergennes Union High School
boys’ basketball team.

The Commodores bounced
back and finally took a late lead,
but the Spartans closed strong
to eke out a 46-40 victory and
end what was another successful
VUHS season.

Winooski (15-6) led by 39-32
with 6:11 to go when Hussein
Mohamed hit a free throw. But
the 14-7 Commodores reeled off
eight straight points during the
next five minutes to take a 40-39
lead.

Forward Ryker Moschauer
drove for a bucket at 4:40, Quinn
LeBeau nailed a three-pointer at
3:50, and Spencer Gebo converted
a miss at 2:50. And after LeBeau
grabbed an offensive board,
Mosehauer drew a foul and hit
one of two free throws, and the
Commodores had the lead, 40-39,
at 1:13.

Mohamed pushed the ball,
drew a foul and hit a free throw

(See Commodores, Page 4B)

COMMODORE GUARD COHEN Howell looks to make a play against Winooski during the Division Il
boys’ basketball quarterfinal playoff game in Vergennes on Friday.

VUHS boys” hoop falls just short

Independent photo/Steve James

COMMODORE FORWARD RYKER Mosehauer knifes
the Winooski defense for layup during Friday night’s Division Il
basketball quarterfinal playoff game in Vergennes.

inside

Independent photo/Steve James
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TIGER SOPHOMORE DEFENDER Sedona Carrara and sophomore forward Julia Morrisey (#5) watch
Carrara’s crisp wrist shot get past Stowe goalie Ella McAllister for the Tigers’ first goal in Tuesday’s D-lI

quarterfinal win.

Independent photo/Steve James

Girls’ hockey

(Continued from Page 1B)
and more recently defeated the
Hurricanes on the road, 4-2.

That’s all well and good, said
MUHS Coach PJ. Lalonde after
Tuesday’s game. He said his team
should approach Friday’s game,
and hopefully the D-II final to
follow, with confidence.

But the Tigers also have to be
ready to play their best, he added.

“They’ve played really well
against all those teams. We’re
confident in our ability to proceed
through the tournament,” Lalonde
said. “But that comes with hard
work and poise. These teams that
are left are not going to roll over
by any means. But they’re ready
to do it. They’re certainly up to the
challenge.”

Moving forward, the Tigers
might have to start better than they
did in Tuesday’s first period, when
the Raiders put six of their 14 shots
on MUHS goalie Ruby Hubbell,
at least half of them challenging.

Last week we pulled our
snowshoes out of storage and
took them out into the woods
for a walk. We did this partly
because we could. It was the
first time in a while that we had
enough snow down here in the
Champlain Valley for snowshoes
to be meaningful: enough that
if we had taken the same walk
without them, we would have
been post-holing our way through
the woods.

We also did it in memory of our
dog Coda, walking our lower loop
trail that was always his favorite.

For nearly 13 years until this
month, we have taken twice-
daily walks with Coda. My wife
Deborah more often than me, but
frequently all of us. In Coda’s
younger and more exuberant
years, we’d often let him off

leash to go bounding through
the woods. Or through the snow.
He loved winter rambles in fresh
powder. If he strayed too far, we’d
seek to lure him back with treats.
Sometimes it worked, especially

if he knew we had treats in the
pocket. Sometimes it didn’t. Like
if he knew where an old deer bone
lay hidden. Or if he came upon
some nice fresh deer droppings,
which he liked to gobble up like
chocolates.

He always loved walks, and for
most of his life he had boundless
energy. Never wanting the walk
to end, if he sensed us turning
toward home he would dig his
heels in, or just flop on the ground
and roll over. In the winter, his
protest against returning home
was to make doggy snow-angels.
(Or are they snow doggy-angels?)

We had a few different trails
through the woods. I usually
opted for one of our shorter walks,
in part because it kept to dryer
ground. But whenever we got to
the trail intersection and I would
start to turn left toward the shorter
loop, Coda would plant his feet
for just a moment, and look back
and forth between me and the
path to his right, hoping on this
occasion he might get his way and

Walking with Coda — and then without him

we’d turn right instead. Often he
did get his way. And we’d all get
back home with muddier feet.

Some of my best lessons in
attentiveness to nature came from
Coda, whose nose was

buried just an inch under the
snow from the previous night’s
dusting. Usually by the time I
realized what he was nosing in
the snow for, it would be too late

and he’d have already

always alert to smells.
His constant stopping
and stooping to sniff
made me have to stop to.
(90-pound dogs have the
ability to do that.) Later
in his life (and mine), I

gotten a few. No doggy
kisses allowed that
night.

For the past year of
his life, though, Coda
was in hospice care.
His body was giving

finally began to learn
my lessons of patience
and attentiveness that
he’d worked so hard to
teach me. Instead of just
tugging on his leash to get him
going again, I’d just stop with
him and look around, and listen,
and be still, and wonder at what
he might be smelling or thinking
about. Lacking a dog’s nose, of
course | could only guess. But I
might notice a patch of moss, or
a red eft, or some small fern or
wildflower I hadn’t before seen.
Or a pile of deer droppings

- L —

R.L.P.,, Coda

MATTHEW
DICKERSON

out. I had to help him
up the stairs, and when
we went for a ride in
the car I needed to
lift him up into the
hatchback. He got painkillers
in the mornings and evenings.
No more bounding away from
us on walks. He would instead
just trudge alongside us often a
pace or two behind, sometimes
stopping to catch his breath.
And yet still rarely wanting to
come home even when he was
clearly tired. And still able to
find those goodies left in the
snow by passing deer.

And still eager to play a game
of tug with me, with either his
big stuffed alligator or his big
stuffed trout. He’d taunt me,
dropping the animal on the floor
in front of me and waiting for
me to make a move to steal it.
In his young days, he could go
for hours — easily outlasting his
old man. For his last few months
though, even his stamina for
tugging had waned and he’d last
only a few minutes before he’d
concede and let me have the
trout.

And then he was gone. Laid
in the ground in a big hole his
boy Peter dug for him out by the
raspberry patch.

On that first snowshoe trek
without him, when we got to the
intersection where a decision
was needed, we paused and
looked both ways, gazed out
into the brush that always got
the attention of his nose. Then
we turned right and took the
longer way.

ONTY. Tig,
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“We are proud of this annual
drive that’s contributed more
than 10,000 pounds of food
to the community through
HOPE.”

— Steve and Lisa Dupoise

&;’DDLEB\W:‘QQ Join County Tire Center for our 12th annual
Free brakes for food promotion

Donate: 12 non-perishable food items.
Receive: a Free Brake Inspection and Diagnosis

If you need brakes, we provide FREE premium brake pads and

$50 off labor to install the pads with the purchase of rotors.

If you need pads and rotors for both front and rear brakes, we ask
that you donate 12 additional food items for HOPE. Thank you!

No other discounts may be combined with this offer. We do not pad slap.

All donations go
straight to HOPE

Dates: Feb. 10 - March 21, 2025

learn more at Hope-VT.org

Drive safely and help

your Neighbozxrs!

33 Seymour Street, Middlebury, VT
802-388-7620  www.countytirecenter.com ¢ info@countytirecenter.com

Hubbell made excellent kick saves
on Ada Reilly and Lydia Mandigo
in the first eight minutes, with
4:34 to go, dove to cover a shot
that deflected off a defender, and
with two minutes left kicked away
Sydney Larson’s low one-timer
from the slot.

“There were a couple times
the puck took some funny
bounces, and she was up to the
challenge,” Lalonde said. “She’s
been absolutely phenomenal for
us throughout the last part of the
season.”

The Tigers did fire seven of their
26 shots on goal in the period. But
Stowe goalie Ella McAllister was
not tested to the same extent as
Hubbell, although she did do well
to deny Hayden Dunakin from
the right side in the fifth minute
and Lia Calzini from between the
circles in the eighth minute.

Lalonde acknowledged the
Tigers were not their sharpest
in the first 15 minutes, and the
coaches and team talked things
over between periods.

“We certainly stressed moving to
open space, looking for each other,
all that stuff that seems to elude us
sometimes,” he said.

Then the game quickly took a
turn in the second period, with
sophomore  defender  Sedona
Carrara finding the net.

Shortly after the opening faceoff
the Tigers worked the puck deep
into the right corner. Calzini
knocked it loose, and it popped
to Carrara at the top of the right
circle. She skated to the top of the
left circle, cut to the dot, curled to
move the puck to her forehand, and
whipped the puck home 42 seconds
into the period to put the Tigers
ahead.

The Raiders were awarded a
power play at 2:10 that the Tigers
stuffed. MUHS then went right
back on the attack, and Julia
Morrissey made it 2-0 at 5:47.
Defender Ireland Hanley shot on
McAllister, and Morrissey picked
up the puck just to the right of the
goal and backhanded it home off

the sprawling goalie.

The Tigers kept pressing, and
Calzini made it 3-0 at 12:42.
Kenyon Connors fed Calzini
between the circles, and Calzini’s
shot pinged in off the left post.
Dunakin got the second assist.

Stowe was awarded a second
power play late in the period, and
Quinn Sheldon one-timed home a
Jackie Henderson feed into the slot
with 42 seconds left in the period to
make it 3-1.

The Raiders’ hopes of a
comeback realistically lasted 44
seconds into the third period.
That’s when Calzini converted a
breakaway with a short wrister into
the upper left corner. Carrara got
the assist for springing Calzini out
of the defensive zone.

Two minutes into the period,
a Raider was sent to the penalty
box. Eighteen seconds after that
Nova Bojanowski flicked home a
Dunakin rebound from close range,
and it was 5-1.

The Tigers took one more penalty
later in the period, and Hubbell
made the last of what where her
several saves on Henderson from
the right point. Hubbell finished
with 13 stops, while McAllister
blocked 21 shots for Stowe (8-12).

The Tigers managed five goals
despite a rare game without a point
from dangerous leading scorer
McKenna Raymond. LalLonde
said it was a good sign, noting in
particular that four Tigers scored
and two goals were scored by
crashing the net.

“We were commending them for
their net-front presence tonight,”
Lalonde said. “Getting the pucks to
the net and having a presence, that
was great to see.”

He was also happy to see a
defensive group led by Carrara,
Quinn Doria and Hanley have a
good night.

“We definitely had some lapses,
but overall we were strong in front
of Ruby,” Lalonde said. “We held
down the fort, kept pucks to the
outside.”

THE MUHS GIRLS’ hockey team celebrates the second Tiger goal,
scored by Julia Morrissey, in their 5-1 D-ll quarterfinal victory over

visiting Stowe on Tuesday.

Independent photo/Steve James

RIALF MARATTRON & 5% T0K

May 11,2025 + Lake Dunmore, Vermont

Novice and advanced athletes alike marvel at the beauty of our courses
and enjoy the mountains, lakes and streams of Central Vermont.

See our website for course maps, race details and registration.

802-388-6888 - VERMONTSUN.COM




VUHS JUNIOR PAYTON Lavoie was voted the Vermont high school
wrestling tournament’s Most Outstanding Wrestler after winning the
190-pound title in Barre this past Friday and Saturday.

Photo by Jessie Raymond

Wrestling

(Continued from Page 1B)

The results of the championship
matches, with local competitors and
local results at each weight class,
were:

106 pounds: Brayden Buchanan,
Essex, defeated Miles Goetz,
MUHS, by technical fall in the final.

Also, Mason Markowski, OV
went 0-2.

113: OV’s Maisa Allen finished
third with a 2-1 record. Also: Addie
Smith, VUHS went 0-2.

120: Mount Abe’s Baxter
Montgomery finished third with
a 2-1 record. Also, Kegan Stone,
MUHS went 0-2.

126: Cahota Lafond (Col) pinned
Stephen Kittredge of VUHS in the
final.

Also: Bradley Lavangie, Mt. Abe
went 1-2.

132: Jordan Couture,
went 0-2.

138: Mount Abe’s Isayah Isham
took third by defeating Commodore
Jackson Scribner in the consolation

MUHS

MOUNT ABE’S LINCOLN Painter works to break free from his 165-pound foe at the Vermont high school
championship wrestling tournament in Barre on Saturday. Painter finished sixth in the weight class.

Photo by Jessie Raymond

OTTER BLAKE ALLEN makes a move from on top of an opponent in a 157-pound match at the Vermont
high school championship wrestling tournament in Barre on Saturday. Allen was third in the weight class.

Photo by Jessie Raymond

EAT WITH YOUR HEART CONTENT!

access to healing deep nutrition and farm based,
confidence-building youth education.

CALL OR TEXT (802) 377-1066

Enriching the soils and
our individual health through
Retro Regenerational
Farming since 2005.

Invest in your family’s health & peace of mind! Eat Real, Clean,

Well-Loved Sentinel Farms Heart Healthy Beef! Our nutritious

& delicious, antioxidant-rich clean protein is Raised with Love,
harvested with Grace: without fear or stress.

Connect with Retro Regenerational farmer & health advocate,
Kerry Kurt RN, MDiv with your questions or to schedule a farm visit.

Farmer Kurt actively responds to our growing human
needs at the grassroots level; providing affordable

Stock your
freezer today
and save!

Visit unboundgrace.org/beef to learn more

final. Isham finished with a 4-1
record, and Scribner with a 2-2
mark. Tiger Colton Murray went
1-2.

144: Tiger Alex Sperry defeated
Michael Grasso of Spaulding, 8-1,
in the final.

OV’s Colby Benoit finished
fourth with a 2-2 record. Also,
Eagle Clayton Markwell lost two
close matches.

150: Tiger Jason Sperry finished
third, losing his first match and then
winning four straight, including the
consolation final.

157: Tiger Avery Carl defeated
MAU’s Spencer Boucher in the
final, 14-0. Carl did not surrender
a point in his four matches. OV’s
Blake Allen finished third with a
3-1 mark, and Eagle Mason Atkins
was sixth with a 2-2 record.

165: Tiger Wyatt Kennett
rallied with a five-point third
period to defeat Brody Coppins of
Colchester, 6-4, in the final. That
came after Kennett, the No. 5 seed,
defeated No. 1 seed Gabe Bache of
Fair Haven, 5-1, in the semifinal
round, with another five-point third
period.

Mount Abe’s Lincoln Painter
finished sixth at 2-2. Otter Lincoln
Wilcox, the No. 4 seed, lost both
his matches in close bouts, one to
Kennett.

175: Tiger Tucker Wright pinned
Mill River’s Ethan Patch in the
final’s third period after rolling to
a 13-3 lead. Wright did not allow
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a point in winning three close
matches in his first three outings.

Also, OV’s Max Potter and
Mount Abe’s John Meshna both
came up short in two matches.

190: Payton Lavoie, the No. 3
seed, earned his outstanding wrestler
award by rallying in the final to pin
top-seeded Otter wrestler Isaac
Whitney in the second period after
trailing, 5-1. That came after Lavoie
trailed No. 2 seed Aiden Riordan of
MAU, 6-1, in the semifinal round
before storming back to win, 9-6.
The Commodore pinned his first
two opponents.

Also, Tiger Parker Carl claimed
fourth place in this weight class,
losing only to Whitney and Riordan
in finishing 2-2.

215: Another Commodore made
a good case to be named outstanding
wrestler. When Isaac Preston pinned
OV’s Drake Felkl in the first two
minutes of the 215-pound final, that
made four straight first-period pins
for the two-time VUHS champion
in the tournament. Preston also
racked up first-period pins of all
four of his 2024 opponents at 190
pounds on the way to winning his
first state title.

Tiger Steven Lackard, the No.
5 seed, finished third with a 4-1
record, losing only to Preston.

285: MAU’s Ryan Marsden,
the top seed, pinned No. 2 Hunter
Ferland of Springfield in the second
period to claim the title. That result
broke a late tie with MUHS for the

MIDDLEBURY MUHS
senior Avery Carl has been
selected as a recipient of the 2025
New England Pride Scholarship
for wrestlers. The goal of the
scholarship is to recognize
outstanding high school seniors
who are moving on to collegiate
wrestling. The aim is to show
pride in New England Wrestlers
and to support the next generation
of collegiate wrestlers

Carl is one of 18 recipients,
all of whom will receive a $500
scholarship. The scholarships
will be awarded at a ceremony in
Fitchburg, Mass., on March 16.

Carl wins wrestling scholarship

team points lead.

Tiger Kameron Raymond, the
No. 3 seed, finished fifth in the
weight class with a 2-2 record.
OV’s Keegan Reid was sixth with
a 3-2 mark. Eagle Benji Havey lost
his two matches.

Also, the previous weekend a
qualifying tournament was held
for high school girls to compete
for spots at the New England girls’
championship. Qualifiers were
given their medals Saturday in
Barre, including the following local
wrestlers: 1. Maisa Allen; OV, first
at 114; 2. Addie Smith, VUHS,
second at 114; Hailey Isham, Mt.
Abe, first at 132; and Commodore
Caceleigh White, first at 165.

Upcoming Events

Thursday, March 6:
9:00 - 11:00 AM  Public Skating

Tuesday, March 11:
9:00 - 11:00 AM Public Skating

Thursday, March 13:
9:00 - 11:00 AM Public Skating

Thanks for

another
great season!

Public Skating gift cards are
available for purchase at any
public skating session!

Memorial Sports Center

296 Buttolph Drive ¢« Middlebury, VT
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org
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COMMODORE GUARD REESE Paquette guards Winooski’s Omar Turnage during Friday night’s
Division Ill boys’ basketball quarterfinal playoff game in Vergennes.

Commodores

Independent photo/Steve James

(Continued from Page IB)
five seconds later, and the game
was tied. Mosehauer rebounded
the miss, but the Commodores
couldn’t convert at the other end.
And then the Spartans nailed the
biggest shot of the game: a three
by Omar Turnage, from the right
corner at 0:36, and the Spartans
led, 43-40.

There was still plenty of time,
but with 15 seconds remaining, the
Commodores missed the first of
two free throws and committed a
lane violation on the second.

With 13.4 seconds left, Mohamed
hit the first of two free throws and
missed the second to make it a
four-point Winooski lead. And
in the scramble for the rebound,
the ball went out of bounds off
the Commodores. VUHS had to

foul, and with 10.7 seconds on the
clock, Dahir Duad iced the win for
the Spartans by swishing two free
throws to create an insurmountable
six-point lead and the final score.
As much as the game’s ending
was painful, VUHS Coach Eric
LeBeau said the beginning was
just as problematic. Winooski —
and Mohamed — came out firing,
and the Commodores appeared to
have no answer in the first quarter.
Mohamed hit two three-pointers
and a jumper in the first three
minutes as the Spartans took a 10-3
lead on the way to a 19-9 edge by
the end of the first period.
Mohamed scored 10 of his
game-high 19 in that period, and
Destin Enwa added four of his five
points as Winooski asserted itself.
Ryan Wright scored all six of his

points in the quarter for VUHS.
LeBeau credited the Spartans
for their fast start, but wished the
Commodores had matched them.
“Granted, we found ourselves
and fought back, like we always
do. That was never in doubt,” he
said. “But I just felt they were
more ready to start that game.”
Certainly, the Commodores
began to play better in the second
period. A press rattled the Spartans
— they committed six of their 12
turnovers in the quarter — and gave
some energy to the Commodores.
They outscored their guests, 14-7,
to pull within 26-23 at the break.
They could have come closer,
but were only one for five from
the free-throw line. In all, while
Winooski was making nine of 12
free throws during the game, a 75%

clip, the Commodores converted
just six of 17 from the line, or 35%.

LeBeau also cited a number
of “missed layups and chippies,”
shots the Commodores might
usually make during the game.

But there was a lot to like
about the second period if you
were a Commodores fan. Spencer
Grimm hit a three, Quinn LeBeau
hit a three and a layup, Cohen
Howell chipped in two assists and
strong defense off the bench, and
Mosehauer scored three. A 1-3-1
zone to go with the press helped
slow the Spartans. Four Spartans
scored in the period, including
Mohamed, who beat the buzzer
with a jumper.

The Spartans added two points to
their lead in the third period, which
finished at 36-31, Winooski. Four
Commodores scored, including
a three from Paquette. Winooski
center Chris Buker worked loose
inside for four points in the period,
and Mohamed added another four.

Then came the comeback in
the fourth that looked promising
for the home team, but ultimately
ended in disappointment.

Along with Mohamed’s 19
points, Turnage and Oliver Mathys-
Vallario scored seven apiece, and
Buker added six for Winooski.

For  Vergennes, Moschauer
led the way with 11points, seven
rebounds, two assists and two
blocks. Gebo had seven points
and eight rebounds; LeBeau, eight
points and three assists; Wright, six
points and two steals; and Howell,
two assists and six rebounds.

Team rebounds were even at 29
apiece, and VUHS committed fewer
turnovers — 10 to Winooski’s 12.

Six seniors will graduate from the
program: Gebo, Paquette, Grimm,
Ethan Croke, Owen Collette and
Hayden Bassett.

They’ll be missed, and Coach
LeBeau said he’s enjoyed this
year’s team.

“I’ve seen a lot of these guys
since they’ve been in 4th or 5th
grade. [ would never question their
effort,” he said. “My guys have
really good attitudes, and give
110% all the time.”

LeBeau said they had a good
season. The Commodores won 14
games against a schedule of mostly

Division II teams.

“I told those guys in there
they’re definitely a three seed,” he
said. “That’s what we deserved.

That’s what we are. We’re a top
four Division III basketball team.
They earned it. They worked hard
all year.”

COMMODORE GUARD QUINN LeBeau skies for a layup against

Winooski

during Friday night’s Division il
quarterfinal playoff game at VUHS.

boys’ basketball

Independent photo/Steve James

ADDISON COUNTY

School News Briefs

Lacey Greenamyre of
Middlebury and Charles Hodson
of Weybridge recently received
degrees at the University of
Tampa commencement ceremony
on Dec. 13 Hodson graduated
with a Bachelor of Science in
Management, while Greenamyre
graduated with a Master of Science
in Exercise and Nutrition Science.

Each semester, Bard College at
Simon’s Rock recognizes superior
scholarship through the dean’s list.
Eliza Doucet of Bristol has earned
a place on the list for the fall 2024
semester. To be eligible for this
honor, a student must carry 14 or
more credits and achieve a grade
point average of 3.5.

DON'T RELY ON LUCK TO GET FOUND ONLINE

Keep your
business at
the top of
search results
with the Addy
Indy’s Digital
Directory
Management
services —no
four-leaf clover
required!

802-388-4944

INDEPENDENT
DIGITAL WFJ ingy

digital@addisonindependent.com

addisonindependent.com/independent-digital-marketing

GET STARTED NOW!




Taking it to the mat

AT THE WRESTLING State Championships meet in Barre last week, all four local high schools
represented well. Pictured here, Tiger wrestler Jason Sperry has his 150-pound Mill River opponent
in trouble at the Vermont high school championship wrestling tournament in Barre on Saturday.
Sperry took third in his weight class.

Photo by Jessie Raymond

Girls’ hoop

(Continued from Page IB)
season.

If VUHS prevails, they will
almost certainly visit No. 1 Oxbow
on Saturday. The D-III semifinal
and final are in Barre on March 13
and 15, respectively.

REGU/LAR SEASON

Mount Abe, MUHS and OV
wrapped up their regular seasons
on Thursday, Feb. 27, all with
victories.

The Eagles easily shut down
visiting Missisquoi, 43-15, to finish
at 16-4 and guarantee no worse than
a No. 3 seed. Griner’s 13 points
and seven rebounds led the way.
Lauren Cousino scored seven
points, Abba Parker scored six,
and Gen Forand filled up the stat
sheet with six points, four assists

and four steals.

The Tigers got past host
Colchester, 41-29, on that Thursday.
Louisa Orten (14 points) and
Solstice Binder (13 points) paced
the MUHS attack.

The Otters knocked off host
Springfield, 45-29, behind strong
defense and balanced scoring.
Matelin LaPorte paced the Otters
with 13 points, and other offensive
contributors  included  Tegan
Boynton (nine points), Jazzy
Madrigal (eight) and Breanna
Bovey (seven).

Notable was Cosmo junior Macie
Stagner scoring 26 points, giving
her 1,853 for her career and moving
her into 10th all-time in the Vermont
girls’ hoop scoring list.

Another opponent reached a
milestone on Thursday: Milton’s

Marlie Bushey’s 24 points at VUHS
gave her 1,000 for her career.
Bushey scored 16 of those points in
the second half as the Yellowjackets
pulled away from a four-point lead
at the break to win by 57-34. Evie
Bushey added 16 for Milton, which
won its ninth straight and improved
to 15-5.

Leading the VUHS attack were
Ashtin Stearns with 12 points,
Kendra Jackson (10), and Ava
Francis (eight).

On Saturday the Commodores
tied a bow on their regular season
by rolling over host Fairfax, 76-18,
to wrap up at 9-11.

The VUHS points came from
Stearns, 26; Francis, 14; Georgia
Krause,13; Jackson, nine; Amelia
Giroux, eight; and Summer
Gosliga, six.

Ferrisburgh

Have a news tip?

Email Sally Kerschner at smwkersch@comcast.net

FERRISBURGH — A
Ferrisburgh Grange “King Pede”
card party is scheduled for Saturday,
March 15. This get-together is held
at the Ferrisburgh Town Hall and
Community Center and will begin
at 6:30 p.m. with a sandwich supper
and then on to an evening of fun
and games. King Pede is a game
that involves “trick-taking” such
as in Hearts and Spades or Pitch.
This is a game of fun and skill so
come prepared to use your strategic
thinking!

Rokeby Museum is supporting
the “10 Million Names Project,”
recently launched by American
Ancestors and its partners. The
project works to connect the
family stories of the descendants
of the ten million men, women, and
children of African descent who
were enslaved in the U.S. prior to
emancipation and to restore their
names to history. Join Rokeby for
a virtual presentation by researcher
Cynthia Evans on Tuesday, March
11, 6-7 p.m., to learn more about
the scope of this project, the
objectives, and methodology used
in researching this history. The
event is at no cost and to register
visit www.rokeby.org.

The final installment of
Rokeby Museum’s Winter Book
Discussions will take place on
Tuesday March 18, at 6 p.m. Up
for discussion is “Sleeping with
the Ancestors” authored by Joseph
McGill, Jr. and Herb Frazier.
Registration in advance is required,
so visit www.rokeby.org for more
information.

Join Rokeby in meeting the
young ladies of eighteenth-century
Vermont who tell us of their stories
in the samplers they stitched. Ellen
Thompson, Project Manager for
the Vermont Sampler Initiative,
will present on these young
women, their place in history, their
education, and how they expressed
themselves in their embroidery.
This virtual event will take place on
Tuesday, March 25, at 3 p.m. For
registration, visit www.rokeby.org.

The Friends of the Union
Meeting Hall in Ferrisburgh will
present a special screening of Jay
Craven’s award-winning 1997 film,
“A Stranger in the Kingdom” at 7
p.m., on Saturday, March 8, at the
Ferrisburgh Town Hall. Director
Craven will introduce the film
and lead a post-screen discussion.
“A Stranger in the Kingdom”

tells the story of a small Vermont
town whose veneer of peace and
tranquility is shattered when a black
minister arrives as the town’s new
pastor and finds himself charged
with adultery and the murder of
a French-Canadian waif passing
through town. The film and the
novel by Howard Frank Mosher
were inspired by the true events
surrounding the infamous 1968
“Irasburg Affair.”

Ferrisburgh  Union = Meeting
Hall’s storytelling session, “My
Dentist’s Son” will hold its next
session on Sunday, March 23, at 3
p-m., at the Ferrisburgh Town Hall
and Community Center. The group
will explore the joyous moments
that appear in our lives with
supportive reflections by those who
attend. For more information, visit
www.mydentistsson.com.

On Sunday, March 9, the
Ferrisburgh  Historical ~ Society
will host local legend Douglas
Brooks, who will present about the
traditions of small boat building in
our state. The bulk of our state’s
historic  boatbuilding traditions
involves Vermonters building their
own boats, whether for pleasure
or commercial use. The historical
record illuminating this subject
resides today mostly in family
stories and photo collections. In this
slide presentation, Brooks shares
his research on these traditions
and his work in recreating some
of these historic vessels. The event
will be at 2 p.m. at the Ferrisburgh
Town Hall and Community Center
on Route 7.

On Saturday, March 8, from
10 am.-2 p.m., Bixby Library,
will host a session on emergency
preparedness with the Vermont
Health Department and Vermont’s
Medical Reserve Corps. Experts
will be on hand to guide Vermonters
through VIT-ALERT and the CARE
Registry — two vital tools that
can help keep us informed and
safe in case of an emergency.
VT-ALERT is used by the state
and local responders to notify the
public of emergency situations.
The Citizens Assistance Registry
for Emergencies (CARE) program
was created to help emergency
responders identify  Vermonters
who might need additional
assistance in case of a wide-scale
emergency event such as ice
storms, floods, fires, and major
traffic accidents that can cause

power outages, isolate individuals,
or prompt the need for evacuation.
Learn how to sign up and make sure
you — and those you care about —
are prepared. More information at
www.bixby.org.

Bixby Library and the Otter
Creek Audubon Society continue to
host the Cabin Fever Lecture series
with a presentation on “Birding
Scotland’s  Great Glen Way”
on Thursday, March 20 at 5:30
p.m. Local birding expert Mike
Winslow will talk about his travels
to Scotland and the challenges
of spotting and identifying Reed
Warblers. For more information on
this event which is offered both in-
person or virtual, visit www.Bixby.
org.

Lake  Champlain  Maritime
Museum is accepting registrations
for summer camps and expeditions.
Day camps are available for
children ages 7-14 and there are
openings for the teen expeditions
and kayak building. These camps
offer rowing, fishing, history and
archeology, boat building and many
more experiences for children
and youth. Some of the camps are
already filling up so visit www.
lemm.org to register.

Note: We are always interested in
including a variety of Ferrisburgh-
related event announcements in
this column, so if you have events
that would be of interest, contact
Sally Kerschner at smwkersch@
comcast.net. You are also able to
access these columns and other
information — about  Ferrisburgh
news and events by viewing the
Ferrisburgh Town Website at www.

ferrisburghvt.org.

260 Court St, STE 3
Middlebury, VT
(802) 458-8060

211 Main Street
Vergennes, VT
(802) 877-6312

By ANDY KIRKALDY

SOUTH DUXBURY — No.3
Harwood rallied in the second half
on Saturday to defeat visiting No. 6
Middlebury, 57-50, in a Division 11
boys’ basketball quarterfinal.

The 19-3 Highlanders won their
12th straight game in advancing to
the D-II semifinal in Barre, while
the 13-8 Tigers saw their 10-game
winning streak snapped and their
successful season end.

The Tigers took a 26-22 halftime
lead, but the Highlanders took
charge by outscoring them by 19-9
in the third quarter and held their
lead in the fourth. It was Harwood’s
first quarterfinal victory in 13
years. Tucker Buffum led Harwood
with 14 points, and Steele Nelson
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Tiger boys’ hoop season ends gcorehoard

recorded a double-double with 11
points and 11 rebounds.

Cooke Riney had a big game for
the Tigers with 22 points.

The game marked the last for
eight Tiger seniors: Cooper Quinn,
Tucker Morter, Kyle Stearns, Cam
Whitlock, Tassilo Luksch, Keenan
Chicoine, Colton Odell and George
Devlin. Stearns, Whitlock and
Devlin are captains.

CORRECTION: Our Feb. 27
story on the Tigers’ first-round
playoff victory incorrectly stated it
was Coach Chris Altemose’s first
postseason win. Altemose’s teams
have won four first-round and
two play-in games. The reporter
apologizes for the error.

Otter boys heading to Barre

BRANDON — The No. 4 Otter
Valley boys’ basketball team on
Friday rallied in the second half to
defeat rival No. 5 Fair Haven, 51-
46, and book a date on Wednesday
evening in a Division I semifinal.

In a game scheduled after the
deadline for this print edition of the
Independent, the 17-4 Otters were
set to take on No. 1 Montpelier
(21-1), the four-time defending D-II
champion. That game was a rematch
of a 2024 semifinal in which the
Otters bolted to a double-digit first-
half lead, only to see the Solons roar
back to claim the victory.

This past Friday’s win over Fair
Haven was the Otters’ first over the
Slaters since defeating them twice
in the 2019 regular season. But Fair
Haven then knocked them out of
the playoffs. This time, the Slaters
swept two regular season meetings,

but the Otters broomed them out of
the postseason.

But it wasn’t easy. The Slaters hit
nine first-half three pointers and led
by 12 points at halftime.

The Otters responded right out of
the break with a 15-1 run that gave
them the lead. Logan Letourneau
scored nine points in the surge, and
Lucas Politano and Brady Lathrop
sank three-pointers.

The Otters maintained that
resulting two-point lead through the
end of the third quarter. The Slaters
tied the game more than once in the
fourth, but never regained the lead as
the Otters answered the challenge.

Letourneau’s 21 points paced the
Otters. Lathrop scored 12 points,
and Connor Denis added nine.

Jack Almeida and Phil Bean each
scored 11 points for the 16-6 Slaters,
and Sam Kyhill scored nine.

MUHS boys” hockey bows out

MIDDLEBURY The
Middlebury Union High School
boys’ hockey season came to an
end on Friday, when visiting No.
9 Colchester pulled away late for
a 5-1 victory over the No. 8 Tigers
in a first-round Division II playoff
game. The result left both teams
with 4-16-1 records.

Colchester scored three times in
the third period to break the game
open as the Lakers avenged a 6-2
regular season loss to the Tigers at
the Memorial Sports Center. Lakers
Colton Lefebvre (two assists) and
Gunnar Navari scored two goals
apiece, and Jackson O’Dell also
found the back of the net. Laker
goalie Torren Burt made 21 saves.

Asa Root Pratt scored for the
Tigers, with an assist from Adrien

Malhotra, Tiger goalie TJ Baron
made 25 saves.

The Tigers had ended their regular
secason on a high note two days
earlier: They defeated visiting D-I
Burr & Burton, 7-4. The Bulldogs
entered the playoffs at 6-12-2.

In that game, Tyler Munson
led the Tigers with two goals, and
Malhotra finished with a goal and
an assist. Adding a goal apiece were
Joe Sullivan, Root Pratt, Logan
McNulty and Ethan Mulcahy.
Sutton Rubright and Quinn Collins
each assisted two goals, and Gabriel
Quesnel set up one. Luke Brownlee
led the Bulldogs with three goals.

The young MUHS team will
graduate only two seniors, Quinn
Collins and Caleb Foster.

MIDDLEBURY — As climate
continues to change, it is likely
Vermont summers to be hotter
and drier. Quickly falling rain
can cause damaging runoff rather
than slowly soaking into the soil.

Gardeners offer climate change workshop

ways to prepare for droughts.
Salantino’s talk will provide
water-wise  ideas, practices,
and perennial varieties to keep
gardens gorgeous under drier
conditions. The talk begins at 1

(Continued from Page 1B)
Boys’ Hockey

2/26 MUHS vs Burr & Burton............... 7-4
D-ll Playoffs
2/28 #9 Colchester vs #8 MUHS.......... 5-2
Girls’ Hockey
2/26 Essex vs MUHS ...........cccoeveveeee 4-0
D-Il Playoffs
3/4 #3 MUHS vs #6 Stowe.................. 5-1
COLLEGE SPORTS
Women'’s Hockey
NESCAC Playoffs
3/1 #2 Midd vs #7 Williams ........ 2-1(0T)
Men’s Hockey
NESCAC Playoffs
3/1 #7 Midd vs #2 Trinity ..........ccooenee. 1-0
Women'’s Lacrosse
3/1 Midd vs Amherst...........cccccvueneeee. 15-6
3/4 Midd vs Babson..........cccccovveeunne. 16-7
Men’s Lacrosse
3/1 Amherst vs Midd............cccceveneeee. 16-7
3/5 Midd at RPI
Baseball
3/1 Emory vs Midd .........ccoocriinines 19-5
3/1 Emory vs Midd ..o 12-2
3/2 Emory vs Midd ........ccoevviieiine, 5-3
3/4 Midd vs Colby Sawyer................... 9-3
HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Basketball
D-ll
3/6 #14 OV at #3 Lamaille............... 7PM

3/7 TBD at #4 Mt. Abe

D-lll
3/8 Quarterfinals..........ccccoveveeeverennee. TBD
3/13 Semifinal in Barre............cc...... TBD
315 Final in Barre.........coeveveevvvnenne, TBD
Boys’ Basketball

D-Il Playoffs
3/8 Final in Barre.......c.ccccccevevvvevecnnee. TBD

Girls’ Hockey
3/7 #3 MUHS at #2 Missisquoi......... 7PM
3/7 #4 Hartford at #1 BBA................ 7PM
3/9 Final at UVM ......ccovvvvverciinean, 3PM

COLLEGE SPORTS

Women'’s Hockey
NESCAC Final Four at Amherst
3/8 #2 Midd vs #3 Colby............. 4:30 PM
3/8 #1 Amherst vs #5 Hamilton ....... 1PM

3I9FINGl oo 2 PM
Men’s Hockey
NESCAC Final Four at Hamilton
3/8 #7 Midd vs #1 Hamilton............. 1PM
3/8 #5 Tufts vs #3 Colby............. 4:30 PM
BI9FINal o 2 PM
Women'’s Lacrosse

3/8 Midd at Bowdoin............c........... Noon
3/11 Midd at RPI.........
3/15 Bates at Midd

Men’s Lacrosse
3/8 Bowdoin at Midd..............ccoune. 1PM
3/11 Union at Midd .......oovvvieecreinnee 4 PM
3/15 Midd at Bates..........ccccocvveuennnee 1PM

Baseball

3/8 Midd at Rutgers/Newark............ Noon
3/9 Midd at Stevens (2)
3/13 Lyndon at Midd..........ccccrevrevnne.

3/16 Midd at Cal Lutheran.......... (2)2PM
3/16 Midd at Cal Lutheran................ 6 PM
Softball

3/8 Castleton at Midd
3/8 Clarkson at Midd
3/9 Clarkson at Midd
3/9 Castleton at Midd
Games in Clermont, Fla.*

I Phone Number
]

Email Address

PRINT + DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION

NAME, EMAIL & CREDIT CARD INFO REQUIRED.
We will never share your information, we promise.

On Tuesday, March 11,join Sarah  p.m. at the Residence at Otter 3/15 Midd vs S. Maingi """""""""" 9AM
Salantino of Full Circle Gardens  Creek in Middlebury, 350 Lodge 3/15 Midd vs Mo.ntclalz """""" 1:15AM
in Essex for a Middlebury Road. It is free and open to the 3/16 Midd vs Chpago* """"""""""" 9AM
Garden Club program to explore  public. 3/16 Midd vs Endicott”............. 11:30 AM
B S o -4 =
SKIP THEIMANUALRENEWALPROCESS
&SIGN UPTOIAUNO:RENEW:
Questions?
CALL SEAN TODAY!
/- - T TS TETE T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T TSI T T T T T T T T T T T E T E T \
: Subscriber Name Card #
: Mailing Address cev Exp. Date

1
1
1
1
: PICK A PAYMENT SCHEDULE THAT WORKS FOR YOU!
1
1
1

THANK YOU!
ADDISON COUNTY
(oMot ) (g seNior | | (D YEARY (O SENIOR | INGEPENDENT

1
I
1
I
I
I
1
Credit card info is encrypted and destroyed after the first payment. §
I
1
I
I
I
1
|

Prefer to send a check or cash? That's great, too! Simply mail your payment
with this renewal form to us at 58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753.
You can also subscribe online at: addisonindependent.com/subscribe




PAGE 6B — Addison Independent, Thursday, March 6, 2025

Have a news tip? Call Dawn
Mikkelsen at 453-7029

Lincoln

- NEWS .
LINCOLN — The library’s community grant.
community room display for While you’re at the library, check

March is “Lincoln’s Lincoln: A
Revolutionary Hero and the Sword
that Made America” by Lucinda
Cockrell. The exhibit, by the Lincoln
Historical Society, will highlight the
1780 charter of Lincoln, Vt., and
how the town came to be named for
Revolutionary War Major General
Benjamin Lincoln. Visitors to the
exhibit will witness the scope of
American independence through
one of George Washington’s
most trusted commanders, from
the events leading up to the
Revolutionary War through the
Battles of Bennington, Saratoga,
Charleston, and Yorktown.

The exhibit is part of the
commemoration of the 250th
anniversary of the signing of the
Declaration  of  Independence
promoted by Vermont’s 250th
Anniversary  Commission  and
funded by a Vermont 250th

out the display case where Mike
Dever’s turned bowls and vases are
available for viewing this month.

There will be an author talk with
Ellie Bryant on Friday, March 14,
at 4 p.m. at the library. Ellie will
talk about her book “Willie, Rum
Running Queen,” the true tale of
notorious prohibition bootlegger
Willie Carter Sharpe. During
prohibition she rises from poverty
to the heights of fame and fortune in
the moonshine business. In spite of
her high-speed truck driving, the law
catches up to her and she is brought
to testify in the Great Moonshine
Conspiracy Trial of 1934.

Ellie will also share the story of
how she came to write this book
and give ideas to help you start your
own story.

Until next time ... If Not Now,
When? No One But Ourselves Can
Free Our Minds.

info@addisoncountypcc.org « addisoncountypcc.org

* Community Playgroups

* Parent Education Classes

* Home Visits

* Pregnancy Prevention Programs
* Parent Training & Child Center

Helping Young Families
Get The Right Start

388-3171

MIDDLEBURY LIONS CLUB

CASH CALENDAR WINNERS
January & February 2025

Katie & Chuck Welch, Craig Dupoise, Debe Fitzpatrick, Harry Curth,

o

@)

Michael, Martin, & Joyce Middleton, Robert Cook, Brandi Leno, Stacy
Hotte, Christine Pouliot, Hudson Tilford, Aaron Todd, Skip Patterson,
Kayla Stickelman, David LaRose, Dan James, Amanda Freeman,
Kevin Irish, Michael Booska, Jeremy W. Rathbun, David Kent, Jason
Covey, Frank & Vicki Loven, Curtis Esden, Tessy Ryan, James
Lawrence, Shane McGrath, Jack Tynan, Debbie Bashaw, Marc Tabah,
John Maclntyre, Angie Coyne, Heidi Huestis, Jerry & Yvette Wright,
Kevin Newton, Joe & Heather Quesnel, Barry White, Jill Fraga, Patrick
Denton, Samantha Turner, Marc Tabah, Diane Shortsleeve, TImothy
Fules, Diane Shortsleeve, Kristen Leavstrom, Jenn Morin, Lisa Denton,
Lori Counter, Katie Shimel, Jamie Lathrop, Hudson Tilford, Tom Ball,
Jeffery Mayo, Reese Wisners, Dalton Wilkey, Tammy Nadeau, David
Broughton, Robert Rivet, Dave & Nancy Goddette, Chantal Bowen

Check winning amounts at MiddleburyLions.org!

Reader Comments

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Middlebury writes:

“Thank you for all your hard work to keep independent
journalism alive. Our community is enriched
by your coverage and all you provide.”

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

ADDISON COUNTY

INDEPENDENT

THURSDAY

Twist O’ Wool Guild meeting in

Middlebury. Thursday, March 6, 7 p.m.,

American Legion, 49 Wilson Rd. Come

and show off your projects and learn a new skill.
All are welcome.

Grassland birds of Vermont in Ferrisburgh.

Thursday, March 6, 7 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town
Office, 3279 Route 7. Join the Ferrisburgh
Conservation Commission for a talk by Vermont
Center for Ecostudies’ Grassland Bird Biologist
Kevin Tolan, who will discuss the past, present,
and future of grassland bird habitats.

Pollinator Pathways talk in Monkton. Thursday,

March 6, 7-8:30 p.m., Russell Memorial Library,
92 Monkton Ridge. Learn about Monkton’s
Pollinator Pathways when expert gardeners
Debra Sprague, Stephanie Hyatt and Julie
Parker-Dickerson explain what the pathway
is and how to increase pollination in your
own backyard, along with plant selection and
maintenance.

FRIDAY

Lenten fish dinner in Vergennes.

Friday, March 7, 5-6:30 p.m., St.

Peter’s Parish Hall, South Maple Street.

This Knights of Columbus event will include a

menu of beer battered haddock, zesty wedges,

coleslaw, mixed vegetables, roll & butter,

chocolate chip brownie. $13 adults $7 children

6-12 (cash or checks). For take-out reservations

call 802-877-3352 (Parish Hall) and leave a

message with your name, phone number and

number of dinners, and please speak slowly.
This dinner repeats March 21, and April 4.

SATURDAY

Emergency preparedness
presentation in Vergennes.

Saturday, March 8, 10 a.m-2 p.m.,

Bixby Library, 258 Main St. Experts will be

on hand to guide Vermonters through VT-ALERT
and the CARE Registry — two vital tools that can
help keep us informed and safe in case of an
emergency. More information at www.bixby.org.

Legislative luncheon in Middlebury. Saturday,

March 8, 10:30 a.m., Middlebury American
Legion, 49 Wilson Rd. Join Addison County
Farm Bureau for a meal with your neighbors,
a chance to connect with your local legislators,
and an opportunity to learn more about the
ongoing topics in Montpelier. Invited guest Anson
Tebbetts, Vermont Secretary of Agriculture, Food
and Markets. Make a donation for lunch at noon;
RSVP to Bill Scott at wjscottjr@comcast.net so
they can get a headcount for food.

Town-wide chili fest and sugar on snow party

in Starksboro. Saturday, March 8, 11 a.m.-2
p.m., Starksboro Meeting House and Robinson
Elementary School, Route 116. Celebrate
Starksboro with chili and sugar on snow, and
bring your photos for Starksboro Historical
Society’s Community Photo Scanning Day
Games and toys kit on loan from Middlebury’s
Sheldon Museum. Have fun with parlor games
played by 18th and 19th century children with
rings, graces, hoops, marbles and other games.
Parking is in the school lot off Parsonage Road.

A bee-breeder’s perspective

KIRK WEBSTER OF Champlain Valley Bees and Queens will discuss why Addison County
is an ideal location for pollinators yet is constantly changing due to increased pressure on
the landscape in his presentation, “Beekeeping in Addison County, Yesterday and Today,”
Wednesday, March 12, at 7 p.m., at New Haven Town Hall, 78 North St.

National Women’s Day gathering/rally/march
in Middlebury. Saturday, March 8, noon-2 p.m.,
Middlebury Green. Share poems, personal
stories, words of wisdom, and music. We will exit
the green around 1:30 to march the downtown
loop then disperse. Bring your signs and your
voices. This is a standing/walking event and will
occur rain or shine. This event will be posted
on The Women’s March website as well as the
national Indivisible website.

Queer hangout in Middlebury. Saturday, March
8, 3-5 p.m., Juice Amour, Merchants Row. In this
time of uncertainty and division, we are looking
to foster a space where Vermont LGBTQ+ folks
can connect in a safe environment. Community
is vital during these times. Join us. All are
welcome, snacks and drinks available, activities
and games provided. Bring a friend. Eat, play
games and socialize at your own pace.

Corned beef and cabbage supper in Vergennes.
Saturday, March 8, 5-6 p.m., Vergennes United
Methodist Church, Main St., across from the
Opera House. Menu includes corned beef,
cabbage, carrots, potato, onion, roll and dessert.
$12. Takeout only. Preorder only at 802- 877-
3150 before 7 p.m. Thursday, March 6.

Bingo in Vergennes. Saturday, March 8, 5 p.m.,
St Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Doors
open at 5 p.m. and games start at 6 p.m. A family
friendly event. All cash prizes, 50/50 raffle.
Refreshments sold. Sponsored by the St. Peter’s
Historic Preservation Committee to benefit the
ongoing restoration efforts for the bell tower and
the church.

Willowell Boogie Benefit in Bristol. Saturday,
March 8, 6 p.m., Holley Hall, 1 South St. The
Willowell Foundation’s annual benefit dance
and silent auction features a cash bar, and the
Almendros, a popular Addison County band
whose infectious repertoire ranges from rock,
country and blues to reggae, ska, calypso and
African styles. Tickets are $10 at the door,
children free. Proceeds support the Willowell's
scholarship fund, which helps children access
local nature-based programming and education.

SUNDAY

Breakfast buffet in Vergennes.

Sunday, March 9, 8-10 a.m., St.

Peter’'s Parish Hall. Omelets to order,

scrambled eggs, French toast, bacon, sausage,

fruit, plain and blueberry pancakes, maple syrup,

sausage gravy on biscuits, corn bread, home

fries, mini muffins, juice, milk, and coffee. $13

adults. $8 children 8 to 12 years. No cap/cost on

families. Sponsor: Vergennes Council Knights of
Columbus.

Douglas Brooks, boatbuilder in Ferrisburgh.
Monday, March 9, 2 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town Hall,
3279 Route 7. While stories of Vermont naval
history and commercial shipping have been well
documented, the traditions of small boat building
from throughout our state have remained untold.
The bulk of our historic boat building traditions
involves Vermonters building their own boats,
whether for pleasure or commercial use.
The historical record illuminating this subject
resides today mostly in family stories and photo

Photo courtesy of Marianne Eaton

Meet Your Neighbors

collections. In this slide presentation, Douglas
Brooks shares his research on these traditions,
and his work in recreating some of these historic
vessels.

in East Middlebury.
Sunday, March 9, 2-4 p.m., Sarah Partridge
Community House, East Main St. Join the East
Middlebury Historical Society for punch and
cookies and an opportunity to chat with your
neighbors.

TUESDAY

“Gardening with Climate Change”
in Middlebury. Tuesday, March 11,
1 p.m., the Residence at Otter Creek,
50 Lodge Rd. As our climate continues to
change, we expect our summers to be hotter and
drier. Quickly falling rain can cause damaging
runoff rather than slowly soaking into the soil.
Join Sarah Salantino of Full Circle Gardens in
Essex for this Middlebury Garden Club program
to explore ways we can prepare for droughts.
Her talk will give you water-wise ideas, practices,
and perennial varieties to keep your gardens
gorgeous under drier conditions. Free and open
to the public.

Resist, Renew, Explore: How to Think About

Human Writing and Learning in the Age of Al
in Middlebury. Tuesday, March 11, 4:30 p.m.,
Dana Auditorium, 356 College St. Author and
writing teacher John Warner will explore the
differences between “syntax generation” and
writing; the experience of thinking, feeling, and
communicating and provide a framework that
moves beyond policing student behavior in order
to privilege student engagement and increase
educational rigor. This event is hosted at
Middlebury College and open to the public. RSVP
at https://forms.gle/tC3dx1vVSNXkmmbJ9.

“10 Million Names Project” virtual presentation.

Tuesday, March 11, 6-7 p.m., Zoom. Rokeby
Museum is supporting the recently launched 10
Million Names Project by American Ancestors
and its partners. The project works to connect the
family stories of the descendants of the 10 million
men, women and children of African descent who
were enslaved in the U.S. prior to emancipation
and to restore their names to history. Join Rokeby
for a virtual presentation by researcher Cynthia
Evans on to learn more about the scope of this
project, the objectives, and methodology used in
researching this history. Free. Register at www.
rokeby.org.

WEDNESDAY

an ideal location for pollinators yet is constantly
changing due to increased pressure on the
landscape. Webster raises bees and queen bees
to sell. With the loss of colonies due to mites
and pesticides, he is breeding hardier stock to
combat both these problems.

FRIDAY

Lenten fish fry in Bristol. Friday,

March 14, 5-7 p.m., St. Ambrose

Parish, 11 School St. Menu includes all-

you-can-eat fried or baked haddock, French

fries, cole slaw, dinner roll, beverage and dessert.

Adults $17/children 9 and under $9/immediate
family of 5 $50. More info call 802-453-2488.

Pi Day in Shoreham. Friday, March 14, 5-7 p.m.,

Shoreham Congregational Church, School Rd.
Celebrate the arrival of spring by coming to Pi
Day. You can buy a slice of pie for $4, or add
a scoop of ice cream for another $1. Beverages
(coffee, tea, cocoa, or water) are free. There will
also be a special raffle for a pie a month for 6
months. Raffle tickets are $5 each or 3 tickets for
$10. The winner will be drawn that evening, but
you do not need to be present to win.

SATURDAY

American Legion birthday party in

Vergennes. Saturday, March 15, 7-10

p.m., American Legion Post 14, Armory

Ln. DJ Jam Man will spin the tunes in honor

of the American Legion’s 106th Birthday and St.

Patrick’s Day! Cash bar, light snacks, Open to
the public. Admission by donation.

SUNDAY

“Four Hebrew Prophets: Amos”

lecture in Middlebury. Sunday,

March 16, noon, St. Stephen’s Church,

3 Main St. In the first lecture in a four-part

series on four biblical books, Shalom Goldman,

Professor of Religion at Middlebury College,

will explore the historical and cultural context of

these Old Testament figures and delve into the

timeless relevance of their messages. Free and

open to the public. Come early for refreshments.
Series continues March 23.

“Beekeeping in Addison County,
Yesterday and Today” in New

Haven. Wednesday, March 12, 7 p.m.,

New Haven Town Hall, 78 North St. The
latest talks in the New Haven Armchair Naturalist
series. Kirk Webster of Champlain Valley Bees
and Queens will discuss why Addison County is

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR

CALENDAR
ONLINE

addisonindependent.com
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Mentzer named ‘Youth of the Year’

VERGENNES — The Boys &
Girls Club of Greater Vergennes
has selected Megan Mentzer, a
senior at Vergennes Union High
School, as the 2025 Club Youth
of the Year. Mentzer will compete
against other Vermont Boys and
Girls Clubs in April at the State
Level Youth of the Year event to be
held on April 10 in Montpelier.

Mentzer, who is currently
attending Castleton University
through the early college program,
is a dedicated student and musician.
She has an impressive schedule,
balancing college courses, music
performances, college auditions,
and an array of community service
projects. She spends time reading
to elementary students, working
with TREX recycling, mentoring
her peers, and actively engaging
with local civic organizations such
as the American Legion, Lions,
Rotary, and LEOS.

Since joining the Boys & Girls
Club in middle school, Mentzer
has embraced opportunities for
leadership and personal growth.
Her time at the Club helped her
build confidence, expand her social

ESI college announces their spring

MIDDLEBURY — For more
than 20 years, Elderly Services
has been offering an array of
community programs featuring
local experts, various Middlebury
College professors, authors and
others through the “ESI College”
series.

The spring, 2025 season opened
with a program that surveyed the
life of the musical genius, Cole

MEGAN MENTZER

circle, and develop skills that have
supported her passion for meeting
new people and sharing her love of
music.

Mentzer continues the legacy of
the Club’s founder, Sam Allo, who
believed in empowering young
people with the tools they need to
succeed. As Allo often said, “Give
them the tools and watch them
shine.”

Porter, led by Robert Wyatt on
Tuesday, March 4.

The next installment in the
series, “King Arthur and the
British Empire” will be held
Tuesday, March 11, at 10 a.m. and
will be presented by Paul Monod.

Other topics featured in the
spring series include programs on
the Vermont Pollinator Protection
Law, Vermont’s Rising Health

In a major fundraising effort to
help the organization continue to
serve youth in the Vergennes area,
The Boys & Girls Club of Greater
Vergennes has planned two major
events coming up in March —
Shamrock Shenanigans Online
Auction and a Bowling Event at
Sparetime Colchester.

The auction began March 1
and will continue until March 15.
People may bid online from the
organization’s website. A number.
Of local businesses and individuals
contributed to the auction. The
funds raised will help support the
Club’s programs, which provide a
safe and enriching environment for
local youth.

A bowling fundraiser will take
place on March 16 from 2:30-4:30
p.m., at Sparetime Colchester.
The friendly and competitive
event is an opportunity for the
community to come together
in support of the Boys & Girls
Club, and local businesses are
encouraged to become event
sponsors. Sponsoring a team is $30
per person, including shoes, lane
rental, pizza and a beverage.

2025 offerings

Care Costs, Vermont Folk Songs,
the Works of Alfred Hitchcock,
Political Conflict and the South
China Sea, the Fictional Works of
Fitzgerald, Heminway and Woolf
and the Economics of Climate
Change.

More detailed information on all
nine programs, including online
registration, can be found at the
Elderly Services website at www.

aooisoncounty  OChool Briefs

Paige Hescock of Shorecham and Patricia
McNerney of Monkton have been named to the dean’s
list at Hamilton College for the fall 2024 semester.

Hescock, a sophomore, is a graduate of Middlebury
Union High School. McNerney, also a sophomore, is a
graduate of Mount Abraham Union High School.

MIDDLEBURY — Grace Baptist
Church in Middlebury has recently
welcomed Jenning Boateng as its
interim pastor. Boateng will serve
and work with the Church leadership
as the congregation transitions from
the recent loss of their former Pastor,
Bob Henley who served the church
and the community more than 40
years.

Pastor Boateng currently serves as
the U.S. chair of the Men’s Ministry,
as a member of the National Finance
Committee, as a leadership member
of NIJ-Philadelphia Circuit and
Elder-Secretary of the Philadelphia
Assembly (all) of the Christ
Apostolic  Church International.
He is also Pastor of the Maranatha
Prayerline Ministry, a small
tele-conference prayer group of
devoted Christians dedicated to
expository studying and teaching of
the Bible, intercessory prayer, and
holy and righteous living in earnest
expectation of the Rapture.

Boateng also serves on the

administration  team  of  the
Counseling Service of Addition
County in Middlebury.

Boateng became  born-again

whilst a medical student in the
Ukraine. He has humbly shared the
word of God on the streets and trains,
and churches across the Ukraine,
Russia, Moldavia, Germany and

Addison Independent, Thursday, March 6, 2025 — PAGE 7B

Grace Baptist welcomes new pastor

PASTOR JENNING BOATENG, left, pictured here with his wife
Vivian, has taken the helm as interim pastor at Middlebury’s Grace

Baptist Church

Ghana, and is a founding member
of the Church of the Risen Christ in
Vinnitsa, Ukraine.

In addition to various Christian
and leadership training, Jenning
Boateng holds numerous degrees
including:

e Master of Science, Finance
(MSF) & Master of Business
Administration ~ (MBA)  from
Northeastern University, D’ Amore-
McKim School of Business, Boston,
MA

* Master

of Science (M.S.)

Photo courtesy of Mary Harris

Clinical Research Organization and
Management from Drexel University
School of Medicine, Philadelphia,
PA and

* Doctor of Medicine (M.D.)
from Vinnitsa National Medical
University, Vinnitsa, Ukraine.

Jenning lives with his wife, Vivian,
and their children in Vergennes,
Vermont. In his free time, he enjoys
spending time with his family, doing
house chores, camping and exploring
new cultures.

Chili, sugar on snow help celebrate Starksboro Day

STARKSBORO — Starksboro
historical ~ society is  giving
Starksboro residents the
opportunity to be local historians
when it holds a community photo
scanning day as part of the town’s
Chill and Sugar on Snow fest on
March 8.

Events will be held at both the
Starksboro Meeting House and
at Robinson Elementary School.
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Starksboro
farmers, businesses, homeowners,

hunters, gardeners, individuals,
students (young & old), and more
— are encouraged to take part in
Photo Scanning Day, which is
about collecting town history, the
story of Starksboro’s people, their
actions and decisions. Up to six
images of Starksboro’s past per
person can be scanned.

The Historical Society also
will have a games and toys kit on
loan from Middlebury’s Sheldon
Museum, including parlor games

played by 18th- and 19th-century
children with rings, graces, hoops,
marbles, as well as other games.

On hand will be a variety of
chilis made by local experts to
taste and vote on. The Starksboro
Village Meeting House will also be
offering traditional sugar on snow,
pickles, and homemade doughnuts.
Donations for the restoration
project welcome.

Parking is in the school lot off
Parsonage Road.

Screening of ‘Lost Nation’ to be held in New Haven

NEW HAVEN — Jay Craven’s
latest film, “Lost Nation” will be
screened Saturday, March 15, at 2
p.m. at New Haven Town Hall.

The film is a Revolutionary
War-era action drama set in the
early upstart Republic of Vermont.
It features Vermont founding

father and rebel schemer, Ethan
Allen, who leads resistance to New
Yorker land claims, launches an
ill-fated attack on British forces
in Montreal, and leads invasions
by his Green Mountain Boys into
Yorker strongholds of Guilford and
Brattleboro.

Craven will be on hand after the
film to talk about its creation and
answer questions. Free admission
is available at the door. Email
librarian@nhcl.org, call 802-453-
4015, stop in at the library, or visit
nhcl.org for more information.

STUDENTS{0EHEAWEEKSEROVIJAREATHIGHISCHOOLS
Mount Abraham Union High School

Sophie Batten

This week, Mount Abraham Union High School recognizes Sophie
Batten as our Student of the Week! Sophie resides in Bristol with her
parents and her dog Jack. She is an exceptional student whose dedication,
perseverance, and passion for learning and service make her an amazing

member of our school community.

Sophie has received honors each semester of high school. Her favorite
classes at Mt. Abraham include Astronomy and Sociology. She is grateful
for her science teacher Mrs. DeWitt because she has provided Sophie the
opportunity to be her unofficial DUO (Do Unto Others). She also wrote a
letter of recommendation for college to help Sophie pursue her goal of
attending Quinnipiac University for a bachelor’s in health sciences.

Beyond her academic achievements, Sophie volunteers weekly at
Porter Medical Center. She serves as a greeter, warmly welcoming
patients and visitors. Sophie also works part-time at Shaw’s as a cashier,
where she enjoys the constant flow of energy and movement around the
store. “I know everyone is just there to get groceries, but | like to really
mean it when | tell them to have a good day.” In her free time, she enjoys
spending time with friends, thrifting, going for drives, drawing and painting with watercolors.

When asked about the most important thing she has learned during high school and advice she would share with
current students, Sophie reflected that “it is the prioritization of mental health. It's not selfish to seek help, you are

important and loved!”

Sophie Batten
MAUHS

After spending her summer in Hamburg, Germany, Sophie plans to attend Quinnipiac University. She will major
in health sciences with the goal of attending graduate school to earn her license as a physician’s assistant. The Mt.
Abraham community wishes her all the best with her future endeavors.

CONGRATULATIONS
STUDENTS!

Telecommunications Sales & Service
Data Cabling « Fiber Optic Solutions
Security Surveillance Systems

John and Jim Fitzgerald
www.bts-vt.com  802-388-8999

@ |OHNSON LAW OFFICES

Congratulations!

Affordable & client-focused legal services
e Business Law ¢ Wills, Trusts and Estates
* Government Contracting © Elder Law
* Property and Tenancy Issues

802-489-5099 or
Brad@LawDCVT.com

28 North Street - Bristol Village

Otter Valley Union High School

Jordan Bertrand

Jordan Bertrand is Otter Valley Union High School's Student of the
Week. She lives with her parents and brother in Sudbury. Her sister attends
college in Pennsylvania as a zoo science major. She has two dogs, Duke
and Bretta, her favorite animals in the world.

Jordan attends Early College at Vermont State University-Castleton,
where she primarily takes music classes. Prof. Joshua Thompson has been
one of her influential teachers to date. He is funny, intelligent, and has a true
passion for conducting and teaching like no other, and she aspires to be like
him. There have been a select few teachers at OV that have become her
favorites, “so heck, yeah, to them,” she says. Jordan is a percussionist and
has attended the All-State Music Festival three times.

Jordan has been involved in Walking Stick Theatre throughout high
school, and serves as the troupe’s vice president. This year she played
Janis in “Mean Girls” and had the role of Patrick in Walking Stick’s 2023
production of “SpongeBob.” She wrote a musical called “Mildly Brunette”
that premieres at the One Acts in March. Jordan also plays in the VTSU
Castleton Wind Symphony under the direction of Professor Thompson and

has done so for four years. She is also involved with chorus, band, and jazz
band, and she received the Louis Armstrong Jazz Award from P. Robs last

year.

Jordan Bertrand
OVUHS

Outside of school Jordan teaches dance to children under 12 twice a week. She wishes to do more, but she is simply
too busy. She also volunteers when she can, such as wrapping presents for the Toy Project. She loves to read. She is
currently reading “A Clockwork Orange.” She also loves canoeing, especially whitewater, and enjoys frolicking in the

woods.

The most important experience she has had at school is realizing that there will always be someone better than you
or someone better treated than you. Sometimes, you are not the issue, it is the teacher/coach/director, etc. Her advice
to her peers is to enjoy life and make their own decisions. “Rather than worrying about grades, work or friends, just do

what makes you happy,” she says.

Jordan plans to attend college in the fall, though she is unsure of which one, or her major. Her main options are
between the arts and science. She also says it would be awesome if someone would just pay her to pet dogs all day.

Students of the Week from all area high schools are entered into a raffle
to win a $100 qift card to The Vermont Book Shop.
The winner will be chosen at the end of the school year.

Students of the Week are chosen by school teachers and administration.

Best of luck to all Addison County students!

If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Way to go,
Sophie and Jordan

64 Jackman Drive - Bristol
802.453.2381 « Jackmansinc.com

Keep up the great work,
Sophie and Jordan

802-877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Great work,
students!

57 Alta Wood, Brandon, VT 05733
802-247-9599

Congratulations,
Sophie and Jordan

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Cheers to the
Students of the Week!

Open Monday - Saturday 9am - 7pm
Sunday 9am-5pm
Redemption Closes 1 Hour Prior
21 Prince Lane, Bristol  453-3990
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auto body restoration computers firewood
auto repair construction flooring
‘ r ;; ‘ ‘ auto sales & leasing duct work & duct cleaning landscaping
carpentry/contractors handyman masonry
' cleaning services lawn care
A

cg‘;.';ﬁg'gfl{s PREMIUM BUSINESS SHOWCASE AD
Stand out from the competition when you upgrade your

HILLTOZLWELDING, B&S Directory ad with our Premium Business Showcase!
AUTO0BOOYARESTORATION Purchase a quarterly B&S ad package

and get one large, full-color ad for only $200!

Residential & Agricultural Construction
Old Home Renovations
Custom Homes ¢ Barns

Family owned & operated . e . . . . . .
Interior Painting * General Repairs Don’t miss this special opportunity to promote your busi-

Metalfabrications - AutoBody Realr - (ustom Restoration Call Jonathan Hescock ness. Contact your ad rep today to secure your premium
é\gnculturall Eepa!r (Ruﬁj[ Repslr - Wetding upplySles 2217 Rt. 74, Cornwall B&S package: christy@addisonindependent.com
PmeaTEpalr - CTEnEERr 802-462-3737 jennah@addisonindependent.com

We accept all major credit cards | We accept Insurance claims katyf@a ddisonin depen dent.com

Follow our projects on Facebook tomvs@addisonindependent.com
pendin
AUTO REPAIR
Hometown Service from
Your Hometown Dealers!
Factory-Trained Technicians Quaker Village
Servicing all makes CARPENTRY
and models . .
‘We have immediate
availability! Premium Business Showcase ads are 6 inches wide x 6 inches tall.
Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches, Regular openrateis $250+.
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs
6 Stone Motors Stone Maurice Plouffe = 802-545-2251 DUCT WORK " FLOORING |
36Boardmanst,  ChryslerDodge Jeep Ram 1736 Quaker Village Road | Weybridge, VT 05753
Middlebury 2149Rt7 o, Middlebury & DUCT CLEANING
(802) 388-6718 (802)388-9961
gstonemotors.com stonecdjr.com Specializing in
o Duct Cleaning
OQ m And Duct Work
° ° 0 for Heating, Ventilation
A::;i?:is Melissa’s Qual I!_g and Air Conditioning
s < We use 5,000+ cfm HEPA
Cleaning Servicers Vacuum Cearing Syt
Residential & Commercial We can design, fabricate, seal, insulate, clean,
anything to do with your ducted systems.
STUNE GHRVSLER DUDGE JEEP RAM GREAT RATES ¢ FULLY INSURED Buy Local! 802.989.0396
NEW AND USED CARS AND TRUCKS ;
6 o Reliable & Thorough Commercial/Residential « Owner Operated ¢ Fully Insured * Neat & Clean

Kelsey Treadway 9) 802 345-6257
Sales & Leasing Consultant F'REWQOD
DO YOU GLEAN HOUSES? Are you looking for green or

seasoned firewood?

Bus: 802-388-9961 Well we've got it all right here in Addison, VT! m

Fax: 802-388-6708 We cut, split, and deliver hardwood

We will take anything
in trade!

ktreadway@stonecdjr.com . . . b
www.stonecdjr.com firewood in 12-24 inch lengths. Creatlve
And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
2149 ROUTE 7 SOUTH | P.O. Box 748 hd hd
MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753-0748 Contact us today for a quote! Home Rep air Services

General Home Repairs

Small jobs welcome!

YOURADSHOULD Gevry Firewood LLC
CARPENTRY, “ gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com Decks and Stairways including
co "TR Ac-ro ‘s "ERE! or 802-349-0699 Deck Design
Interior Painting including

Blssonnette References ¢ Insured
FIREWOOD 09 s

Vermont grown & locally havvested ‘ Shoreham, VT
Jjohnforgit@gmail.com

The PC Medic of
Vermont now offers

Handling all phases of residential and both on-site and remote

light commercial carpentry since 1992 computer services for
Mark Raymond, Middlebury, VT your PC. LANDSCAPING
802-388-0742 Call today to see which
raymondrenovationvt.com type of appointment .
FULLY INSURED you need, and get your _ Offerlng yea r'round
PC running correctly 802.777.0031 | nickbfirewood.com .
again! property services
i i Kiln-dried and delivery available .
For an appointment , call The PC Medic of
Vermont at 802-734-6815 RECSIr(::EnI:tar' Iaarlld
www.pcmedicvt.com 0 erc
CHECK US OUT ONLINE AT *

SHRINGWIEE GG | aooisonmperenpent.com | | smalian
BEHERE{SOON! Clearing
m Brush Hogging

GETYOURISERING (802) 989-3617 | Silas Shepard
BUSINESSIADIINMODAY)

FINE DRY STONE MASONRY

JAMIE MASEFIELD

CERTIFIED BY THE DRY STONE WALLERS
ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BRITAIN

802-233-4670

jmasefield@gmavt.net

Over two decades experience!




Addison Independent, Thursday, March 6, 2025 — PAGE 9B

painting roofing taxes
pet sitting rubbish & recycling tree service

[
plumbing Sefale] veterinarians
property maintenance  snow removal window treatments
renewable energy surveying
b o1

TREE SERVICE
HESC“CK pAlNTlNG * Tree Removal

RENEWABLE ENERCY

Soak Up The Sun!

A frlen(lly, p1oltessu)na1 °* Tree Pruning

Free #  and affordable family business. Don’t spend your hard-earned money o
Fstimates Interi Painti g making the hot water or electricity that Storm Damage
prinl nterior Faintin you use today— Celebratin 40 Years (lean up
Reierences SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER! &

Environmental Consultants — Licensed Designers o Stump Grinding

v\ 462-37317 or 989-9107 1 D
Fully We’ve been here for you for 43 years — Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BV

Insured IE:CZZI{EZﬂ;iZﬁj:ifgz Let us help you with your solar projects today. Jerem?* Revell LD#611 BV - serving all of

+ Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting Addison County
+ On-Site Wastewater Design « Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
* Property Development & Permitting
+ State and Local Permitting

Over 30 Years Experience

+ Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment Fully Licensed and Insured
I]FIUP INVISITS FOR PET CARE Toll-Free: 800-477-4384 q ) i u
P E T OR HOUSE CHECKS WHILE YOU ARE AWAY! Go Green with us 802-453-4384 (all for a Free Estimate: 802-349-7459

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation . Sal'gentstl‘eeservice.com
Fax 802-453-5399 * Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
SERVICES 163 Revell Drive ¢ Lincoln, VT 05443
PET SERVICES Coverage within 10 miles of Weybridge.

Email Angela: littlepalspetservices@gmail.com

CHECK US OUT

ONLINE AT A
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM Mlchael Doran

ADVERTISE HERE
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

VETERINARIANS

Bringing Essential Veterinary Care

as seen at Addison County Field Days!

 Asphalt shingles Serving the dogs and cats
( \ « Slate of Addison County
: Call f intment:
Free estimates * Fully Insured advertising@addisonindependent.com 4 (gag;lgggcig;;;en
mpdoransr@gmai.com 802-388-4944 MeganSwaseyDVM@gmail.com

Phone (802) 537-3555

addisoncountyvet.com

Fmﬂmm SHORT SURVEYING, INc. Megan Swasey, DVM

Serving Addison County Since 1991 Mobile Veterinarian - Shoreham, VT

. Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Timothy C. Ryan, PE. @@BD“@B '|mo y ° ,
Property Line Surveys . Topogrlalphlcal Surveys
Serving the Champlain Valley FEMA Elevation Certiicates WINDOW TREATMENT
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT

Since 1887 802-388-3511

8775118 ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com
\ Main St., Vergennes, VT ) yingVT@g

Your local source for window treatments
from the nation’s most popular brands.
Free in-home consultations!

An“EnTI W@[DB e Serving all of Vermont!

ALTA Surveys ¢ Full Boundary Surveys and Plat

nscnp Commercial and Residential Subdivisions M-F: 8am-5pm

e Light Boundary Work and Boundary Line Staking Hours by appointment only
MIDDLEBURY [DSDIII m [D%E Easement Surveys  Elevation Certificates Visit our Facebook page °r|
John Fuller, Master Plumber LOMA Surveys ¢ Topographic surveys check us out on Instagram!

802-388-2019 (802) 782-9273 « Philo Surveying LLC + Charlotte, VT 802-989-1531| 3333 Case Street, Middlebury
Serving Addison County since 1989 Philosurveying.com - References available vermontwindowtreatments.com |3

JACR OF ALL TRADES"

CALL 802-388-4944
OR EMAIL ADVERTISING@
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM
TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS.

Advertise your husiness on these pages for under $10 per week.

Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Public Meetings

AL-ANON OFFERS HELP
and hope to anyone who
has been affected by a
loved one’s drinking. Mid-
dlebury hosts an online
meeting Sunday night
7:15pm and a face to face
one Wednesday at 1:30pm
at CVUUS (2 Duane Court
Middlebury near the high
school) that you can also
access by Zoom. Visit ver-
montalanonalateen.org for
links and list of other meet-
ings in the region. If you'd
like to speak to an Al-Anon
member, call our answering
service (866-972-5266) and
an Al-Anon member will call
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meetings
are available. For a list
of local virtual meetings
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.
For more information visit
https://aavt.org/ or call the
24 hour hotline at 802-802-
AAVT (2288).

Public Meetings

OVEREATERS ANONY-
MOUS is a 12 step pro-
gram offering recovery
from compulsive eating
and food behaviors. For
meeting times and gen-
eral information please visit
www.oavermont.org or call
(802)863.2655.

THE TURNING POINT
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is open for in-person
services, Monday through
Friday, 10am-4pm, 79
Court St, Middlebury. We
are available by phone 24/7
at 802-388-4249.

VERMONT SUPPORT
LINE Are you struggling
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness,
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to
face it alone. Talk with a
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going
through today by calling or
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont
Support Line available 24/7
at (833) VT - TALKS.

802-388-4944

Community Impact Funding Volunteers

FO

Size:
Resolution:
Panel Type:

| Connectivity:

INCLUDES ADAPTER TO USB-C!

APPLE

2 HIGH QUALITY

Public Meetings

VERGENNES FREE
THINKERS Founded in
1935 on the principle of
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety,
A.A. is an effective and
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed
countless lives. A.A. has
always been committed to
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone,
anywhere, who reaches
out for help with an alcohol
problem. The Vergennes
Free Thinkers meeting was
created in January of this
year to maintain a tradition
of free expression, conduct
a meeting where alcoholics
may feel free to express
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to
share their own personal
form of spiritual experience,
their search for it, and/or
their rejection of it, without
having to accept anyone
else’s beliefs or having to
deny their own. Meetings
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and
inclusion without judgment
or exception. If you think
we can help, please join
us on Thursdays at 6pm

LE

Apple 27 inches
2560 x 1440 pixels
LED-Backlit Monitor
Thunderbolt 2
(repaired cable)

elsie@addisonindependent.com

Help Wanted

by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com
for Zoom and in-person
meeting information.

Services

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS
new construction, drywall,
carpentry, painting, flooring,
roofing, pressure washing,
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial.
Fully insured. Great rates.
Reliable and thorough
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

$400 each

United Way of Addison County is looking for Community Impact
Funding Volunteers. Our team of volunteer reviewers are responsible for
reading Letters of Interest, conducting relevant topical or organizational

research, preparing for, conducting, and scoring site visits and making
allocation recommendations to UWAC’s Board of Directors.
Our team of volunteers meet at the end of March.

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

Free

DIGITAL ACCESS View
obituaries, calendar listings
and classifieds online at
addisonindependent.com.
Don’t miss out on events,
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free
digital listings. Looking
to read more? Become a
subscriber!

Garage Sales

NEW HAVEN CONGRE-
GATIONAL at 91 Town
Hill Rd in New Haven is
having a rummage/bake
sale on March 15th from
8am to noon.

Opportunities

WOODWORKING/FURNI-
TURE MAKING CLASSES
in Waltham with furniture
maker Timothy Clark. For
more information- go to
https://www.timothyclark.
com/classeshome.html or
Call or Text (802) 989-3204

Help Wanted

Production Team
Members

Vermont Soap is looking for attentive,
reliable and responsible people to work
in our production department.

This position requires basic computer
skills, attention to detail, the ability to
sit or stand for long periods of time and
the ability to lift up to 50lbs. Must be
a team player and also able to work

independently.

This is a full time position (Mon-Fri
7-3:30) with paid vacation time, paid
holidays, 401k with employer match,

and morel

Please send cover letter and resume to
nichole@vermontsoap.com.

More Help Wanted
ads can be found
on Page 11B.

Opportunities

Opportunities

To learn more about being a CIF volunteer
reviewer, please reach out to Amy Hoekstra
at amyh@unitedwayaddisoncounty.org.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted ‘ Help Wanted

(7 MIDDLEBURY UNION N
HIGH SCHOOL Water Plant O t
ater rian eratoy
COACHING POSITIONS . o P .
Tri-Town Water District provides and
|\/||dd|ebury Union ngh School maintains the drinking water system for the

towns of Addison, Bridport, and Shoreham.
We currently have a full-time Plant Operator
position available. Candidates for this
position should have basic plumbing and
electrical skills. You must also be proficient

is seeking coaches for the following;

* Asst. Varsity Softball Coach

o JV Baseball Coach in high school math and have basic computer
skills. This position also performs general
* Softhall Coach maintenance of buildings and property.

Employment does require sharing on-call
duties and that you have a valid Drivers’
License. VT State Water Operator License -
Class 4C needs to be obtained within 3 years.

Applicants must possess a strong
knowledge of coaching principles with
previous coaching experience preferred.
Must possess strong organizational
skills and the ability to communicate
and relate to student-athletes.
Interested parties should send a letter
of interest, resume, and three current
letters of reference to:

Competitive wages and benefits package
including Vermont Municipal Employees’
Retirement, medical and paid time off;
starting pay based on experience
up to $25 per hour.

Send resume to:
Darwin Pratt
Tri-Town Water District No. 1
P.O. Box 85
Bridport, VT 05734

or email: tritownwater@gmavt.net
M e S S S e S e e e e

Sean Farrell/Athletic Director
Middlebury Union Middle School
73 Charles Avenue, Middlebury, VT 05753

Applications will be accepted until the

| J

Join the Parent/Child Center Team
EARLY INTERVENTIONIST

We are seeking an Early Interventionist to work with young
families as an outreach worker on our highly skilled, creative and
energetic team.

You will work in coordination with parents in the home, community,
and in our program in Middlebury in order to ensure that children
are growing healthy and strong.

Candidates must have a solid understanding of child development,
early intervention Part C, family systems, communication skills and
flexibility. A minimum of a Bachelor’s degree in a related field is
required.

Please contact Donna Bailey dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org

7 )

Manager in Training

Full Time

Maplefields Addison County
Position Based in Middlebury

Position Description
The primary role of the Assistant Manager/Manager in
Training is to develop and demonstrate the skills necessary to
successfully oversee operation of a Maplefields Store in the
absence of a manager. This individual is also to assist the Store
Manager in the day-to-day activities associated with the store
and the development and training of store sales associates,
while ensuring that company standards are met at all times. The
goal of this position is to be ready to step into a Store Manager

role or another leadership role.

For additional benefits
and further job description apply to:
Maplefields.com/employment

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consecutive issues runs the 4th time for free!

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m.

e 25¢ per word ® minimum $2.50 per ad

 $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues ® minimum 2 insertions

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753
802-388-4944

addisonindependent.com ¢ email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...
* Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted
[ ]Notices [ JWork Wanted [ ] Att. Farmers
[ ]Card of Thanks [ JHelp Wanted ["] Motorcycles
[ ]Personals [ ]For Sale [ ] Cars
[]Services [ 1Public Meetings** [ ] Trucks
[ ]Free** [ JFor Rent []SUVs ;
[JLost ‘N Found** [JWant to Rent ] Snowmobiles Elur:ber of words:
[ JGarage Sales [ ]Wood Heat [] Boats _ o
The Independent assumes no financial # of runs:
[ ]Lawn & Garden [ |Real Estate [ ] Wanted responﬁibili}y ;orderrorsh inh aﬁs, but will spotlight Charge:
. . ifi i ich t - .
[_|Opportunities [ ]Animals [] Real Estate Wanted Eﬁrrggdc ilsél rlgfu?\ds":/v\inlll Lce po(sasi(ak:{gr:g— Internet Listing: $2.00
] Adopti . vertiser will please notify us of any errors g 0
option (| Vacation Rentals which may occur after first publication. TOTAL:
**no charge for these ads ~ Spotlight with large ‘/ $2
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CLASSIFIEDS

1000 SQUARE FEET OF
RETAIL available with
parking on Bakery Lane
in downtown Middlebury.
802-349-8544.

5,000 SQUARE FEET
available. Exchange Street,
Middlebury, VT. 802-349-
8544.

Help Wanted

ALL REAL ESTATE ad-
vertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968
as amended which makes
it illegal to advertise any
preference, limitation or
discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status,
national origin, sexual ori-
entation, or persons receiv-

Help Wanted

T LBODETTE LANDSCAPING
& EXCAVATING, INC,,

a 40 year old established business,
is seeking experienced, motivated,
self starters for landscape labor
& lawn maintenance positions.

Duties include spring clean up,
mowing, fall clean up, edging,
mulching and all aspects of
landscaping & excavating.

Valid driver’s license required.
Starting pay depending on experience
between $20.00-$22.50 per hour.
Shirts and sweatshirts provided.

Please call 802-236-7101 to apply.
Equal opportunity employer.

Come
build

with us!

Experienced Project
Foreman/Lead
Carpenter Wanted!

Are you an experienced Project Foreman/
Lead Carpenter in the Addison-Chittenden
County (VT) area and looking for a new
opportunity to showcase your skills?

Our leading construction company is seeking
a talented foreman to join our dynamic team.
With a reputation for excellence and
a commitment to quality, we offer a
rewarding work environment where
your expertise will be valued.

We offer competitive pay and a
comprehensive benefits package.
Please send a resume and brief
cover letter outlining your experience
to admin@smithmcclain.com.

.. <

Water District

Superintendent
The Vergennes Panton Water District is
accepting applications for the position of
Superintendent of the
Water District.

The Superintendent position is an
administrative and technical position for
managing the operation and maintenance
of the district's water treatment. pumping,
transmission, distribution and storage
facilities. The position reports directly to the
District's Board of Commissioners. This is a
full-time salaried position.

Requirements for this position include a
Grade 4C Operating Certificate issued by the
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources Water
Supply Division, working knowledge of water
treatment and distribution system operation
and municipal administration. Possession of

avalid driver's license.

Salary is commensurate with experience with
an excellent benefits package.

To apply, please send a resume and
cover letter to:
Bruce Maclntire, Chairman of the
Board of Commissioners
PO Box 152
Vergennes, VT 05491

ing public assistance or an
intention to make any such
preference, limitation or
discrimination. This news-
paper will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertisement for
real estate which is in viola-
tion of the law. Our readers
are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this
newspaper are available
on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of dis-
crimination, call HUD Toll-
free at 1-800-424-8590.
For the Washington, DC
area please call HUD at
426-3500.

COMMERCIAL/OFFICE
SPACE - 3000 sq ft - Mid-
dlebury. Loading dock.
Tall ceilings. $2,500.00 p/
month. 802-558-6092.

FERRISBURGH: Spacious
rural home to share with
vibrant woman in her 70s
who enjoys yoga, book
groups, hiking. Seeking
housemate who enjoys
walks or occasional meals
together! $650 plus utili-
ties. Private bath. Must
be cat-friendly. 6 miles to
Vergennes. 802-863-5625
or HomeShareVermont.org
for application. Interview,
references, background
checks required. EHO

LAKE DUNMORE HOME
Private/Modern 1.5 BR
house, Lake Dunmore wa-
terfront, 12 miles to Middle-
bury College/Porter. $1450/
month, short term lease (2
months minimum) March
1st to June 30. No pets.
Utilities included. Sleeps
4. Contact at aaron@bal-
lerig.com

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available.
802-388-4831, AJ Neri
Property Rentals.

NEW HAVEN A furnished
2 bedroom apartment all
inclusive $1800 a month.
Text ONLY 802-989-0901

ORWELL: Outdoorsy retir-
ee who enjoys landscaping,
hiking, swimming seeking
companionable dog-friend-
ly housemate to share her
rural home. $350/month.
Shared bath. 802-863-5625
or HomeShareVermont.org
for application. Interview,
references, background
checks required. EHO

STUDIO APARTMENT
in Brandon Village. All in-
clusive, no pets. Security
required. $1,000 monthly.
802-247-6829.

VERGENNES VALLEY
VIEW APARTMENTS is
currently taking wait list ap-
plications. Occupants must
be 62+ years of age. No
smoking/ No pets. Income
limits apply - Rent based
on income. Equal Housing
Opportunity. 802-247-0165
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

VERGENNES WILLOW
APARTMENTS Is currently
taking waitlist applications
for 1 and 2 bedroom apart-
ments. No smoking/no
pets. Income limits ap-
ply- Rent rate based on
income. Equal Housing
Opportunity 802-247-0165
TTY: 800-253-0191. www.
SummitPMG.com.

VERGENNES, GREAT
LOCATION by the Otter
Creek Falls and city docks
to Lake Champlain. Small,
older 4 bedroom house
with garage. Rent is $1,600
per month. Pay your own
utilities. Call Robert at 518-
546-7424.

Wood Heat

DRY OR GREEN firewood
for sale. Delivery available.
802-349-4212.

More Help
Wanted ads
can be found
on Page 10B.

Real Estate
Wanted

COMMERCIAL BUILD-
ING WANTED Looking to
purchase a commercial
building, 3,000-4,000 sqft,
at least 400 amp electric
service and commercial
zoning, in Addison County.
Please contact: 802-989-
5927.

Real Estate

BRANDON, 5 ACRE build-
ing lot for mobile home or
doublewide. Ready to go
with well, water, electric,
sewer and cement slab.
$115,000. 802-458-1664.

Help Wanted

Real Estate

BUILDING LOT approxi-
mately 1/2 acre Daisy Lane,
East Middlebury, village
water, underground utili-
ties, designed septic. Es-
tablished neighborhood
with Little League field.
$105,000. Tel 802-388-
2502. Jack Brown.

If veterinary care
is unavailable or
unaffordable, ask for
Happy Jack® animal health care
to treat yeast infections
and mane dandruff!

At Tractor Supply®

1ST CUT, SMALL square,
$3.25. 2nd cut small
square, $4.25. 802-377-
5455.

HAY FOR SALE Over 1500
square bales of 1st cut hay
for sale. $4 per bale. Also
300+/- bales of 2nd cut
hay on tarped wagons - $4
per bale. Located at 864
Smead Rd, Salisbury, VT.
First come, first serve. Call
802-352-4686.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call
for price. 462-2755, John
Whitney.

Help Wanted

Cashier - Customer Service

Part-time and Full-time Positions available

Immediate Openings available.

Must be able to work until 6pm.

Days and Weekends a MUST.
Up to 40 hours per week.
Wage commensurate with experience.

Please send Resumes to info@middleburyagway.com or Fill out
Application at Middlebury Agway, 338 Exchange St., Middlebury VT.

Please no phone calls.

All of our positions offer generous, twice a year bonuses
and employee discount on all products.

Middlebury Agway 338 Exchange St. - Middlebury, VIT.

Email your Public Notices
to legals@addisonindependent.com
and Jenna makes sure it gets in the paper

Monday, March 3

5:00 PM

ANWSD BOARD

MEETING NOTICES FOR MARCH 2025

ANWSD Informational Meeting
VUMHS Library

(immediately following)
ANWSD Annual Meeting
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MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT.125 + EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT
Sales for 2/27/25 & 3/3/25

COST
BEEF LBS. /LB $
A. Brisson 1260 1.80  $2268.00
Westminster 1260 1.82  $2293.20
G. Davis 1560 1.75  $2730.00
Goodrich 1940 1.60 $3104.00
Clifford Farm 1925 1.55  $2983.75
Savello Farm 1750 155  $2712.50
Nop Bros 1890 148  $2797.20

COST
CALVES LBS. /LB $
Gosliga 92 11.00 $1012.00
Wilcon 83 11.00  $913.00
BarnesBros 107 10.00  $1070.00
L. Garvey 94 1000  $940.00
Vorsteveld 85 9.50 $807.50
H. Degraaf 97 925  $897.25

Total Beef- 139 Total Calves - 156
We value our faithful customers.
Sales at 3 pm- Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661

ATTENTION FARMERS!!!
ANNUAL SPRING DAIRY/FEEDER
CONSIGNMENT SALE

WHEN: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2ND
AT ADDISON COUNTY COMMISSION SALES BARNS
RT. 125, EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

TIAM SHARP
**Something for everybody! Don't miss this opportunity**
ACCEPTING QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS NOw!!!

* DAIRY TO BE 50LD FIRST -
FEEDERS TO FOLLOW *

ALSO CONSIGNING BEEF FEEDERS
ANGUS-HEREFORD & BF CROSSES
ALL BF BREEDS WELCOME!!

DON'T MISS THIS ANNUAL SPRING SALE

ALL QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS WELCOME
**CASH IN ON YOUR OVERSTOCK**

A MUST SALE TO ATTEND!!!

For More Info Call 802-388-2661 (ACCS)

Sale Manager: T.G. Wisnowski & Sons- 802-989-1507
Auctioneer - John Nop www.accscattle.com
REMINDER:

*Annual Machinery Sale Will Be Held Saturday, May 10t
ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS NOW!

Public Notices for the following can be found in this
ADDISON INDEPENDENT on Pages 11B and 12B.

Act 250 (1)
Addison (1)

Addison Northwest School District (1)
Dynamic Environmental Associates (1)
Middlebury (2)

Middlebury Cemetery Association (1)
Starksboro (2)

Stewart Construction (1)

VUMHS Library
Monday, March 10 6:00 PM ANWSD Board Meeting
VUMHS Library
Monday, March 17 4:45 PM Finance Committee Mtg.
VUMHS Library
6:00 PM ANWSD Board Meeting
VUMHS Library
Wednesday, March 19 5:30 PM CEC Meeting
TOWN OF ADDISON
DRB PUBLIC NOTICE

The Town of Addison Development Review Board will convene a public
hearing on Monday, March 24, 2025 at 6:00PM at the former Addison Central
School located at VT RTE 22A and VT RTE 17 West, Addison, VT.

1. Application (#24-25) Charlene Goodell requesting approval for a 2-lot
subdivision of 5. +/- acres from 19.2 acres located on the front South side of
lot to be zoned as residential. The property is located on VT RTE 22A and
meets the setback requirements. Pending to proceed.

2. Application (#25-02) Raymond Dykema requesting a Subdivision permit
to separate the shop and house he no longer owns. The property is located
on Norton Town Road, Addison, VT. Parcel ID# NT 0973. Needs to meet
frontage requirements.

3. Application (# 25-03) Jim & Nancy Larrow requesting to build a 1 % story
garage with garage size of 20" by 30’ with breezeway approximately 8’ by
11", Parcel ID#AL0191.

4. Application (#25-05) John Spencer requesting to subdivide 6.14 acres
from previous lot proposed as Lot 2. Parcel ID# VA3580 and parcel address
will be on Old Stonehouse Road, Addison.

5. Application (#25-06) Adam Berno requesting to add a single-story 28
by 30’ addition for a living room and covered porch plus a walk-in closet
accessed by existing bedroom. Parcel ID#GR0360 and is located on
Grandey Road, Addison.

The applications are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office during
normal office hours. Interested parties who wish to appeal or to be heard
must attend the hearing or may be represented by an agent or an attorney.
Communications relating to the application may be filed in writing with the Board
either before or during the hearings.

N.B.: Participation in a hearing is necessary to establish status as an “interested
party” and the right to appeal a decision rendered in that hearing, according
to the provisions of 24 V.S.A. 117 S.S.4464 (a) (1) (C), 4465(b) and 4471 (a).
Participation consists of offering through oral or written testimony, evidence or a
statement of concern directly related to the subject of the hearing.

Respectfully Submitted,

Alden Harwood, Chair

Starr Phillips, Board Secretary

Daniel Rossignol, Zoning Administrator

SECTION 106 PUBLIC NOTICE

T-Mobile Northeast, LLC proposes to collocate antennas on an 86.33 foot
tall (overall height) Water Tank located at 15 North Street, Vergennes, Addison
County, VT 05262. Interested parties with comments regarding potential
effects on Historic Properties may contact T-Mobile c/o Julia Klima at Dynamic
Environmental Associates, Inc., 3850 Lake Street, Suite C, Macon, GA 31204,
877-968-4787, Sec106@DynamicEnvironmental.com within 30 days from the
date of this publication. Re: 22502120

ACT 250 NOTICE
MINOR APPLICATION #9A0227-9

10 V.S.A. §§ 6000 - 6111

Champlain Valley Grain Center, LLC, Attn: Todd Hardie, has filed application
#9A0227-9 for a project generally described as revisions to the previously
approved Grain Center project, including (1) an increase in the number of seats
in the community cafe from 12 to 36 with associated additional parking and
(2) construction of a 2,400 square-foot farm equipment storage building with
a second floor 1-bedroom accessory dwelling unit (Building 2). The project
is located at 114 Park Lane in Ferrisburgh, Vermont. The application may be
viewed on the Land Use Review Board’'s Act 250 Database (https://anrweb.
vt.gov/ANR/Act250/default.aspx) by entering project number “9A0227-9.”

No hearing will be held, and a permit may be issued unless, on or
before Wednesday, March 26, 2025, at 4:30 PM, a party notifies the District 9
Commission in writing of an issue requiring a hearing, or the Commission sets
the matter for a hearing on its own motion. Any person as defined in 10 V.S.A. §
6085(c)(1) may request a hearing. Any hearing request must be in writing, must
state the criteria or sub-criteria at issue, why a hearing is required, and what
additional evidence will be presented at the hearing. Any hearing request by an
adjoining property owner or other person eligible for party status under 10 V.S.A.
§6085(c)(1)(E) must include a petition for party status under the Act 250 Rules.
To request party status and a hearing, fill out the Party Status Petition Form
on the Board's website: https://act250.vermont.gov/documents/party-status-
petition-form, and email it to the District 9 Office at: Act250.Essex@vermont.
gov. Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law may not be prepared unless the
Commission holds a public hearing.

For more information contact the District Coordinator listed below.

Josh Donabedian

District 9 Coordinator

111 West Street

Essex Junction, VT 05452
Joshua.Donabedian@vermont.gov
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Pro-Ukraine

rally in Middlebury to protest the current administration.

THIS PAST FRIDAY’S poor treatment of the Ukraine president in the Oval Office prompted many to protest Vice President Vance in
Waitsfield over the weekend. As a follow-up, a few Addison County residents gathered on Middlebury’s Court Square green on Sunday
to fly the Ukrainian colors and display signs stating what they think of the current administration. Several Ukrainian students from
Middlebury College joined in and showed solidarity with local folks. Some of those present said they would hold a recurring Saturday

Photo courtesy of Meg Harris

Essex man cited for
DUI after traffic stop

P“hllc "0“033 can be found in this

ADDISON INDEPENDENT on Pages 11B and 12B.

TOWN OF STARKSBORO DEVELOPMENT REVIEW
BOARD NOTICE OF HEARING

The Mitchell Kelly Estate submitted an application (25DRB-02-SD) for
subdivision review of a 2-lot minor subdivision located on the east side of Route
116 Rd being a 72.3 +/- acre parcel (PID#10431) in the Town of Starksboro.
The proposed subdivision is in the ASRR & FC. Both lots are developed with
SFH's, Lot#4 will be 47.2 acres & Lot 5 will be 25.1 acres. The Final Plat Hearing
on this application will be held per Sec 426. of the Starksboro Land Use and
Development Regulations (SLUDR).

The Starksboro DRB will conduct this hearing on Thursday, March 27, 2025,
at 7 p.m. at the Starksboro Town Office with remote access (info below). The
applications are available to review at the Starksboro Zoning office by request.

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §§ 4464(a)(1)(C) and 4471 (a), participation in this
local proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to take any subsequent
appeal.

Topic: Kelly Estate DRB March 2025

Time: Mar 27, 2025, 07:00 PM Eastern Time
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84444613025?pwd=uiswp66xt2TOmCryDYMIQ
GQjOwEvZ8.1

Meeting ID: 844 4461 3025

Passcode: \gCmm9eh

Dial by your location: +1 305 224 1968 US

Meeting ID: 844 4461 3025

Passcode: 32915673

Starksboro Zoning Administrator
March 3, 2025

STATE OF VERMONT SUPERIOR COURT
PROBATE DIVISION, ADDISON UNIT
DOCKET NO.: 24-PR-07719
IN RE ESTATE OF: CYNTHIA P. WEISS
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the Creditors of: Cynthia P. Weiss, late of Middlebury, Vermont.
| have been appointed to administer this estate. All creditors having claims
against the decedent or the estate must present their claims in writing within four
(4) months of the first publication of this notice. The claim must be presented
to me at the address listed below with a copy sent to the Court. The claim
may be barred forever if it is not presented within the four (4) month period.
Dated: 01/22/25
Executor/Administrator: Erik D. Smithweiss
% Deppmann Law, PLC
802-388-6337
|[deppman@middlaw.com
56 Court St., Middlebury, VT 05753
Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Dates: 03/06/25
Name of Probate Court: Vermont Superior Court, Addison Unit, Probate Division
Address of Probate Court: 7 Mahady Court, Middlebury, VT 05753

1.2.2.8.2.8.2.0.2.2.8.2.60.2.0.9.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.8.0.8.0.¢
TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD MEETING
ROOM 116 - LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM
TOWN OFFICES - 77 MAIN STREET
TUESDAY, MARCH 11, 2025 - 7:00 P.M.

Also available via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89041356636
By Phone: +1 646-558-8656 (not toll-free)

Webinar ID: 890 4135 6636

For those wishing to watch but not participate:
Selectboard meetings are livestreamed to MCTV's YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont
and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071

AGENDA

7:00 1. Call to Order
2. Board Organization: Elected Members Sworn in by Town Clerk:
Election of Chair & Vice Chair

7:05 3. *Approval of Agenda
4. *Approval of Consent Agenda
4a. *Approval of the Minutes of the February 25, 2025 Regular
Selectboard Meeting & March 5, 2025 Special Selectboard Meeting
4b. *Acceptance of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting Minutes
4c. *Approval of Applications - Renewal of State Licenses/Permits
(ifany)
4d. Approval of Selectboard Letter to VTrans re Airport Questions
4e. Consent Agenda Placeholder
4f. Consent Agenda Placeholder
4g. **Town Manager’s Report

710 5. **Citizen Comments (Opportunity to raise or address issues not
otherwise included on this agenda)

7:15 6. “Board Organization: Set Regular Meeting Date, Adopt Expenditure
Review Roster, Review & Sign Operating Principles, Set Newspaper
of Record, Appoint Middlebury Delegate & Alternate to Addison
County Solid Waste Management District Board; Appoint Green Up
Day Coordinator

7:25 7. *Discuss Agenda & Scheduling of Selectboard Retreat

7:30 8. *ReArch Construction - Proposed Amended Contract -

Library Project
7:35 9. *Encampment Policy - Board Review
7:45 10. *Town Capitalization Policy - Presentation & Discussion

7:55 11. **2025 Middlebury Town Plan - Introduction & Pathway Forward
8:05 12. **Energy Committee & Town Plan - Integrating Energy
& Climate Issues
13. Agenda Placeholder
14. Agenda Placeholder
8:20 15. Approval of Check Warrants
16.**Board Member Concerns
17. Executive Session - Not Anticipated
18. Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session
8:25 19. *Adjourn

*Possible Decision ~ **Discussion

STATE OF VERMONT SUPERIOR COURT
PROBATE DIVISION, ADDISON UNIT
DOCKET NO.: 24-PR-04940
IN RE ESTATE OF: TERRI METCALF
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the Creditors of: Terri Metcalf, late of Addison Vermont.
| have been appointed to administer this estate. All creditors having claims
against the decedent or the estate must present their claims in writing within four
(4) months of the first publication of this notice. The claim must be presented
to me at the address listed below with a copy sent to the Court. The claim
may be barred forever if it is not presented within the four (4) month period.
Dated: 03/03/25
Executor/Administrator: Jacqueline Hunt
802-349-4522
JacquelineHunt11@gmail.com
11 Prospect Ave. Apt. 1,
Randolph, VT 05060
Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Dates: 03/06/25
Name of Probate Court: Vermont Superior Court, Addison Unit, Probate Division
Address of Probate Court: 7 Mahady Court, Middlebury, VT 05753

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury
police cited Wilmar Santillan, 30,
of Essex for driving under the
influence, following a stop at the
intersection of Route 7 and Happy
Valley Road on March 3.

Police said they measured
Santillan’s blood-alcohol content at
0.105%; the legal limit for driving
is 0.08

parking lot that had allegedly been
abandoned.

* Helped Vergennes police search
for a stolen vehicle in the Wright
Park area on Feb. 28.

* Responded to a dispute between
two tenants of a Court Street
apartment on Feb. 28.

* Assisted emergency responders
on a medical call to

In other action last
week,  Middlebury
police:

* Spoke on Feb. 24

Middlebury

Police Log

a Grandview Avenue
location on Feb. 28.

e Checkedon Feb. 28
a homeless individual

with a Jackson Lane
resident about a neighbor’s alleged
confrontational behavior.

* Took into protective custody an
intoxicated man who had reportedly
been drinking alcohol in McDonald’s
Restaurant on Feb. 24. Police took
the man to a detox facility.

* Helped a delivery driver who’d
been bitten by a dog while delivering
a mattress in the Thomas Street area
on Feb. 24.

* Helped a man who had been
experiencing a mental health crisis
in the Happy Valley Road area on
Feb. 24.

* Loaned the department’s K9
team to assist Vermont State Police
with a drug search of a vehicle in the
Case Street area on Feb. 25.

* Assisted emergency responders
on a medical call to a Munson Road
location on Feb. 26.

» Enforced the town’s overnight
winter parking ban on College
Street on Feb. 26 and 28, on Mill
Street on Feb. 27, and in downtown
on March 1.

* Received a complaint about
littering in The Centre parking lot on
Feb. 27.

* Investigated a retail theft from a
Foote Street business on Feb. 27.

* Received a complaint on Feb.
27 about vehicles in the Mill Street

who has been living in
a tent off Merchants Row.

e Took, to the Charter House
Emergency Shelter, a drunken man
found in the Court Street area on
March 1.

* Helped Brandon police take
a domestic assault suspect into
custody on March 1.

* Investigated an alleged retail
theft at a Court Street business on
March 1.

* Received a complaint about
people arguing on Main Street on
March 1. Police said the people in
question had left upon their arrival.

* Assisted Vermont State Police
with a drunken driving stop on
Route 7 in New Haven on March 2.

» Were informed about the potential
violation of a protection order in
the Jayne Court neighborhood on
March 2. Police said the case is
under investigation.

* Checked on the welfare of
residents in the South Village Green
and Grand View Road areas on
March 2.

* Investigated the untimely
death of a person in the South
Village Green neighborhood on
March 2. Police said the deceased
— 63-year-old Anne M. Clark —
appeared to have died from natural
causes.

Vi. State v Log

ADDISON COUNTY — After
Vermont State Police stopped a car
in Middlebury one day last week, the
driver left with a criminal citation
and a half-dozen traffic tickets

On Feb. 25 at around 10 minutes
to 11 p.m. a trooper observed a
motor vehicle violation on Case
Street near Munson Road in
Middlebury and pulled over the
vehicle. Police said the driver,
identified as Crystal M. Hall, 45,
of Middlebury, had driver’s license
criminally suspended.

While speaking to Hall, the
trooper observed indicators of
impairment. The officer asked Hall
to participate in dexterity testing;
when she declined to do so, the
trooper arrested Hall and took her to
the Middlebury Police Department
for processing.

Police cited Hall for refusing to
take a driving-under-the-influence
test, second offense, and for driving
with a criminally suspended
license. The traffic tickets were for
Condition Of Vehicle, Misuse Of

REQUEST FOR BIDS

Stewart Construction located in Essex Junction, Vermont is seeking bids from
qualified subcontractors for a fast-paced, multi-family construction project off
Seminary Street Extension in the town of Middlebury, Vermont. The scopes of work
available for bids include but are not limited to: Sitework, Concrete, Structural Steel,
Wood Framing, Mechanical/Plumbing, Electrical, Fire Suppression, and Finishes —
both interior and exterior. Minority, Women, Small Owned, & Section 3 Businesses
are encouraged to respond. Interested subcontractors must not be debarred from
receiving State or Federal funding and must be capable of processing certified
payroll with Davis Bacon wages.

Please reach out to info@stewart-construction.com for access to the Stonecrop
Apartments bid documents; bids will be accepted until March 14th, 2025.

TOWN OF STARKSBORO DEVELOPMENT REVIEW
BOARD NOTICE OF HEARING

The Mitchell Kelly Estate submitted an application (25DRB-01-SD) for
subdivision review of a 2-lot minor subdivision located on the west side of Route
116 Rd being a 153.3 +/- acre parcel (PID#10431) in the Town of Starksboro. The
proposed subdivision is in the ASRR & FC. Both lots are developed with SFH’s,
Lot#1 will be 145.2 acres & Lot 2 will be 10.1 acres. The Final Plat Hearing
on this application will be held per Sec 426. of the Starksboro Land Use and
Development Regulations (SLUDR).

The Starksboro DRB will conduct this hearing on Thursday, March 27, 2025,
at 7 p.m. at the Starksboro Town Office with remote access (info below). The
applications are available to review at the Starksboro Zoning office by request.

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §§ 4464(a)(1)(C) and 4471 (a), participation in this
local proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to take any subsequent
appeal.

Topic: Kelly Estate DRB March 2025

Time: Mar 27, 2025, 07:00 PM Eastern Time
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84444613025?pwd=uiswp66xt2TOmCryDYMIQ
GQjOwWEVZ8.1

Meeting ID: 844 4461 3025

Passcode: IgCmm9eh

Dial by your location: +1 305 224 1968 US

Meeting ID: 844 4461 3025

Passcode: 32915673

Starksboro Zoning Administrator

March 3, 2025

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
PROPERTY TAX BILLS

MARCH INSTALLMENTS ARE DUE
IN THE FINANCE OFFICE
ON OR BEFORE:
MONDAY, MARCH 17, 2025
(SINCE THE 15TH IS A SATURDAY)

Finance Office:
388-8100 ext. 203, 204 or 208
accountclerk@townofmiddlebury.org

Office Hours:
Mon - Fri, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm

Please allow extra time
if you are mailing your payment,
postmarks are not accepted
as timely payment.
For your convenience there is a
secure payment box located between
the Town Office and the Library.

Number Plates, Persons Required
To Register, Operating Without
Liability Insurance, Operating After
Suspension/Revocation/Refusal
and Operating Without A License.

If found guilty on all of the traffic
tickets, Hall faces potential fines
totally $1,002 and two points on her
license.

In other recent activity, troopers:

* Arrested Joseph Shaw, 61, of
Orwell on a warrant on Feb. 26. At
around 3:30 p.m. that Wednesday,
state police responded to a landlord/
tenant dispute at a home on Route
73 in Orwell. While on scene,
troopers encountered Shaw, who
they knew had an active warrant for
his arrest. They arrested Shaw and
detained him until he posted $200
bail.

* Responded to a one-vehicle
crash on Feb. 28.

Police report that Eduardo
Loyola, 51, of South Burlington
was driving a 2024 Chevy Silverado
southbound on a Route 22A near
East Road in Panton when he hit a
patch of ice shortly before 8 a.m.
Loyola’s pick-up left the road and
struck a utility pole.

No injuries were reported, but
the Silverado’s front passenger side
sustained damage.

Route 22A was closed to traffic
for about 30 minutes as a result of
this crash.

Troopers were assisted on scene
by the Vergennes Fire Department
and Vergennes Area Rescue Squad.

MIDDLEBURY CEMETERY
ASSOCIATION

PUBLIC NOTICE
The annual meeting of the Middlebury
Cemetery Association will be held at
the offices of Langrock, Sperry & Wool,
111 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT on
Wednesday, March 12, 2025, at 5pm.

STATE OF VERMONT SUPERIOR COURT
PROBATE DIVISION, ADDISON UNIT

IN RE ESTATE OF: MARIANN BRENNAN

DOCKET NO.: 24-PR-00887

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the Creditors of: Mariann Brennan, late of Middlebury, Vermont.
| have been appointed to administer this estate. All creditors having claims
against the decedent or the estate must present their claims in writing within four
(4) months of the first publication of this notice. The claim must be presented
to me at the address listed below with a copy sent to the Court. The claim
may be barred forever if it is not presented within the four (4) month period.

Dated: 03/04/25

Executor/Administrator: Robert J. Litch
1282 South Street, New Haven, VT 05472
(802) 373-3813
litchrobbie@gmail.com

Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Dates: 03/06/25
Name of Probate Court: Vermont Superior Court, Addison Unit, Probate Division

Address of Probate Court: 7 Mahady Court, Middlebury, VT 05753
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HISTORE, ROMANCE MINGLE IN

BOHJALIAN'S 25 TH NOVEL

LOCAL AUTHOR PLAYS TO HIS STRENGTHS IN ‘THE JACKAL'S MISTRESS'’

Bestselling author Chris Bohjalian of Weybridge gets a smooch from his omnipresent sidekick, Jesse, who keeps the writer on task with walks.

BY JOHN

hile many scribes don't
find their writing voice until
well into adulthood, Chris
Bohjalian was in full throat
even as a child. Asked
during a recent interview
how he'd developed
and nurtured his love of
writing, Bohjalian, 64, plucked a
FLOWERS nondescript blue notebook from
his office.

It was a journal containing short stories he'd
written at age 9 while attending 4th grade at
Northeast Elementary School in Stamford, Conn.

One of the stories — which rated an "A" from his
teacher — ended thus: “The dripping stopped,
and the vultures had their meal.."

‘Clearly, my literary sensibilities were in place;
that (sentence) could've appeared in any of my
books," confessed Bohjalian in what, for him, is a
rare self-congratulatory remark.

While other kids his age were reading Archie
and Batman comics, Bohjalian was carrying

around a 45-cent paperback copy of Edgar
Allen Poe stories. After graduating from
Amherst College and taking a brief professional
detour as an account rep. for a New York City
ad firm, Bohjalian in 1988 moved to Lincoln, Vt.,
with his first love, photographer Victoria Blewer,
to focus on his second love — writing.

The rest is history, the most recent chapter of
which is this month's release of his 25th book:
“The Jackal's Mistress." Bohjalian will discuss
the book at a special taping of Vermont
Public's “Vermont Edition," this Sunday, March
9, from 4-6 p.m. at Middlebury's Town Hall
Theater. It's a free event, but tickets must be

“I'VIEW IT AS

A NOVEL
ABOUT THE NORTH AND
SOUTH THAT’S AS RELEVANT
IN 2025 AS IT WAS IN 1864.”

— Chris Bohjalian

INDEPENDENT PHOTO/STEVE JAMES

reserved in advance, at townhalltheater.org.

‘I view it as a ‘Civil War Romeo & Juliet, a novel
about the North and South that's as relevant in
2025 as it was in 1864," he said of his latest book.

While “The Jackal's Mistress” largely unfolds in
Berryville, a small town in Northern Virginia, there
are plenty of references to Vermont and Addison
County. Local readers will appreciate references,
and historic ties-ins, to Vergennes, Panton,
Middlebury and Middlebury College. Sixteen of
Bohjalian's 25 books have a Vermont connection.

The male protagonist in “The Jackal's Mistress”
is Capt. Jonathan Weybridge, a Middlebury
College professor who in 1863 enlists in the
Union Army's Vermont Brigade, driven by his
resolve that no human being should be able to
own another.

Weybridge, Bohjalian's eponymous salute to
his current hometown, is a cerebral warrior
in an environment where book-smarts must
take a backseat to brass tacks. He adjusts,
and becomes a quick study of battlefield
SEE NOVEL ON PAGE 3



PAGE 2 — Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE

]LMSCREENINGS

‘No County for Old Men’ to screen March
16 at Middlebury Town Hall Theater

Thursday, March 6, 2025

Last week, before Sunday's Academy town sheriff, Ed Tom Bell, who has a hard
Awards ceremony, Washington Post film time adapting himself to the senseless and
critics reviewed Oscar choices over the escalating intensity of modern crime. While
last 50 years, weighing in on which films out hunting, welder Llewelyn Moss (Josh "No Country for Old Men" will creen at the Town Hall
they thought should have won Brolin) comes across the aftermath Theater in Middlebury on March 16, at 3 p.m.
Best Picture. They mostly chose of a drug deal gone wrong, finding COURTESY PHOTO
nominees that didn't win. several dead men, a wounded

Mexican man begging for water, Adapted Screenplay. It's considered a
Critics love to indulge in heroin in the truck, and a briefcase film noir because of its bleak, pessimistic
retrospective second-guessing, containing $2.4 million in cash. He mood; its morally ambiguous characters;
and it can be amusing to look takes the briefcase and returns and its fatalistic sense of foreboding. It's
back. But | disagree with their home. Feeling guilty, Moss returns gritty, desolate landscape suggests both a
suggestion that first-time filmmaker with water that night but finds the modern Western and film noir. It also includes
Tony Gilroy's legal thriller, “Michael BY JAY man has been murdered. He looks elements of a chase picture, horror, and dark
Clayton," should have been selected CRAVEN up to the ridge and sees two men comedy, a Coens staple.
in 2007, instead of the Coen with guns who pursue him in a truck.

Brothers' thematically rich crime thriller, “No He escapes by diving into a river. After making ~ The Coens have commented on the
Country for Old Men," adapted from Cormac his way back home, Moss sends his wife, Carla  adaptation — which they described as being
McCarthy's edgy, engrossing 2005 novel of Jean, to stay with her mother. simple and straightforward.
the same name.

Moss knows this will be a rough ride — and itis. ‘I held the book open while Ethan typed the

Many of the Coens' films are about them — text into the computer,” Joel Coen said. “It's
and those films are often clever and perfectly Ruthless hitman, Anton Chiguth (Javier almost not an exaggeration in this case to say
entertaining. “Fargo” and “Blood Simple" are Bardem) blows into town, looking for the that we took much of the dialogue directly
two of my favorite Coen Brothers' films — even  briefcase holding the drug money. Chiguth from the book. It's more a process of editing,
though both wink at the audience and even tracks Moss, homing in on the signal condensing and then having to find a solution
their on-screen subjects. With “No Country transponder that's hidden in the briefcase. to a specific problem in terms of how you
for Old Men," the Coens' seemed to take very Sheriff Bell does his best to protect Moss — handle something in the novel that may be
seriously the privilege and responsibility that but when wily bounty hunter Carson Wells more literary than cinematic’
came with translating the literary master's (Woody Harrelson) joins the chase, the stakes
work to cinema. | think the resulting film ranks ~ go through the roof. The Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival will
as their most potent and cohesive narrative. screen “No Country for Old Men" at 3 p.m., on
The picture won four Academy Awards, Sunday, March 16, at the Middlebury Town Hall
The picture’s fabulous cast includes Tommy including Best Picture, Best Director, Best Theater. Tickets will be available at the door or,
Lee Jones as stoic, empathetic, aging small- Supporting Actor (Bardem), and Best in advance, at townhalltheater.org.

— MO RE FROM JAY CRAVEN

While I'm at it, I'll also make a shameless plug for my second feature film, ‘A Stranger
in the Kingdom" that will play at 7 p.m., Saturday, March 8, at the Ferrisburgh Town
Hall. The film is being presented by the Friends of Union Meeting Hall in Ferrisburgh.

‘A Stranger in the Kingdom” tells the story of a small Vermont town whose veneer

of peace and tranquility is shattered when a black minister arrives as the town's

new pastor and, soon after, finds himself charged with adultery and the murder of

a French Canadian waif passing through town on her way to pursue her Hollywood
dream. The film was inspired by the true events surrounding the infamous 1968
‘Irasburg Affair’ — and it's based on the novel by Howard Frank Mosher. The film stars
David Lansbury, Martin Sheen, Ernie Hudson, Henry Gibson, and Jean Louisa Kelly.

I will introduce the film followed by a post-screen Q&A. Tickets are available in
advance at unionmeetinghall.org.




tactics, with

no shortage

of moxie and
leadership skills.

FROM PAGE 1

But
Weybridge is

unceremoniously ejected from the war during the
fall of 1864, courtesy of Confederate canister in

a battle at Opequon Creek in Virginia. He suffers
horrific injuries and is ultimately abandoned by his
own unit, which has no confidence in his survival.

That's when the female protagonist, a woman
named Libby Steadman, discovers Weybridge

in an abandoned house and decides — despite
his Union allegiance and his proximity to

death's doorstep — to care for him, risking her
own execution as a traitor if her good deed is
discovered. Steadman enlists the help of her
niece, a hired hand and his wife, in her dangerous
goodwill conspiracy. The deed takes on added
luster when one learns that Steadman has been
pining for her own husband, a Confederate soldier,
last known to be languishing in a Yankee prison.

The Steadman-Weybridge relationship evolves
from humanitarian gesture to something more,
amid the Civil War violence.

“The Jackal's Mistress" sent Bohjalian and Blewer
to the Shenandoah Valley and points nearby to
view Civil War landmarks and related history.
Stops included the Museum of Civil War Medicine
in Frederick, Md., Harper's Ferry in West Virginia,
plus Richmond and Berryville in Virginia.

Bohjalian's travels allowed him to see the lay of
the land, battlefields he'd reference in his book,
the area where his characters would live, and
learn what it must have been like to be treated for
major injuries in a makeshift battlefield hospital

— where saws, not scalpels, were the surgeon's
instrument of choice.

Bohjalian took steps to ensure his novel was

as battle-tested as the soldiers that roamed

its pages. He asked three Civil War authorities
(all Vermonters) to read a draft of “The Jackal's
Mistress" to ensure its trappings were authentic
to the war between the states: Howard Coffin,
Robert Grandchamp and Dr. Ken Borie. Coffin has
written four books about Vermonters in the Civil
War and has taken an active role in preserving
its battlefields. Bohjalian recalled a helpful,
cautionary comment from Coffin when he was
made aware of the former's writing project.

"He said, "You have to get the details and this
history right. You make a mistake? People know

this war and they will correct you,” Bohjalian
recounted.

So, Bohjalian did what he'd done 24 times
before: Develop a cast of characters that earn
an emotional investment from the reader, along
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Weybridge author Chris Bohjalian's 25th book, “The Jackal's Mistress,” is being released this month. He describes it
as a “Civil War Romeo & Juliet." Bohjalian will discuss the book at an appearance at Middlebury's Town Hall Theater

on Sunday, March 9, from 4-6 p.m. INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES
with a page-turning plot and — as always — a love historical fiction and history," Bohjalian said.
deeper message. Here, it was humanity and “The reason we read historical fiction, versus

love persevering through a war that would leave traditional history, is because readers will learn
620,000 dead soldiers, with some battles pitting SEE MISTRESS ON PAGE 4

brother against brother.

While slavery has become a disgraceful
footnote in U.S. history, political
polarization, racism and intolerance
don't seem to have an expiration

date. And with the recent removal of
statues and monuments that lionized
Confederate leaders — a move that's
drawn opposition among some
Americans — Bohjalian felt it was time
to take a new look at a 2003 essay he'd
written for Reader’s Digest.

That essay celebrates the unlikely-
but-real-life association of Henry

Edson Bedell, a Union lieutenant

from Westfield, Vermont, and Bettie

Van Metre, the wife of an imprisoned
Confederate soldier who's trying to keep
the family farm and grist mill alive with
the help of her niece and two of her
husband's former slaves, Dick and Ginny
Runner. Van Metre discovers a badly
injured Bedell and selflessly cares for
him until he's able to be repatriated with
Union forces. A limited archive of letters
chronicling Van Metre's good deed can
be found at Middlebury College, where
Bohjalian researched his 2003 essay.

Bohjalian acknowledged “The Jackal's
Mistress” has foundational parallels to
the Van Metre-Bedell saga, but doesn't
follow the story to the letter. The author
takes artistic license to draw readers in
and make the story more relatable. ‘|
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Sizzling stories: The Moth's “Beel
StorySlam comes to Middlebury

he nationally recognized,
award-winning storytelling
series “The Moth" is coming
to Middlebury's Town Hall
Theater on Tuesday, March
11. Doors will open at 6:30
p.m., and the StorySlam will
start at 7 p.m. Listen to true
stories or share your own at this open-
mic storytelling competition. The event
will be recorded, with select stories
potentially broadcast by The Moth Radio
Hour on National Public Radio.

The StorySlam theme is

“‘beef”. Prepare a five-minute

story about bad blood.

The petty grievances that

drive you mad, the cold

wars waged, long-standing

grudges to petty spats, tell us

about the rivalries that pushed

your buttons. Whether it's a

feud with a neighbor, an old

friend turned frenemy, or a silent standoff
that's gone on way too long. Blood-boiling
showdowns to simmering passive-
aggressive battles. Montagues and
Capulets, Sharks and Jets, tell us about
the grudges that just won't quit.

Need some courage to tell your story?
The THT bar will be open — and the past
two Moth events at Town Hall Theater
featured a highly supportive crowd.

“This is a life experience you don't want

Andy Mitchell was the
September StorySlam Winner at
Town Hall Theater last year.

to miss," said Executive and Artistic
Director Lisa Mitchell, who is a Moth
enthusiast and braved the stage with a
story at the first THT Moth StorySlam in
2024.

Seating is available on a first-come,
first-served basis. Arrive at least 10
minutes before the show. Tickets may
be purchased in advance at themoth.
org/events/beef-burlington-2025.

things from fiction that
they'd never learn from
FROM pAGE 3 onfiction”
That became patently
clear to him following the
release of his 14th novel,
“The Sandcastle Girls,
which explores the parallel stories of a woman who falls
in love with an Armenian soldier during the Armenian
genocide, and their future granddaughter, who's
inspired to look into her Armenian past.

“No one in the world was going to read a nonfiction
account of the Armenian genocide," said Bohjalian,
whose paternal grandparents survived that systemic
annihilation of an
estimated 1 million
Armenians in the
Ottoman Empire

“THE ONLY PERSON

during World War |. IN THE WORLD WHO
‘But if you cloak the

Armenian genocide »

in a novelthat's a WAS VICTORIA.

love story, people — Chris Bohjalian

will read it and
learn about it

And there's a lot to learn from Bettie Van Metre's
selfless act, Bohjalian noted. The Vermont Legislature
officially commended her in 1914 for having risked her
life to save one of the state's native sons. “She really
viewed it as an act of humanity that any decent person
would have done," said Bohjalian, who examined a
letter she wrote describing her actions. “There was
nothing in the letter that suggested she was boastful or
desirous of attention. Her heroism was about trying not
to draw attention to herself

Bohjalian is appreciative of the attention his latest
book has been getting but takes nothing for granted.
He recalled a time during his 30s when the family

had to sell furniture to pay the mortgage and keep
health insurance. “The only person in the world who
never doubted me was Victoria — even when we were
selling our furniture so our infant daughter (Mount Abe
graduate and stage actress Grace Experience) could
have another month of health insurance, Victoria said, ‘I
knew we'd be fine," he said.

So what's next?

If you ask Bohjalian about the subject of his 26th book,
he'll give you a quick answer. It's titled, “The Amateur.”
Set in 1978-80, the book is about a 60-something
female novelist who, as an 18-year-old professional
golfer, accidentally kills a caddy at the driving range at
the local country club.

‘It completely derails her life," he said.

Adversity. A theme you'll see in several Bohjalian novels.

‘| like books that break my heart, that don't end well for
everyone,” he said mischievously.

John Flowers is at johnf@addisonindependent.com.



ON EXHIBIT

258 Main Street, Vergennes

For more info visit bixbylibrary.org or call 802-877-2211.
“This Place Called Home: A Photography
Collaboration” documents the beauty of Vermont
today; and captures the essence of the geography,
people, land and experiences that make this
place our home. It is a joint project linking VUHS
Vermont Studies Class taught by Becca Coffey and
the Vergennes LEOS — a teen community service
organization led by Cookie Steponaitis.

“Biosphere in Your Backyard" follows the themes

of explore, enrich, enjoy and interprets the library's
records through a biosphere lens, considering how
the landscape around us can influence the history we
create. On view in the Kerr Room, with accompanying
book displays in both the Vermont Room and the
Children's Room.

1 Mill Street, Middlebury

For more info visit edgewatergallery.com, call

802-458-0098 or email info@edgewatergallery-vt.com.
“New Work for a New Year” featuring new work from
Victoria Blewer and Holly Friesen. The winter is a
uniquely beautiful time of year in Vermont but it is
also a season with long nights, limited sunshine, cold
temperatures and a limited landscape palette. Both
artists featured at the gallery by the falls provide a
panacea to the monochrome through work that is
done in vibrant hues that give a contemporary twist
to two traditional subject matters. Victoria Blewer —
hand colored and mixed media photography. Holly
Friesen — wilderness landscapes in acrylic.

6 Merchants Row, Middlebury

For more info visit edgewatergallery.com, call

802-989-7419 or email info@edgewatergallery-vt.com.
“Shimmer", is Julia Purinton's solo exhibition of new
paintings in oil. She presents this body of work at a
time that she feels we need to remember the healing
abilities of the natural world. An opening reception
will be held Friday, March 7, 5-6:30 p.m. On view Feb.
28-April 5.

68 S Pleasant St, Middlebury

For more info visit townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery or

call 802-382-9222.
“Landscape Complexions: Paintings by H. Keith
Wagner."” Wagner combines free artistic exploration
with his more deliberate designer's eye to create
balanced compositions that are simultaneously
simple and complex. On view through March 15,

SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 8

Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE

Thursday, March 6, 2025 — PAGE 5

ARIES: March 21/April 20. Aries, you are in a
leadership position this week, whether you realize
it or not. Your confidence may inspire others

to follow your lead.
Just be sure not to
micromanage.

TAURUS: April 21/
May 21. Taurus, stability
is important to you.
This week you may
find yourself craving

a deeper connection.
Explore the different
types of relationships
in your life and make a
plan.

GEMINI: May 22/June
21. This is an excellent
week for networking
and making new friends,
Gemini. Just be careful
of overcommitting, as it's
easy to fillup your plate
with too much to handle.

CANCER: June 22/July
22. Cancer, you might
be craving an emotional
connection this week.
You may feel drawn to
someone who shares
your values and outlook.
Pay attention to signs
that may guide you.

LEO: July 23/Aug. 23.
Now is the perfect time
to push forward with
creative projects or ideas
at work, Leo. You might
receive recognition for
your efforts, so don't

worry about the spotlight

if it happens.

VIRGO: Aug. 24/Sept. 22. Don't lose sight of the

7~

WNe
peiver!

Flawers, Glitg, Cards,and Mgre . @ (O)

M-F 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  Rt. 7 South, Middlebury
\_802-588-2800 ® www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com J

Your
Source for
* Sewing Machines * Sewing & Quilting
* Vacuum Cleaners Classes

* Sewing Machine and
Vacuum Service & Repair

® Quilting Fabric

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559 www.middleburysewnvac.com
OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

Reach cosmie

heights with

YOURAD)
HERIE!

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

LIBRA: Sept. 23/0ct. 23. Libra, you and your
partner might come up with plans to improve your
living situation or finances this week. Collaboration

is really the best way to
tackle this.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24/
Nov. 22. Scorpio, a
transformation could
take place this week.
You might feel like
stepping into a new
version of yourself and
figuring out the best
path to personal growth.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov.
23/Dec. 21. Stay focused
on what matters most,
Sagittarius. You will find
that most things will fall
into place. Prioritize your
health and finances this
week.

CAPRICORN: Dec.
22/Jan. 20. Capricorn,
with so much creativity
flowing, you might want
to express yourself
through hobbies or an
art project. Approach
challenges in new ways
and the solutions will
come.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21/
Feb. 18. Aquarius, you
might find yourself
taking a step back

at work to focus on
personal matters. This
doesn't mean you

are slacking off. It just
means you need to shift
priorities for a bit.

PISCES: Feb. 19/March 20. Avoid any

bigger picture, Virgo. For too much time you have
focused on the small details that are getting in
the way of the bigger plan. A mentor might offer
guidance.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

MARCH 7 — Bryan Cranston, actor (69)
MARCH 8 —Lester Holt, newscaster (66)
MARCH g — Juliette Binoche, actor (61)

miscommunications by expressing yourself clearly
and concisely, Pisces. Focus on strengthening your
communication and connection with others in the
days to come.

MARCH 10 — Jon Hamm, actor (54)
MARCH 11 — Douglas Adams, writer (d)
MARCH 12 — Vaslav Nijinsky, dancer (d)
MARCH 13 — Coco Gauff, tennis player (21)
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CALENDA

THURSDAY, MARCH 6

“JOIN OR DIE” ON SCREEN IN
MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, March 6, 6 p.m.,
Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Join
Vermont Public for a 45-minute excerpt of
the highly acclaimed 2023 documentary
*Join or Die," a film about why you should
join a club — and why the fate of America
depends on it. A social hour will follow to
practice lessons from the film. Free. More
info at tinyurl.com/JoinDieTHT.

GRASSLAND BIRDS OF VERMONT

IN FERRISBURGH. Thursday, March

6, 7 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town Office,
3279 Route 7. Join the Ferrisburgh
Conservation Commission for a talk
by Vermont Center for Ecostudies'’
Grassland Bird Biologist Kevin Tolan,
who will discuss the past, present and
future of grassland bird habitats.

POLLINATOR PATHWAYS TALK IN
MONKTON. Thursday, March 6, 7-8:30
p.m., Russell Memorial Library, 92
Monkton Ridge. Learn about Monkton's
Pollinator Pathways when expert
gardeners Debra Sprague, Stephanie
Hyatt and Julie Parker-Dickerson explain
what the pathway is and how to increase
pollination in your own backyard, along
with plant selection and maintenance.

FRIDAY, MARCH 7

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE OR
SNOWSHOE IN RIPTON. Friday, March
7, Widow's Clearing, Ripton-Goshen
Rd. Moderate snowshoe of 5-6 miles
with moderate elevation gain. This will

MCTV SCHEDULE channels 1071 & 1091

Sunday, March 9

Thursday, March 6, 2025

be an out and back snowshoe headed
towards the Water Tower trails. Contact
Ellen Cronan at 908-595-2926 to sign
up and for further information. More at
gmcbreadloaf.org.

PHOTOGRAPHY OPENING RECEPTION
IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, March 7,

4-7 p.m., Photoplace Gallery, 3 Park

St. Join us for the opening reception

of “Portraiture: Unveiling Identity,’

a heartfelt photography exhibit
showcasing the depth, emotion and
personal stories that make each of us
unique. Featuring work from talented
artists, this collection goes beyond
physical appearance to explore the
hidden layers of identity and the human
experience. Come enjoy an evening of
art, conversation and community as we
celebrate the power of photography to
connect us and tell our stories.

PIANIST IYAD SUGHAYER IN
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, March 7, 7:30 p.m.,
Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts Center, 72
Porter Field Rd. Acclaimed Jordanian-
Palestinian pianist lyad Sughayer
embodies a captivating blend of
exceptional skill and profound musicality.
A prize-winner with the Young Classical
Artists Trust International Auditions, he
was named a ClassicFM Rising Star Artist,
and "One to Watch" by International
Piano Magazine. Tickets: $25/20/10/5,
available at go.middlebury.edu.

FUTURE GROOVES: A MIDDLEBURY
RAVE IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, March 7, 8
p.m., Anderson Studio, Town Hall Theater,
68 S. Pleasant St. Come and move to
futuristic techno and experimental dance

music in the new Town Hall Theater
space! All-vinyl DJ set by th.eother.
(aka Amit Prakash) and visuals by TVCQ5.
Student $8/Adult $12. Cash bar (21+ with
ID). More info at addisonarts.org/event/
future-grooves-a-middlebury-rave.

SATURDAY, MARCH 8

MONTHLY WILDLIFE WALK. Saturday,
March 8, 8-10 am. Meet at Otter View
Park parking lot, corner of Weybridge

St. and Pulp Mill Bridge Rd. Otter Creek
Audubon and the Middlebury Area Land
Trust invite community members to help
survey birds and other wildlife at Otter
View and the Hurd Grassland. Birders of
all ages and abilities welcome. For more
information, call 802-388-6019.

HANDMADE WHISK BROOM
WORKSHOP IN MONKTON. Saturday,
March 8, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Russell
Memorial Library, 92 Monkton Ridge.
Join Nora from Woolf Den Homestead
to create two whisk brooms. You

will learn to make two traditional
Appalachian style hand brooms. One

a simple round whisk and the other

a turkey wing hand whisk. Nora will
provide more tips, material list and
sourcing. Supplies will also be available
for sale. In the morning, tea and snacks
will be provided. Tickets, sliding

scale $55, $65 and $75. Register at
russellmemlibrary@gmail.com.

BOOK CLUB ON THE TAM IN
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, March 8, noon-
2 p.m,, Otter Creek Gorge, Northern
Trailhead, Morgan Horse Farm Rd. Join

MARCH 6-14

2025

MALT and Ilsley Public Library to discuss
“Flight Behavior," by Barbara Kingsolver.
We will meet in Otter Creek Gorge
underneath an ancient and beloved

oak tree (the large oak with a swing),

a short walk away from the northern
parking lot on Morgan Horse Farm Rd. All
ages are welcome. Light refreshments
provided. No bathrooms on site; please
plan accordingly. Free. Club continues
Saturday, March 22. More info and
registration at maltvt.org/events.

WILLOWELL BOOGIE BENEFIT IN
BRISTOL. Saturday, March 8, 6 p.m.,
Holley Hall, 1 South St. The Willowell
Foundation's annual benefit dance
and silent auction features a cash

bar, and the Almendros, a popular
Addison County band whose infectious
repertoire ranges from rock, country
and blues to reggae, ska, calypso and
African styles. Tickets are $10 at the
door, children free. Proceeds support
the Willowell's scholarship fund, which
helps children access local nature-
based programming and education.

CONTRA DANCE IN CORNWALL.
Saturday, March 8, 7-9 p.m., Cornwall
Town Hall, Route 30. Fern Bradley will be
calling, with live music by Red Dog Riley.
Beginners welcome. All dances will be
taught. $5 to $10 or pay what you can.

AN EVENING OF SONGS AND ARIAS
IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, March 8,
7:30-9 p.m., Mahaney Arts Center, 72
Porter Field Rd. Music Department
vocal students present a lively evening
of songs and arias. More info at

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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middlebury.edu/events/event/songs-
and-arias-2.

“A STRANGER IN THE KINGDOM"
SCREENING WITH DIRECTOR JAY
CRAVEN IN FERRISBURGH. Saturday,
March 8, 7 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town

Hall, 3279 Route 7. The Friends of the
Union Meeting Hall will host a special
screening of Craven's award-winning
1997 film based on the novel by Howard
Frank Mosher. Craven will introduce
the film followed by a post-screen Q &
A. Tickets, $12 in advance, available at
unionmeetinghall.org/programming-
and-events. Questions? Email
unionmeetinghall@gmail.com.

CHRIS BOHJALIAN BOOK RELEASE
CELEBRATION IN MIDDLEBURY. Sunday,
March 9, 4 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68

S. Pleasant St. Join Vermont Book Shop
and Vermont Public at to celebrate the
publication of New York Times bestselling
author — and our beloved neighbor and
friend — Chris Bohjalian's 25th novel, “The
Jackal's Mistress." Vermont Edition host
Mikaela Lefrak will interview Bohjalian

live on the theater's main stage. Q&A

to follow. Free. Registration required at
townhalltheater.org.

DOUGLAS BROOKS, BOATBUILDER

IN FERRISBURGH. Monday, March g, 2
p.m., Ferrisburgh Town Hall, 3279 Route
7. While stories of Vermont naval history
and commercial shipping

have been well documented,

the traditions of small boat

building from throughout our

state have remained untold.

The bulk of our historic boat

building traditions involves

Vermonters building their own

boats, whether for pleasure or

your gardens gorgeous under drier
conditions. Free and open to the public.

SEWING MACHINE BASICS IN
MONKTON. Tuesday, March 11, 6-7:30
p.m., Russell Memorial Library, 92
Monkton Ridge. Designed for 12-year-
olds to adults. You will be taught the

ins and outs of how a sewing machine
works and introduced to different types
of sewing machines from different eras
and makers. Learn the basics of how to
thread your machine, thread a bobbin
and how to solve troubleshooting
problems. Machines will be provided, but
you may bring your own sewing machine
if you wish. Email russellmemlibrary@
gmail.com to save your spot.

NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO PRESENTS:
THE MOTH IN MIDDLEBURY. Tuesday,
March 11, 7 p.m., Main Stage, Town Hall
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Listen to true
stories or share your own at our open-
mic storytelling competition! The night's
theme.. BEEF: Prepare a five-minute
story about bad blood. The petty
grievances that drive you mad, the cold
wars waged, long-standing grudges to
petty spats, tell us about the rivalries
that pushed your buttons. Blood-boiling
showdowns to simmering passive-
aggressive battles. Tickets $17.50,
available at townhalltheater.org.

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN
SHELBURNE. Thursday, March 13,

Addison Independent ARTS+LEISURE

Shelburne Farms. Hike around beautiful
Shelburne Farms and see farm animals,
great views, and perhaps some
beachcombing opportunities. Plan on
being out for about 4 hours and 6 miles
with minimal elevation gain. Group limit
of 8. Contact Helena Nicolay at sqrima@
gmail.com or 802-236-3541 for details &
to sign up. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

“THIN MAN” ON SCREEN IN
MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, March 13, 1
p.m., Middlebury Marquis Theater, 65
Main St. Join fellow community film
lovers to watch this month's Middlebury
Classic Film Club movie, followed by
short discussion of the film. As always,
the popcorn is on us.

“ADVENTURES ON A 38-FOOT
SAILBOAT” PRESENTATION IN
MONKTON. Thursday, March 13, 6:30
p.m., Russell Memorial Library, 92
Monkton Ridge. Longtime Monkton
residents Roger Wallace and Susan
DeSimone will share their adventure
of sailing to the Bahamas in 2022-2023
aboard Pathfinder, their 1983 Bristol,

a boat they rebuilt themselves. Come
hear their stories about dolphins, rays,
turtles and secluded Islands.

“THE ABSOLUTE BRIGHTNESS OF
LEONARD PELKEY" ON STAGE IN
MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, March 13,
7:30 p.m., Anderson Studio Theater,
Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St.

In this play by James Lecesne, Andrew
Ritter plays every character in a small
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New Jersey town as he unravels the
story of Leonard Pelkey, a tenaciously
optimistic and flamboyant 14-year-old
boy who goes missing. A luminous
force of nature whose magic is only
truly felt once he is gone. Leonard
becomes an unexpected inspiration
as the town's citizens question how
they live, who they love, and what they
leave behind. A MACo production.
Tickets: Standard $33/budget $28/
generous $39.

AUTHOR ELLIE BRYANT IN LINCOLN.
Friday, March 14, 4 p.m., Lincoln Library,
Rover Rd. Bryant will talk about her
book “Willie, Rum Running Queen,’

the true tale of notorious Prohibition
bootlegger Willie Carter Sharpe. During
Prohibition she rises from poverty to
the heights of fame and fortune in

the moonshine business. Eventually,
the law catches up to her and she

is brought to testify in the Great
Moonshine Conspiracy Trial of 1934.
Bryant will also share the story of how
she came to write this book and give
ideas to help you start your own story.

“THE ABSOLUTE BRIGHTNESS OF
LEONARD PELKEY"” ON STAGE IN
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, March 14, 7:30
p.m., Anderson Studio Theater, Town
Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. See
March 13 listing.

commercial use. The historical
record illuminating this subject
resides today mostly in family
stories and photo collections. In
this slide presentation, Douglas
Brooks shares his research on
these traditions, and his work in
recreating some of these historic
vessels.

SUPPORT
THE ARTS

Your subscriptions,
donations and

advertising
“GARDENING WITH CLIMATE
CHANGE” IN MIDDLEBURY. allows us to have
Tuesday, March 11, 1 p.m., the dedicated

Residence at Otter Creek,

50 Lodge Rd. As our climate
continues to change, we expect
our summers to be hotter and
drier. Quickly falling rain can
cause damaging runoff rather
than slowly soaking into the
soil. Join Sarah Salantino of Full
Circle Gardens in Essex for this
Middlebury Garden Club program
to explore ways we can prepare
for droughts. Her talk will give
you water-wise ideas, practices,
and perennial varieties to keep

coverage of the
arts scene in
Addison County.

Thank You!

SUBSCRIBE | DONATE | ADVERTISE

Town Hall Theater
Tickets & info: 802-382-9222
townhalltheater.org
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Participate with The Valley Players in Waitshield this March

The Valley Players are now accepting stories
for the 5th annual Mad River Story Slam, a
one-night-only show focusing on sharing
stories from real lives. This year's theme is
“Relationships” — true stories about exploring
the many facets of relationships: love, family,
friendships, and everything in between. Story
pitches will be accepted until tomorrow,
Friday, March 7.

Anyone interested in sharing their story

for possible performance should call (802)
583-1674 and choose mailbox #4 to share a
2-minute synopsis. Stories should be between
5 and 8 minutes long in their final form, well-
rehearsed and delivered without the use of
notes or props.

The performance will take place on Saturday,
April 5, at 7.30 p.m., at the Valley Players

Theater, 4254 Main Street (Rt. 100) in Waitsfield.

As in previous years, two Zoom workshops
will be available for those who want support
polishing their stories. These workshops have
been invaluable for helping people hone their
stories from their humble beginnings and

FROM PAGE 5

78 Chateau Road,

Middlebury

For hours and info
visit middlebury.edu/events
“To Save and Protect: Textile Conservation
for the Future.” Textiles and clothing are

some of the most sensitive items in museum

collections, and Middlebury College is the

proud owner of an historic teaching collection

of over 400 pieces of antique clothing and
accessories. This exhibition, presented

by students in THEA/HARC 1033 Historic
Clothing Practicum, explores ways in which
these valuable artifacts can be preserved

and protected from damaging elements, and

catalogued to make the collection digitally

available to a wider audience. Free and open

to all. On view through early March.

e&
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participation is encouraged. Workshops will
be held on Tuesday, March 11 and Tuesday,
March 25. Tickets for the performance will be
on sale soon.

On March 16, the Valley Players will present
a Scenic Painting Workshop with artist
Danielle Peveril from 1-4 p.m., at the Valley
Players Theater. Tailored for both beginners
and those with some painting experience,
this hands-on session will guide participants
through the essential techniques needed to
transform a simple set into a vivid, realistic
environment, focusing on mastering the craft
of painting highly realistic textures like stone,
brick, and metal — elements commonly used
in theatrical sets. In addition to learning the
step-by-step processes of achieving these
lifelike effects, participants will also delve
into the technical side of scenic painting,
including the proper use of tools, materials,
and safety practices. The workshop is for
participants ages 15 and up and there is a
pay-what-you-can tuition fee. Materials will
be provided. Register by March 8 by going to
valleyplayers.com.

37 Green St, Vergennes

For more info visit kgrantfineart.com.
“Mortal Coil,” featuring works by Misoo
Bang, Austin Furtak-Cole, Suzy Spence,
Kalin Thomas, Mollie Ward, and Corrine
Yonce. This six-person show explores the
human experience through the lens of self-
possession, connection, and vulnerability,
all rooted in the physicality of the body. On
view through April 26.

72 Porter Field Road, Middlebury

For more info visit middlebury.edu/museum/

exhibitions
“Rania Matar: SHE." The photographs of
Lebanese Palestinian American artist Rania
Matar — captured through car windows, in
abandoned buildings, snow-strewn fields,
or floating in the Mediterranean Sea —
tell the stories of young women through

portraits taken throughout Lebanon, France,

Egypt, and the United States. On view Feb.
14-April 20.

“MuseumLAB: Teaching with the
Collection.” Each year, professors in
departments ranging from Classics to

Auditions for the Valley Players summer
production of “As You Like It" by William
Shakespeare, will be held on Sunday March
30, at 4 p.m,, and Tuesday, April 1, at 6 p.m.

This classic tale of love, loss, and disguise

will be directed by Jeanne Beckwith, with
performance dates June 26-July 13. This classic
play is a romantic comedy set in the Forest

of Arden, where characters discover love,
identity, and forgiveness. Rosalind, disguised

as a boy, flees with her cousin and the court
jester to escape court politics. In the forest, she
encounters her love Orlando, who loves her

in return but doesn't recognize Rosiland in her
disguise. The story weaves together comedic
misunderstandings, philosophical musings, and
a love triangle, culminating in reconciliations,
revealed identities, and multiple weddings,
celebrating love's transformative power and

the joy of self-discovery. Roles are available for
actors ages 17 and up. Actors are encouraged to
audition for any role.

Go to valleyplayers.com for more information.
Questions about these opportunities can be
directed to valleyplayers@madriver.com.

Economics teach hundreds of students

in the largest classroom on campus:

the Middlebury College Museum of Art.
Discussing art produced throughout
history and around the globe offers
students perspective on the topic at hand
— and space to reflect on their own place
in today's complex world. On view Jan.
17-April 20.

3 Park Street, Middlebury

For more info visit photoplacegallery.com.
“Portraiture: Unveiling Identity” explores
portraits that transcend the surface,
revealing the often-hidden dimensions
of identity. Juror Jeff Curto selected
approximately 35 images for exhibition in
the Middlebury gallery, and 40 more for the
online gallery. On view March 7-28.

44 Main St., Middlebury

For more info visit sparrowartsupply.com
“All That Glitters.” Featuring nearly 40 local
artists, this New Year showcase highlights
eye-catching metallics, iridescence,
and the play of light, with works that
span subtle, soft glints to bold, radiant
statements. On view through April 5.



ACROSS
1. Cut a little bit off
5. State with
confidence
11. River in NE
Scotland
14. Not narrow
15. Lacking social
polish
16. Amount of time
17. Frame
19. Automobile
20. Toadstools
21. High school
dances
22, Utilize
23. Challenged
25. One-sided
27. Showing
extreme greed
31. Potted plants
34. Everyone has
one

PUZLL

35. Lake in
Botswana

38. ET. rode in one
39. Juniors' parents
41. Small amount
42. Mother of
Perseus

44. Ornamental box
45. Gov't
investigators

46. Uncertain

49. A cotton fabric
with a satiny finish
51. The vast grassy
plains in S. America
55. Your
consciousness of
your own identity
56. Noted consumer
advocate

60. Spanish sports
club

61. Body part

3 6 719
9
5 4
512 911
3
4
816
1 8 6|2

|
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62. Tractability

64. Woman (French)
65. Ready and
willing to be taught

DOWN

1. Brushed aside

2. Water sprite

3. Ones to look up
to

4. Monetary units
5. A number
everyone has

6. Marine
invertebrate

7. One who takes
you to court

8. Indicates outer
9. Parallelograms
10. Strains

11. Cross

12. A way to remove
13. Some pages are

Sudoku

3 Each Sudoku puzzle
consists of a gx9

grid that has been
subdivided into nine
smaller grids of 3x3
squares. To solve

the puzzle each row,
column and box must
contain each of the

5 numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles
come in three grades:
easy, medium and
difficult.

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 10.
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dog-__ 37. Drivers' licenses 54. Pennsylvania

18. Ukraine city

24. A citizen of
Denmark

26. Summer month
(abbr)

28. Hindu queens
29. Jewelry brand
30. Fictional rider of
Rohan

31. Wet dirt

32. Russian city

33. Observed

36. Furious

39. Musical
composition

40. Auction

43. They __

45. \Xomen

47. Inspire with love
48. Japanese ankle
sock

49. Appears

50. Old World lizard
52. The leading
performer

53. Type of protein

town

57. Art __: around
1920

58. __ Blyton,
children's author

59. Abnormal
breathing

63. A place to sleep
66. Muslim ruler title
67. Depressed

68. Gradually gave
way

69. Clear-thinking
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ASK A MASTER

GARDENER

hoosing seeds and starting your
own transplants are among the most
empowering ways to garden. Why
grow the same vegetable varieties
that you can buy at the grocery store
when there are so many others to
try?

BY AMY In addition, purchasing unique
SIMONE varieties of seeds encourages
growers to keep offering them. As
a bonus, diversity in your vegetable garden

BOOST VEGGIE DIVERSITY WITH SEEDS

can give our pollinators and other beneficial

insects a wider diet.

Perhaps you are looking for the ideal tomato
to slice fresh off the vine into your salads and
prefer them to be balanced between acidity

and sweetness. As you read the growers'
notes on various tomato varieties, focus on

the description of their flavors and uses and

let that guide you to a few options.

Among the choices between those perfect,

ting seeds and starting transplants
e best way to diversify a garden as
W will it provide a jump start on the

480N, but gardeners can try varieties
@y not be available to purchase at
garden centers.

PUZZLE
I U270
SOLUTIONS MaRrcH6,2025
ADD YOUR PIECE!

BE THE NEXT SPONSOR OF THE PUZZLE PAGE.
EMAIL CHRISTY@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM TO FIND OUT HOW.

Amy Simone is a UVM
Extension Master
Gardener from South
Burlington.

not-too-sweet, fresh eating tomatoes, there
also are options for hybrid, heirloom or
open-pollinated seeds.

Hybrid seeds, also referred to as F1 (first
generation off-spring) hybrids, are the result
of a controlled cross between two parent
plants of the same species carefully chosen
for their attributes. This is a lengthy process
that may take seven to eight years until a
consistent hybrid plant is achieved.

The seeds from this winning combination are
packaged and sold with a higher price tag.

In exchange for the extra cost are seeds with
‘hybrid vigor." These seeds germinate into
strong seedlings that become larger plants,
yield more fruit and are more resistant to the
common diseases and pests for that type of
plant.

To clarify, hybrids are not genetically
modified organisms, also called GMOs, as
some people may believe. GMOs are made
by modifying the plant's genetic material in
a lab.

The downside to hybrids is that to continue
to grow the variety that you like, you will
need to buy seeds for it each year. Seeds
saved and planted from F1 hybrids will not
result in the same plant.

Open-pollinated seeds, often noted as

OP on packets, are from plants that are
pollinated naturally by the wind and insects.
Seeds saved from these plants will grow
exactly the same variety. It's especially
easy to save the seeds of beans, lettuce,
tomatoes and peas for planting in future

PHOTO / AMY SIMONE SEE GARDEN ON PAGE 11
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GARDEN

COINININEIZP) FROM PAGE 10

seasons since these are self-pollinating
plants.

Heirloom seeds are open-pollinated
plants that were developed naturally
outside of the commercial plant trade.
Heirloom plants often have been saved
and replanted for more than 50 years, and
there is usually an interesting backstory to
how that variety developed.

Standard and heirloom open-pollinated
seeds will yield stable traits from
generation to generation. Many people
feel that their flavor is superior to that
of hybrids. They are less expensive than
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hybrids, especially when you save their
seeds for the following year's crop.

If saving seeds is important to you, there
is likely an open-pollinated variety with
the desired attributes that is similar
enough to a hybrid that you like.

Hybrid varieties may be better if you have
a smaller garden and want to get more
yield from fewer plants. Open-pollinated
plants will offer more varieties that focus
on taste and uniqueness. There is room in
your garden for both.

Most importantly, embrace the power to
expand the diversity of vegetables that
you grow by selecting your own seeds.

For questions about seeds, seed starting
and other gardening topics, feel free to

reach out the Extension Master Gardener
Helpline at go.uvm.edu/gardenquestion.

Growing different tomato varieties allows gardeners to enjoy a wider range of unique flavors and

ripening times throughout the growing season.

PLANT
YOURSELF
HERL.

Catch the
attention of our
Garden Page
readers!

Call us today to find out how.

802-388-4944

PHOTO / AMY SIMONE

Paws To Consider

with Dr. Bri Letaw, Medical Director, )
Bristol Animal Hospital

Bristol Animal Hospital, 167 Monkton Rd., Bristol
(802) 588-7138T » https://bristolvtvet.com

Pets In Need

HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Daisy

Daisy is a super sweet, goofy pit bull

mix. She absolutely loves people

and will wiggle her body out of

excitement to say hello. Toys are

her favorite, and she will gladly play

fetch and tug. Daisy is housebroken

and walks well on a leash. In her pre-

vious home, she didn’t get along with

the other female dog. She’s fine with male

dogs and has been around young children regularly. Daisy
likes to chase cats. She’s looking for an active family that can
give her endless cuddles!

Graham

Graham is a silly adolescent trying
to navigate life with his long legs.
At only 1 year old, he’s still working
on his manners. He knows some
basic commands and absolutely
loves to snuggle. Although he’s 55
pounds, Graham thinks he’s a lap dog
and will happily sit with you and give kiss-
es. Squeaky toys are real fun, and he’s very treat-motivated.
Graham did not get along with the cats in his previous home.
He would probably be fine with older teenagers. His history
with other dogs is unknown.

Maggie

Maggie may seem shy at first,

but she adores people once she’s

gotten to know them. At only 47

pounds, she’s a perfect petite

pittie waiting for a lap to cuddle on.

Maggie doesn’t get along with other

dogs. Her history with cats and kids is

unknown. She is housebroken and loves

treats & toys. Give her pets, and she will be your forever friend.

Spade

Spade is a friendly boy who is
looking for a family who will give
him time and patience to come out
of his shell. He warms up with some
gentle petting and will roll over to
show you his belly! He gets along with
other cats, but we are unsure about
dogs.

Tess

Tess is a very affectionate 8-year-
old gal. She loves to give kisses and
thoroughly enjoys breakfast timel!
Tess would do best in a quiet home
with no other animals or children.

Want to learn more?
Call or check our website. We may have a pet for you!
802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT
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(2028 MID-WINTER COLORING + DECORATING CONTEST |

Color and decorate this frosty
picture however your

heart desires!

Use the one here, make photocopies,
or grab a printable version from
addisonindependent.com/contests.

Once your chilly masterpiece
is complete, submit it:

By Email:
contests@addisonindependent.com

By Mail or In Person:
Addison Independent, 58 Maple
Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

Deadline for Entries:
Monday, March 17th

Two lucky winners from each age
group will win a snow-tastic prize
from our wonderful contest
sponsors. Winners will be announced
in the March 20th edition of the I Name: Age:

Addison Independent. !

: Parent/Guardian’s name:

Swing by our office between 9 AM and : Address:
4 PM to collect your artwork and
prizes by March 31st.

: City: State: Zip:

: Email:

.
Many thanks to our sponsers: | Age Group: unders [ 6 [ 78 [ o1 [ J12as [ i Adut |
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

NEXT DOOR

Chandler Center’s ‘Our Town' blends Wilder with Noah Kahan

The Chandler Center for the Arts presents

a unique, Vermont-centric production of
Thornton Wilder's “Our Town," that opened

on Feb. 28, and will run through March g, at
Chandler Center for the Arts, 71 N Main Street
in Randolph. Tradition has its virtues, but while
this timeless American play is still set in the
fictional New England town of Grover' Corners
and reflects rural life's most precious moments,
it is not quite the "Our Town" that millions have
read in school or seen on stages in the near-
century since its 1938 Broadway premiere. This
“Our Town" will weave two new locally inspired
elements into the theatrical experience.

‘In Chandler's new production, gone are the
period costumes, the morose church hymns,
and the folksy exaggerated sentimentality,”
said Ben Rapson, the show's director and
lead actor as ‘The Stage Manager'. “Wilder's
script begs to play its own role in our modern
Vermont lives.”

The production will incorporate live covers

of three songs written and made popular

by this generation’s native son of Vermont,
and Grammy-nominated musical artist Noah
Kahan. And just next door the acclaimed
traveling exhibit from the Smithsonian
Institution about small town life, both past and
present, will welcome viewers.

Audiences are invited to explore the

Jessamine Kelley, Beatrice Scott, Emelia Palmisano, and
Mark Rosalbo rehearse a scene from "Our Town" presented by
the Chandler Center in Randolph.

PHOTO / RAMSEY PAPP

Smithsonian Institution's “Crossroads:
Change in Rural America”’ exhibit in the
Chandler art gallery, on view until March 23.

Rapson was struck early in pre-production
with a realization. “Noah's songwriting speaks
to so many of us in Randolph and the rest

of Vermont, in the same way that Thornton
Wilder's words perfectly capture something
eternal about being a human with a northern
attitude. We're really taking that Wilder-
Kahan kismet and running with it. And I'm
thrilled to say we received Noah's personal
blessing to cover his songs in our show — a
truly serendipitous benefit to the nature of
community in our state

Along with the show's music director Ryder
Musselman, Rapson, the cast, and a live
bluegrass band, the company is poised to
create a rich, emotional soundscape that
complements the heart of the play. Together,
Kahan's music and Wilder's exploration of
love, loss, and the afterlife offer comfort and
reflection to anyone who has ever pondered
life's fragility or feared death.

Chandler's gallery offering of the Smithsonian
Institution’s exhibit in tandem with a unique
production of "Our Town" promises more
than a theatrical experience: it's a love letter
to Vermont and a must-see for locals and
visitors alike.

UPCOMING
PERFORMANCES:
FRIDAY, MARCH 7, AT 7 PM.

SATURDAY, MARCH 8, AT 7 P.M.
SUNDAY, MARCH 9, AT 2 P.M.

Adult general admission:
$20 advance, $25 at the door.
Student admission: $15.
Kids 12 & younger admission: free.

Ben Rapson as Stage Manager.
PHOTO / JESS RHOADES

Tickets are on sale at chandler-arts.org/
ourtown.

/
CAST & CREW:

\
ENSEMBLE:

-

Director: Ben Rapson
Producers: Erica Robinson &
Killian White

Music Director: Ryder
Musselman

Costume Designer: Kate
Branstetter

Hair Stylist: Melissa Smith
Makeup Designer: Erica Dana
Scenic Designer: Shannon
Sanborn

Stage Manager: Samantha
Augustus

Lighting/Sound Designer:
Jon Madden

Stage Manager: Ben Rapson
Emily Webb: Beatrice Scott
Mrs. Webb: Jessamine Kelley
Mr. Webb: Mark Rosalbo

George Gibbs: Caleb Paige
Mrs. Gibbs: Rita Champion
Dr. Gibbs: Rob Marois

Simon Stimson: Steve
Augustus

Howie Newsome: Max
Dybvig

Constable Warren: Roger
Benham

Mrs. Soames: Lana Wood
Sam Craig: Raymond Merrill
Joe Stoddard: Eric Dickerson
Rebecca Gibbs: Hayley
Sherman

Winnie Webb: Emelia
Palmisano

Professor Willard: Lisa Foley
Joe Jr and Si Crowell: Jasper
Smith

\¥hitney Bowers
Ella Roberts
Annie Hutchinson
Leanne Hoppe
Leila Hoppe
Sonia Bond
Laura Rooney
Cassidy Seidler
Karina Lee

Anne Kaplan
Nancy Murray
Naomi Peterson
Amy Urana
James Greenleaf
Jeanne Ward
Ramsey Papp
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Real
Estate

RIPTON NEW LISTING!
2430 NORTH BRANCH ROAD

MLS #5030370 | residential
MLS #5030371 | commercial
112.10 AC | $2,699,000

Whether you're searching for a
family compound with income
potential or a hospitality lifestyle,
the Robert Frost Mountain Cabins
offer a blend of rustic charm

and modern convenience, with
significant potential for expansion
and diverse income opportunities.
Including: primary residence, an
accessory dwelling unit (ADU), a
multi-purpose building, seven timber
frame cabins (with permits for three
more), and various utility buildings.
The property offers stunning views of
the Green Mountain National Forest
and features modern amenities

like high-speed fiber internet, EV
chargers, and a solar array. The
two-bedroom guest cabins have
fully equipped kitchens, a bathroom,
sitting areas and screened-in
porches. Guest amenities include

a 6-person hot tub, trails, campfire
pits, and access to foot trails and
the VAST Snowmobile Trail Nefwork.
Nearby to the Middlebury College
Snowbowl, Rikert Touring Center
and miles of hiking and biking.

With a high occupancy rate and
manageable business model, this

is a proven business opportunity.

BRANDON NEW LISTING!
51 PEARL STREET

MLS #5030608 | $649,000
4BD | 4BA | 2388 SF | 0.36 ACRES

Century-old, fully renovated classic
Vermont farmhouse. Nestled in
picturesque Brandon, this beauty

is move-in ready for year-round or
seasonal living. Newer roof, windows,
doors, floors, plumbing and wiring
mean you can focus on enjoying the
local amenities and outdoor activities
of your new town and community.
The list of special details, upgrades,
and charming features is extensive
from state-of-the-art appliances to
the wood burning stove, reclaimed
timber beams, polished hardwood
and custom cabineftry. Bonus
separate living area with its own
bath and kitchenette. Close to Lake
Dunmore and Killington ski area.

ipjrealestate.com

34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com | 802.388.4242

IT TAKES MORE

THAN LUCK!

Our dedicated sales team can connect
you with Addison County homebuyers,
sellers & professionals.

CONTACT US TODAY TO LEARN MORE!

ads@addisonindependent.com

creative real estate solutions
IRENE POOLE, REALTOR®

802-989-5563 | IreneVTRE.com

EQUAL
-HOUSING —/;{‘
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended
which makes it illegal to advertise “any
preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, national origin,
sexual orientation, or persons receiving
public assistance, or an intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertisement for real estate
which is in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper
are available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination, call
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

Broker/Realtor ®

the REAL ESTATE COMPANY

Whether you're looking to sell or ready to buy,
let one of our professional and knowledgeable

agents get to workﬁ;’YOU!

Jill Fraga Danelle Birong
Broker/Realtor ®

WWW. féRealEstateCompanyVT.com

THREE MAIN STREET | BRISTOL, VERMONT 05443
802.452.6161

0/ VERMONT

Tammy Peterson
Salesperson/Realtor ®
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SPRING IS A GREAT TIME TO SELL YOUR HOUSE!

VT LAND 250+/- acres

*Hardwood forest
*Pond site
*Trout stream
Panoramic view
. . ARCH 9, 2025
in beautiful SPRIN
Brandon, Vermont FORWARD
This property is 250 +/- acres of undeveloped land. 802'877'11 34 + WWW.REVT4u.com
. . OUR FOREVER REALTORS,
LOCﬂted on CObb Hlll Road n Brandon VT. We are a designated agency brokerage. BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS ONE HOME AT A TIME!
$1,300,000.
This unique property is located at the far northern end Get th e Ad dy IN d y
of the Taconic Mountain Range in Brandon, Vermont.
Views from the top include the Taconic, Green and Adirondack
Mountain Ranges, as well as the Champlain Valley and Vermont
Valley. The timber on this property is primarily a mix of high value
hardwood species, dominated by sugar maple and northern red oak.
Located at the end of a dead end road, this parcel offers great privacy.

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

1956 ROUTE 73 EAST, SUDBURY, VT - MLS #5030584 - $649,000

Situated on 18.2 gently sloping acres, this well-maintained classic Gambrel-style home provides

breathtaking views of the Green Mountains and the surrounding landscape. Cozy up with a book in
the family room by the built-in fireplace or in the oversized living room with a picture window that
floods the interior with natural light. Attached to the breezeway is a two car garage which includes
extra storage space above. Do you like to garden? This home also features a glass paneled
greenhouse for gardening enthusiasts. New roof and new paint in the entire exterior in 2024.

70 Court Street, Middlebury, VT
802-989-7522 | ChamplainValleyProperty.net
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Tickets: $17.50

Live Storytelling at Town Hall Theater

The Moth StorySLAM!
Tuesday March 11th Doors 6:30pm, Stories 7pm

Cash bar available throughout the event.

March into spring with
Town Hall Theater!

An Elton John & Billy Joel Tribute

Billy and the Jets
Friday March 28th 7:30-10pm
Town Hall Theater’s Rothrock Main Stage
Tickets: Student $15 | Adult $20

A spectacular live concert celebrating the hits of
songwriting and piano-playing music legends Elton John
and Billy Joel, performed by beloved Massachusetts-based
band Billy and the Jets. In an astonishing tribute, this show
will have audience members dancing and singing along
(though sitting and observing is welcome too!).

Find out why this band has developed an enthusiastic
following, and don’t miss their Vermont premiere.

This concert is sponsored and presented in
partnership with WVTK-92.1FM Radio.
Dance floor and seating available.
Cash bar available throughout the event.

Listen to true stories or share your own at this open-mic
storytelling competition from the nationally recognized,
award-winning storytelling series THE MOTH.

The theme is BEEF.

Prepare a five-minute story about bad blood. The
petty grievances that drive you mad, the cold wars waged,
long-standing grudges to petty spats, tell us about the rivalries
that pushed your buttons.

Whether it's a feud with a neighbor, an old friend turned
frenemy, or a silent standoff that's gone on way too long.

\IT Public & VT Book
Shop Present
Book Talk with

Chris Bohjalian
Mar 9 @ 4pm

Sponsored by

Middlebury Acting
Company Presents
The Absolute
Brightness of

Leonard Pelkey
Mar 13-16 & Mar 21-23

What’s Coming Up

MNFF Selects Great Art Jackson Gallery Champlain
Presents Wednesday MUHS IB Art Philharmonic
No Country for The Dawn of Exhibition Orchestra
Old Men Impressionism  Mar 28 @5pm With Diana
Mar 16 @ 3pm Mar 19 @ 11am Show Mar 24 - Apr 2 Fanning

Mar 29 @ 7:30pm

Tickets: townhalltheater.org = 802-382-9222 = 72-76 Merchants Row, Middlebury, VT 05753

Follow us on IG @thtmidd and FB @townhalltheatervt.

THT would like to thank The Vermont Arts Council and those who have donated to Membership. We couldn’t do this without you!
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