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What’s in a name? A sense of familiarity, 
goodwill and trust if you can attach a name to a 
face at a local company where you do business. 
Whether you go into a store once a week or 
once in a while, it is always nice to know the 
name of the employee who greets you at the 
door, or the person offering advice on a product 
or service, or the staffer behind the cash register.

Part of the value of living in a small 
community is getting to know the people 
around you. We want to help you get to know 
the people who offer you goods and services 
right here in Addison County and Brandon. The 
pages in this four-part “Profiles in Community” 
section will help introduce you to more of those 
people so you can feel proud, connected and 
comfortable with those who provide important 
products and services in our area.

Community is at the core of what makes 
Vermont such an extraordinary place to live. 

Knowing the name or some tidbit of 
information about your neighbor, shopkeeper, 
hairdresser, banker or car mechanic is what 
helps us stick together. 

We generally find that it’s easier to engage in 
public conversations and to volunteer your time 
and efforts for the community good if you know 
that your voice can actually make a difference; 
this is what keeps us engaged. And matching 
the names and faces is part of what makes this 
community run and makes it an enjoyable place 
to live.

Over the last couple years we’ve all seen 
the importance of supporting one another in 
our local community. We’ve seen how each 
individual and each business, institution and 
organization has a role to play that’s unique and 
important. And through each of our efforts, we 
create a vibrant community. 

Please take some time to page through this 
thick special supplement and put names to some 
of the faces you see around town. Reflect on 
the importance of working together to make our 
towns and state a great place to live and work.

For nearly four decades, the Addison County 
Independent has published this special section 
to help our readers know a little bit more about 
the people who play such a vital role in our 
communities. In this year’s section, we visited 
more than 100 area businesses to take their 
photos, introduce their teams and tell their 
unique stories. While the details of each story 
varies, the general theme is the same — hard-
working employees and employers make our 
local businesses a success.

Our community is filled with neighbors 
and friends who provide crucial services and 
products; get to know them and patronize their 
businesses.

— The Editors

About this issue:

The Addison Independent • July 27, 2023

LIST OF ADVERTISERS
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Meet the Addy Indy drivers! Pictured left to right: 
Gene Delorenzo, Dennis Smith and John Ebert.

Meet the Addy Indy team! Back row, left to right: John McCright (news), Gene Delorenzo 
(driver), Vicki Nolette (accounts receivable), Jenna Hunsinger (advertising), Jesse Norford 
(advertising). Middle row, left to right: Tom Van Sant (advertising), Megan James (digital / 
MiniBury), Amelia Seepersaud (intern), Sarah Pope (copy editor), Sophia Afsar-Keshmiri 
(intern), Marin Howell (news), Angelo Lynn (publisher), John Flowers (news). Front row, left to 
right: Sue Miller (graphics), Andy Kirkaldy (news / sports), Katy Foote (advertising), Sue Leggett 
(graphics), Sadie Messenger (front desk / circulation), Christy Lynn (advertising / co-publisher), 
Sequoia (one of our office pups), Elsie Lynn Parini (Arts+Leisure, co-publisher). Not pictured: 
Katie Hewes (bookkeeper).

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

rom the Addison County Independent’s first 
issue in 1946 to today our mission has been 
the same: to report the day-to-day events 
of the county and serve as a mirror that 

reflects life as it’s being lived throughout 
Addison County. 

We do that by covering town and school news, 
sports, social news, events, arts and leisure, 
business and professional news, letters and 
commentary — and almost 50 special sections 
that put a focus on important aspects of our 
communities.
As we have for the past 77 years, we invite you 
to join us five days a week to learn about your 
neighbors, schools and community. 
And, yes, that’s FIVE days a week. For those 
of you who don’t receive our four newsletters 
(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday), please 
go to addisonindependent.com and sign up for 
the newsletters at the top of the screen. It not 
only allows us to be in regular touch with our 
subscribers (and those of you just browsing), 
but it’s the source of breaking news. Plus, the 
newsletters are free!
We work hard at covering as much of the news 
of Addison County as we possibly can all with 
the hope that the most complete picture of the 
county will yield strong, resilient, respectful 
and fun-loving communities. If you’re not part 
of that picture, join us today by becoming a 
subscriber and Addy Indy supporter!

From thE PrESS

Youto

The Addison Independent is supported by our advertisers,  
subscribers and donors. Learn more at addisonindependent.com.

THANK YOU

connEct With uS onlinE 
@addiSonIndEpEndEnt

802-388-4944
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Elderly ServicesElderly Services
Supporting Elders and Families since 1981Supporting Elders and Families since 1981

WE INVITE YOU TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR PROGRAMS
AND SERVICES FOR OUR AREA ELDERS, CAREGIVERS, AND FAMILIES

AT  WWW.ELDERLYSERVICES.ORG OR CALL 388-3983

Elderly Services and Project Independence Celebrate
our long-time Executive Director Joanne Corbett

and welcome our new Executive Director, Kristin Bolton.  

Left to Right: Amey Ryan, Beth Stanway, Courtney DeBisschop, Sarah Peluso

I P J R E A L E S T A T E . C O M 
34 MAIN ST  |  MIDDLEBURY, VT
INFO@IPJREALESTATE.COM @ipjrealestate

Dedicated to community, clients and customers.
Passionate about the Addison County lifestyle. 

Committed to the industry.

Striving to meet the very 
highest standards 
in all that we do.

At IPJ Real Estate we do things differently. We take the time 
necessary. We handle every situation with care, kindness and 

competence. We take pride in your goals as though they are our 
own. It’s a fast paced market out there - you can count on us to 

keep you in stride and ahead of the pack.   

THE MIDDLEBURY NEW FILMMAKERS 
FESTIVAL TEAM INVITES OUR COMMUNITY  
TO EXPERIENCE 

FIVE FULL DAYS OF 
FILMS, FESTIVITIES 
AND FUN.
SEE YOU AT THE FEST!

WED-SUN  AUGUST 23-27
GET FEST PASSES, DAY PASSES AND INFO 

middfilmfest.org      middfilmfest

656 Exchange St., Suite 6, Middlebury
(802) 388-6427  •  mrmikescleaningservicevt.com

Mr. Mike’s
CLEANING SERVICE, INC.

Servicing Local Businesses Since 1991

Commercial & Industrial Cleaning

Carpet Cleaning

Floor Sweeping & Waxing      

Window Cleaning

Janitorial Services

New Construction Cleanup

Available 7 Days a Week 
Specializing In:

Bonded and Insured  •  Using Green Cleaning Products
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175 Main St., Vergennes, VT
802-877-2320 www.lindasapparel.com

Mon-Sat. 9:30-5:30, Sun. 11-3

Linda’s Apparel and 
Men’s Corner shops 
specialize in quality 
clothing for women,
 men and children. 
We also have a great 
selection of accessories 
– jewelry, handbags, 
shoes, and more! 
A friendly face will 
always greet you at 
Linda’s to help you 
with your fashion needs. 

Back row, left to right Sarah Ayers, Allison Stetzel, Tara Zirk 
Front row Linda Cook, Nicole Newcomb and Debbi Smith

M c L E O D  A R C H I T E C T S
www.mcleod-architects.com 
3 Frog Hollow Alley Middlebury, VT 

Addison Wellness and Turner Hand Therapy have been serving 
Addison County and its neighboring counties for more than 2 
decades!  Whether you are recovering from an injury, wishing to 
enhance your sports performance or seeking to achieve greater 
mobility, WE CAN HELP! We believe that education is good 
medicine and we strive to assist our patients in learning from, and 
listening to, their own bodies. Our aim is to treat all of our patients 
with the kindness and compassion they deserve while also having 
some fun along the way! Please call for more details!

(802) 388-3533
www.addisonwellnesspt.com

231 Court Street, Middlebury

Addison Wellness, Inc.
dba

wells physical therapy

From left to right: Andrea Blodgett, Terry LaCava, Tracy Horne, Jodi Eddy, Lisa Perkins, Matt Horne

By SOPHIA AFSAR-KESHMIRI 
BRANDON — Pete Brooks, 

35, Andrew Gates, 39, and 
Riker Wikoff, 33, who together 
founded Brandon’s Red Clover 
Ale Co., are about to make their 
250th batch of beer. 

Their timing didn’t make it easy. 
The milestone approaches after 
several years of reconstruction 
on Route 7 through the 
downtown followed by a couple 
years dampened by COVID-19. 
The trio considers this their first 
“normal” year since opening the 
Central Street brewery in 2018.

“The town was under 
construction for our first year,” 
Brooks said. “Having that be our 
first year, we were always kind of 
amazed that people could even 
get to us.” 

Things were looking good 
for the brewery following the 
completion of construction, but 
shortly thereafter COVID hit. 

At the time, the brewery had 
just received its second national 
accolade: It was designated a 
USA Today top 10 new brewery, 
which came just two years 
following a similar award from 
Hop Culture Magazine.  

The good news, then, was 
that craft beer lovers knew Red 
Clover was brewing some of 
the best beer in the nation. The 
not-so-good news, said Red 
Clover’s owners, was that the 
pandemic seriously affected the 
community atmosphere they 
cherish. 

When they were forced to 
close their doors to the public, 
they say their sales remained 
steady, but the sense of 
community temporarily faded 
and forced new tactics.

 “We just started packaging 
everything,” Wikoff said.  

Instead of the conversations 
and the face-time with customers 
the owners value, their days were 
filled with growler fills, curbside 
pickup and online or over-the-
phone orders. 

As COVID restrictions eased, 
Brooks, Gates and Wikoff 
opened a beer garden across the 
street in Green Park. 

With the pandemic officially 
over, the trio has been able to 
reestablish a strong sense of 
community in their taproom 
— one of the aspects they love 
about running Red Clover.

Today, their slate-blue, red 
clover-covered, farm-inspired 
space is filled with liveliness.  

On Thursdays, a small corner 
of the taproom becomes a 
stage for open mic night: “Every 
Thursday, 6 to 8:30, sometimes 
nine,” Gates said, adding the 
number of performances can 
range from five to 20. 

“It’s a really incredible amount 
of talent. And that’s always a lot 
of fun, brings 
out a lot of 
people,” he 
says. 

It’s so fun, 
he says the 
w e e k n i g h t 
has become 
their busiest. 
“Which is 
kind of crazy,” 
Gates added.

The open-
mic night has 
even been the 
origin story for 
some local bands. 

“The open mic, sort of house 
drummer Walter, is like drumming 
for every band. Anyone who 
wants to play a show, they’re 
like, hey, will you drum for me,” 
Gates said. 

He recalled a recent open mic 
where somebody performed 
with unique accompaniment — 
her baby on her back. 

This anecdote is testament 
to the family atmosphere the 
Red Clover taproom touts. The 
brewery encourages families 
with children to come in, and add 
to the family vibe by bringing 
their own kids to join the fun. 

“We all have young kids,” 
Wikoff said. “We want it to be 
a space that you can bring your 
kids to.”

Adding to the family 
atmosphere, Gates’s 9-year-
old daughter has already been 
recruited to help out. 

“My daughter works with 
me most Saturdays … so she’ll 
run the register and do tables,” 
Gates said. 

“She makes sure to point out 
her Tip Jar too,” Brooks chimed 
in.   

On Fridays the brewery 
normally hosts trivia, while 
Saturday features food, music 
and beer gardens “as often as 
… we can.” Meanwhile, Sunday 
afternoons are for board games 
— an underrated event. 

“We don’t really get to talk 
about it enough … We signed 
out a bunch of board games from 
the library … so we have tons … 

available. And 
it’s kind of like 
a day just to 
hang out, play 
board games, 
drink some 
beer… plus 
we’ll have a 
DJ work on 
those days,” 
Gates said. 

Their small 
staff is one 
attribute they 
feel sets them 
apart. 

“It’s just us,” said Brooks, 
adding, “I think people like when 
they come here that it’s one 
of the three of us that they’re 
chatting with each time.” 

Other than the three owners, 
the brewery has one other 
employee. 

“We just hired an employee 
for Sundays, but she’s awesome 
too,” Brooks said.  
GET TO KNOW YOU

Gates reiterated the value of 
getting to talk face-to-face with 
customers. 

“You buy beer on a shelf, you 
have no idea what it’s gonna 
be like, you have no idea what 
you’re gonna be tasting, what’s 
in it.

“You come here, and we’re 
having that conversation. I think 
that conversation is a huge 
thing.”

Gates stressed that what 
the brewery calls the high 

“drinkability” of their beer also 
sets them apart. He says part of 
this comes from not trying to fit 
any specific niche.

“A lot of places always strive to 
go through, like the extremes of a 
style or like have a flavor. Rather 
than targeting the extremes, our 
target is just (producing) the 
best example of that (a style).”

“We have some very low 
alcohol beers, we have IPAs, we 
have pils … drinkability is such 
an important thing. It’s great to 
have that random 12% IPA, but 
most times, I want a 5.5% beer 
that I can just drink a couple of.”

Gates says the effect 
of focusing on the beer’s 
“drinkability” is “really awesome.” 

“It makes it so that even the 
people that come in on a daily 
basis, are true regulars, they 
don’t get sick of our beer.”
THOUGHTS OF EXPANSION?

With the taproom busy and 
their beers earning national 
accolades, is the brewery 
considering expansion? Maybe. 

“Trying to figure out the best 
way to (expand) isn’t easy… 
because we love the model we 
have set up right now, lifestyle 
wise, and just not feeling like we 

THE THREE RED Clover Ale owners — from left, Andrew Gates, Pete Brooks and Riker Wikoff — make 
up three quarters of the Brandon brewery’s staff. Since opening in 2018 they’ve tried to create a place where 
customers can appreciate a relaxing time and get easy accessibility to the three of them. 

Independent photo/Sophia Afsar-Keshmiri

have to make a certain amount 
of beer,” Brooks said. 

But expansion could mean a 
few more places to pick up their 
product.  

“If we increase productivity 
… we’ll have some additional 
beer to be able to distribute out. 
Probably still be limited,” said 
Gates, as he contemplated the 
prospect.  

But, he added, they’re not 
keen to grow out of their current 
location. 

“We would like to keep this 
Taproom as long as we can. We 
really love this Taproom.”

Brandon brewhouse Red Clover 
Ale builds community

“You buy beer on a shelf, 
you have no idea what it’s 
gonna be like, you have no 
idea what you’re gonna 
be tasting, what’s in it. 
You come here, and we’re 
having that conversation. 
I think that conversation is 
a huge thing.”

— Andrew Gates
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16 Creek Rd., Middlebury • 802-388-6054
Mon.-Fri. 7:15-5:30 • Sat. 8-3

www.countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

Paint  •  Window Treatments 
Wood  •  Hard Surfaces  •  Carpet  •  Tile

Sundries for All Your Projects

The Experienced Team 
You Can Count On!

You can count on the Countryside team for both 
consistency, and decades of design experience. 

For everything you need for any project, we’ll be 
here when you need good advice.

Darcie, Janice, Eric, Brian, Seth, Kristen

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol, VT 05443 
For information on all your energy needs, please call us at: 

802-453-2381 or www.JackmansInc.com

93 years of business in Bristol, VT!93 years of business in Bristol, VT!  

 Monday – Friday 7:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. year ‘round.  •  24 Hour Service

MITSUBISHI DIAMOND DEALER

• LP Gas
• Wood Pellets (LG & Currans & Lacretes)
•	Cold	Climate	heat	Pumps	Installation
• A/C Repair
• Full Plumbing Install/Service
• Kohler Generators
• Coal
•	On	and	Off	Road	Diesel	–	retail	pumps	
at	our	office	in	Bristol,	VT!

•	Installation	of	Heating	Systems,	Gas	Hot	
Water heaters and L.P. room heaters

• Furnace Service
•	Hot	Water	Tank	installation	and	service
• Pellet Stoves
•	Generac	Generator	Dealer
•	Efficiency	of	Vermont	Network	Dealer
•	Natural	Gas	Certified

JACKMAN’S PRODUCTS & SERVICES:
Furnace Failure?	If	your	furnace	system	fails	during	the	winter,	we	
have	the	ability	and	equipment	to	provide	you	with	temporary	heat.	

ONLINE BILL PAYMENT & PAPERLESS BILLING –	All	you	need	is	the	
registration	code	from	your	new	bill
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32 Merchants Row, Middlebury, VT
802-388-9836  •  www.vtregroup.com

Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

NEIL MACKEY
(802) 238-3865

neilmackey@vtregroup.com

DEB HILLMAN
(802) 989-2962

debhillman@vtregroup.com

AMY YOUNG
(802) 345-8490

amyyoung@vtregroup.com

JEFF OLSON
(802) 989-9441

jeffolson@vtregroup.com

MANDY HODSON
Office Manager
802-388-9836

SUE MACKEY
(802) 989-1417

suemackey@vtregroup.com

LIZ MARINO
(802) 989-1043

lizmarino@vtregroup.com

LISA SARGENT
(802) 989-8880

lisasargent@vtregroup.com

JAN BARK
(802) 989-0002 

janbark@vtregroup.com

NIKHIL PLOUFFE
(802) 458-2968

Nikhilplouffe@vtregroup.com

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Vermont Realty Group

GEORGE BREWER
802-922-2127

georgebrewer@vtregroup.com

SUE  WALSH
(802) 989-3435

suewalsh@vtregroup.com

JAN JACOBS 
(802) 373-0585

janjacobs@vtregroup.com

   The name Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Vermont 

Realty Group represents a 
group of the finest real estate 
professionals in Vermont. They 
are one of Vermont’s top real 
estate companies and have 
continuously been ranked 

among the top companies in 
Vermont and in the nation.

     Since June 1st 2021 experienced Real Estate agents 
Liz Marino, Jan Bark, Amy Young, Deb Hillman, Nikhil 

Plouffe, Sue Walsh and new agent Jan Jacobs have worked 
along with Brokers Neil Mackey, Sue Mackey, Jeff Olson, 
George Brewer and Managing Broker Lisa Sargent at their 
downtown office location at 32 Merchants Row. This group 

of dedicated and knowledgeable Realtors is ready and 
willing to help you with all of your real estate needs and 

questions in this ever-changing real estate market.

We are a family-owned and 
operated, full-service fl orist in 
Middlebury, VT. We have been 
proudly serving our community for 
four generations and are 
dedicated to providing our 
customers with the most beautiful 
arrangements for every occasion. 
Cole’s Flowers delivers courteous, 
professional service and the 
highest quality fl oral and gift items 
around. Whether you’re looking for 
a birthday gift, wedding fl owers or 
funeral tribute, look no further than 
Cole’s Flowers.

21 MacIntyre Lane Middlebury, VT 05753
(802) 388-4003

www.colesmiddleburyfl owers.com

Monday – Friday, 8:30am – 5:30pm; 
Saturday by appointment; Sunday, closed

198 Court St., Middlebury  VT 05753 • (802) 388-7145
MONDAY-SATURDAY 9AM-6PM  •  SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

MIDDLEBURY’SMIDDLEBURY’S
VARIETY STOREVARIETY STORE

Pictured are, left to right: Edward Havens, Farhad Khan, and Amtul Khan (owners), and Laura Cordova.

Established in 1995, we are the only independent and the largest Dollar/Discount store in Vermont. 
We carry an extensive selection of your Arts and Craft needs, serving the area between Burlington

 and Rutland. We are your Party Headquarters with a great selection of Balloons at affordable prices. 

Our retail categories include: 
• Lawn and Garden 
• Summer fun 
• Halloween
• Fall Harvest 
• Christmas and holidays
• School and business supplies
• And everything in between.
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Follow us on IG @thtmidd and FB @townhalltheatervt.
We would like to sincerely thank the Addison Independent and Otter 

Creek Awnings for their support this season!

Sponsored by

Tickets: townhalltheater.org  
802-382-9222

68 S Pleasant St, Middlebury, VT 05753

Town Hall Theater (THT) is a non-profit multi-disciplinary performing 
arts center and historic landmark in Middlebury, Vermont. As a regional 
home for the arts, THT presents more than 165 events per year, as well 
as youth and adult classes in the arts. We use our 232-seat theater and 
main stage, gallery, and studio space to the fullest extent, and place a 
priority on providing arts access for all. We showcase plays, live music, 
dance, film, opera, musicals, visual art, readings, talks, community 
events, and all-ages education. 

Our mission is to contribute to a thriving community in Addison 
County by presenting a diverse array of high-quality arts 
programming that educates, entertains, and inspires. Whether 
developing our own productions or collaborating with our dozen resident 
companies and other community partners, THT is a critical connector 
of artists, audiences, and students and a maker of creative, 
accessible experiences.

 Back row from left to right: Justin Koontz, Zach Shivers, Leon Smith, Benjamin Weiss, Doug Anderson,

Lindsay Pontius, Mary Longey. Front row from left to right: Abbey Plankey-Smith, Lisa Mitchell, Ellie Friml, Erin Jones-Poppe

left to right: Benjamin Wood, Christiana Hodges, Barney Hodges, Pike 
Ladago, Blake Harrison and Headley Turner

Cider, Donuts, Apple Pies, 12 varieties of  
eco-certified apples grown on our beautiful ridge 

with views of the Green and Adirondack mountains.  
Come pick, check out our farmstand and take  

a stroll through the orchard!

Follow us on Instagram/Facebook  
@SUNRISE_ORCHARDS

Thank you to our wonderful, 
hard-working staff and our 

devoted customers!  
Despite the late season frost and more than 

enough rain, our apples are ripening and 
the orchard is lush and alive and we’re busy 

getting ready for the fall harvest season. 
We’re excited to welcome you to the farm!

Saturday
August 19th

OPENING 
DAY

PICK YOUR OWN
AND FARM STAND

OPEN DAILY FROM 9-5 THROUGH THE END OF OCTOBER.
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PROGRAMS
Home Care

Hospice Care & Palliative Care
Maternal-Child Health

Choices for Care / Long Term Care
Addison County Outpatient Therapy

Wound Care
IV Therapy

Private Duty
Telemonitoring

Volunteer

You’ll f nd us where you need
us most - at home with you

(802) 388-7259 www.achhh.org

toll free (800) 639-1521  PO Box 754, Route 7 North Middlebury, VT 05753

Our dedicated, wonderful group of professionals continues 
to provide the residents of Addison County community 

with quality health care at home. Contact us when you need 
Private Duty Services, Skilled Nursing Care, Hospice Care, 

Therapy Services, and more.

70 Court Street, Middlebury, VT 
802-989-7522 

champlainvalleyproperty.net   |   cvpropnf@comcast.net

Nancy Foster who leads the team has been a top producing 
Broker in Addison County for years. She is a graduate of 
Middlebury Union High School,  UVM and earned a Master’s 
Degree in History. She is the mother to 3 daughters who are all 
married. Nancy’s husband Robert is a dairy farmer and composter 
who makes MOO DOO Products. Nancy enjoys working with 
both Buyers and Sellers on all aspects of real estate.

Diana Berthiaume, has been assisting home buyers and 
sellers since 2006 and is well versed in the selling and buying 
process. She is proud of her ability to make the process a stress 
free and enjoyable adventure.

Brenda Jaring who is the administrative assistant in the office 
is also the Weybridge Town Clerk. She was born and raised in 
Vergennes, and loves calling Addison County home. She also 
loves spending time with her three children and  grandchildren. 

John Snyder-White graduated from the University of 
Maine with a BA in History and Political Science. John 
grew up in Middlebury. As Addison County’s sole Green 

Designated agent, John enjoys helping Buyers looking for 
energy effecient homes, and Sellers market the unique 
energy efficient properties.

Heather Foster-Provencher, the newest member of 
our team, has been around the Real Estate industry 
the majority of her life, as she is the eldest daughter of 
Nancy Foster. Heather passed the exam to be a Broker this 
spring. For the last 20 plus years she has helped run Foster 
Brothers Farm Inc. and Vermont Natural Ag. Products Inc. 
(Moo® compost products). She is very excited to work with 
people and help them navigate and accomplish their Real 
Estate goals.

January Stearns offers dedication and compassion in 
assisting both Sellers and Buyers make their real estate 
goals a reality. January lives in Cornwall where her family 
has been for 9 generations. She is a back yard chicken 
fancier, an avid gardener, helps manage her husband’s 
excavation business, and has a lovely greenhouse 
business which she runs with other family members.

Champlain Valley Properties leader Nancy Foster 
has been a broker for over 40 years. 

LOCAL ROOTS RUN DEEP & STRONG
Champlain Valley Properties is comprised of a team of professionals 

who know and love Addison County and our local region.

John, Brenda, Nancy, Diana, Heather, January

Tricia Allen, Kurt Broderson, Hayley Coble, Lynn Goldsmith, Chris Kirby,
Laura Fetterolf, Judy Holler, Royce McGrath

Also Shown: Dana Hart, Brie Patterson, Kathryn Laliberte, & Renee Ursitti

Ilsley Public Library brings people and ideas together to  
foster public dialogue, build community, and enrich lives

75 Main Street • Middlebury, VT 05753 • (802) 388-4095 •  ilsleypubliclibrary.org
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Doug DeWitt, *Shawn Oxford, Barbara Drapelick,
Roxy (the dog), and *Kris Pearsall.

Bristol Financial Services wants
to thank our clients for the trust

they’ve placed in us. 
We look forward to continuing

to work with you towards pursuing
your financial goals.

The team at Bristol Financial 
Services offers financial solutions 

for individuals and businesses.  The 
most important part of our job is 

to help people reach their financial 
objectives and help business owners 
with their financial strategies and 

benefits packages.

36 Main Street, Bristol, VT, 05443 
802-453-2378

www.bristolfinancial.com

*Securities and advisory services offered through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC member FINRA, SIPC.
A broker/dealer and registered Investment Advisor.  Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity.

 

19 Main Street in historic downtown Bristol

802-453-4065 • Toll Free 877-318-6116

We are dedicated to promoting the natural beauty 
and relaxed lifestyle of Bristol and Vermont through 
our comfortable rooms and suites, and the quality 

Vermont artisan products we carry in our store. 

Visit us at www.bristolsuites.com and  
www.vt-marketplace.com, or stop in  

Monday - Saturday 10:00-5:30,  
Sundays 10:00-3:00.

The Bristol Suites/Vermont Marketplace team: Seated left to right:  Niko Pruesse,
Patty Douglas, Sherry Gebeault, Shelly Cota. Back row: Mark Adams, Maria Hoaglund, 

Carol Wells, Tom Wells, Mary Blacklock, Lily Hinrichsen

Nancie Dunn Janice Steams

Lisa Pistilli Audra Ouellette

Follow us on Instragram @sweetcecily.  We post almost daily!

Chloe Clark

111 Maple Street, Suite 20 • Midd. • Vt. 05753
(802) 388-3600 • Fax (802) 388-3700

Visit our website at americanlandtitle.com

American Land Title, LLC. is owned and operated by
Janet P. Shaw, Esq. We have over 85 years combined
experience with real estate transactions and closings.

Our friendly and professional staff are committed to providing you
with quality services at competitive, affordable flat rates. Call for a quote!

Jamie L. Warner, Legal
Assistant/ Closing Coordinator

 In real estate since 2004
JLL@americanlandditle.com

Janet P. Shaw,
Title Counsel

Practicing law since 1986
JPS@americanlandtitle.com

Susan J. Santry,
Paralegal/ Title Insurance

In real estate since 1993 
SJS@americanlandtitle.com

You Think Interest Rates are High?!
Let us help guide you through this turbulent 
real estate market. We can assist you in purchasing or 
refinancing your existing Vermont home, providing title and closing 
services. Our focus is all of Addison County, southern Chittenden 
County towns, as well as the northern parts of Rutland County.

  Maple Meadow FarmMaple Meadow Farm  
WHERE THE EGG COMES FIRST!WHERE THE EGG COMES FIRST!

The Devoid
Family

Since 1946

At Maple Meadow Farm, the Egg may come first, but the family 
is paramount. And the Devoid family knows how to raise great hens to produce 
delicious eggs!
Get the area’s freshest eggs, maple syrup and more at the Maple 
Meadow Farm Store in Salisbury. Hours: Monday/Tuesday/Friday 8AM-Noon, 
Thursday 8AM-4:30 (closed Wednesdays and weekends).

The next generation!
Tucker Sheldrick, Graedyn Devoid, Griffin Sheldrick.

L to R: Kristin Ketcham, Niles Devoid, Virginia Deering, Chris Burpee, Jackie Devoid, Judy Nuceder, George Devoid,
Jennifer Devoid & kneeling David “Boots” Hansen. Not pictured: Lisa Bristol, Paul Clement

Maple Meadow FarmMaple Meadow Farm  • 518 Maple St., Salisbury, VT 05769  • 802-352-4241  • www.maplemeadowfarmeggs.com  • 518 Maple St., Salisbury, VT 05769  • 802-352-4241  • www.maplemeadowfarmeggs.com
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We help individuals, businesses, nonprofits, and municipalities with:

The Law Offices of

Carroll, Boe, Pell & Kite, P.C.
James F. Carroll • Kathleen M. Boe • Constance Tryon Pell • Kevin L. Kite 

64 Court Street, Middlebury, Vermont  •  388-6711  •  www.64court.com

• Commercial Finance 

• Commercial Transactions

• Corporate Law

• Nonprofit Organizations

• Employment Law

• Real Estate

• Civil Litigation

• Personal Injury

• Civil Rights Defense

• Municipal Law

• Estate Planning

• Wills, Trusts & Estates

• Trust Administration

• Probate of Estates

• Small Business Law

Peak View Eye Care

Call for an appointment.
OPEN Monday - Friday  8-4:45

802-877-2422
27 Main Street  • Vergennes

As a locally-owned eye care center, we take our time with
each patient and provide the quality care you are looking for. 

We accept many insurances
Medicare  •  MVP  •  Doctor Dinosaur  •    VSP  •  Green Mountain Care and more!

•  Top-of-the-line: Carrera, Harley 
Davidson,  Guess, DKNY, Flexon, 
Betsey Johnson & other high-quality 
brand name frames

•	Professional	fitting	with	proper  
selection of frames, and lens options 
for your prescription

• Emergency eye care services

Robert Austin, Optometrist
Lisa Norris and Nicole LaValley

Sargent Concrete & Construction, LLC 
Quality Work at an Affordable Price

Owner ~ Donnie Sargent
2232 S. Lincoln Rd., Lincoln, VT     •     802-453-6426

Offering Residential, Commercial & Agricultural Concrete Construction including foundations, slabs, retaining walls, 
decorative concrete, excavation site work and more.             

•  Nothing is too big or too small!  •
Sargent Concrete  Construction 

Quality Work at an Affordable Price

Offering Residential, Commercial & Agricultural Concrete Construction including 
foundations, slabs, retaining walls, decorative concrete and more.             

•  Nothing is too big or too small!  • 
Owner ~ Donnie Sargent

2232 S. Lincoln Rd., Lincoln, VT     •     802-453-6426
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Join the Middlebury team!
Maintenance and Production Positions Available

Looking to make your next career move to a farmer-owned organization that produces 

award-winning products?  Agri-Mark, Inc. the No�heast's premier dairy cooperative, is looking 

for talented team members to join our company.  We have multiple oppo�unities available 

and offer a comprehensive wage and benefits package for full-time employees.

 CabotCheese.coop/Careers or call us at 802-388-6731

Vergennes Partnership
As a Designated Downtown since 1999,

the Partnership continues to promote Vergennes 
as a great place to live, work  and play. 

www.VergennesDowntown.org photo by Caleb Kenna

Let’s get social:Let’s get social:
@VergennesPartnership@VergennesPartnership 

Ready to start or relocate your
business in Vergennes?

Let’s talk! Call 802.877.1163
or email: 

VergennesPartnership@gmail.com

Gevry Firewood (formerly Mountain Rd Firewood) has been serving 
Addison County since 2012. Upon the passing of owner Roger Gevry, 
his son and grandson, Matt and Ethan Gevry, took over the business 
and renamed it Gevry Firewood LLC (est. 2021). We offer premium 
quality hardwood firewood: green, seasoned, and kiln dried. Our mission 
is to deliver our friends, neighbors, and community with a quality and 

reasonably priced product available 365 days 
a year. Let Gevry Firewood LLC meet your 

needs, whether it be a summer campfire 
with your friends or keeping your house 

warm all winter. 

VT Route 22A Addison,VT Route 22A Addison,
VT 05491VT 05491

802-349-0699802-349-0699
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.comgevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

From left to right: Ethan Gevry, Gavin Gevry, Ashlie Gevry, Hadlie Gevry, 
Zeke Clark, Michael Davis, Mitch Clark (missing from photo: Matt Gevry).
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In 1972, Dave Cobb started Bristol Electronics as a Main Street storefront. 
Today, Bristol Electronics is a four generation installation business celebrating 51 years!

Thank you Addison County  
for your continued support 

And for making us your preferred  
solar and heat pump installation team.

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

When you’re ready for solar or heat pump
installation we are here for you!

Timber the office dog, Chris Blanchard, Dave Cobb, Stephen Cobb and the next generation to come.
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1396 Rte 7 South | Middlebury, VT      

 802-388-2500 
M- F 7:30-5:30, Sat. 8-1       

Distinctive Paint and Interiors has been part of the Middlebury community since 2005. We 
specialize in Color Consultations, Tile, Window Treatments, and Flooring. With our trained 
professionals we help you make the right choices for you, your family and your home. We pride 
ourselves on giving the best customer service possible and making your home projects and 
dreams come true. 

JEN DOANE, NEW OWNER & CONNIE CARROLL, FORMER OWNER

CURBSIDE SERVICE
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

10:30-7PM
CLOSED TUESDAYS

FEED LARGE 
CROWDS

802-388-3164
order online

WWW.GREENPEPPERSVT.COM

Open from 8:00 - 4:30 Monday - Friday
1 Washington Street, Middlebury • (802)388-2772

www.labergeinsurance.com

Laberge Insurance Agency, Inc.
Serving people since 1955

Laberge Insurance Agency, Inc. is a two time recipient of
the President’s Award of Excellence for exemplary service

and performance in representing Co-Operative Insurance Companies!

Conveniently located on Washington Street, Laberge Insurance Agency, Inc. takes pride 
in providing exceptional, local service to Addison County and beyond. Serving the area 
since 1955, we take the time to make sure you have the coverage that is right for you. 

Our dedicated staff of agents has been recognized for their achievements in production 
and profitability, customer service, community involvement and commitment to 
professionalism. 

Laberge Insurance Agency, Inc. represents many top-rated insurance companies, 
including the local Co-Operative Insurance Companies in Middlebury. 

Do the math: For your Homeowners, Auto, Life, Commercial, Farm and Medicare 
Supplement needs, LABERGE = INSURANCE. 

Call for a quote today, or better yet stop in and see us in person.

Bill Laberge Jim Laberge

Jennifer Dunbar Andrea Zeno Janelle Phillips

PUTNAM

MENARD&
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

BENJAMIN W. PUTNAM, ESQ.   AMY R. MENARD, ESQ.
JUDSON E. HESCOCK, ESQ.

ONE CROSS STREET,  MIDDLEBURY,  VERMONT   05753
802.388.7966  ~ WWW.PMLAWVT.COM

Real Estate Sales and Purchases ~ Land Use
Estate Planning and Probate ~ Elder Law

Civil and Business Legal Matters

PLC

Left to Right: Deb, Brian, Drew, Kate, Jake.

www.woodwarevt.net
Rt. 7 South   •   Middlebury   •   802-388-6297   •   Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sunday

Join today for access to:
Member Referrals
Networking
Business Advocacy
Digital Marketing
Educational Seminars and Mixers
And More!

The Addison
County Chamber
of Commerce
is proud to 
welcome visitors to
our new Visitor
Center and offices!
From this new space
we will continue working
for our membership!

49 Park Lane, Ferrisburgh, Vermont 05456
www.addisoncounty.com  |  802-388-7951
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Green Mountain Electromagnetics
219 Blake Roy Road, Middlebury, VT 05753

gme@gmelectro.com

802-388-3390

Green Mountain Electromagnetics, Inc., owned and operated
by Kyle and Judy Kowalczyk, is an electromagnetic-compatibility 

(EMC) and product-safety testing laboratory
located in Middlebury, Vermont since 1994.

Manufacturers can rely on GME for electronic products testing
and compliance assurance for CE, FCC, and Military standards.

For questions concerning EMC testing,
please browse our website at gmelectro.com.

Full Interior Design Service - Furniture - Home Decor - Fabrics - Window Treatments
Vergennes, VT - 802-877-3004 - kgcvt.com - design@kgcvt.com

Pam & Chelsea believe that good design should sustain a family as they change and grow together. It is 
their goal to listen to their clients and then offer inspiration and guidance to achieve the look and feel 
desired. Your home should be a reflection of who you are, and whether it’s new construction or updating a 
space, Pam and Chelsea are here to help you along the way with all of your interior design needs.

Keeping Good Company is a family  
owned Interior Design business that was started by 
Pam Carter and daughter Chelsea Audy. They offer full 
interior design services throughout Vermont.

smithmcclain.com 

Give. Advocate. Volunteer.
175 Wilson Rd., Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-7189

WWee  aarree  tthhee  UUnniitteerrss
UnitedWayAddisonCounty.org

We are committed to mobilizing the compassion
and  generosity of individuals and organizations
to improve lives and strengthen Addison County.

Front Row, L to R: Erin Reed (Development & Marketing Director), Sylvie 
Choiniere (Director of Advocacy), Celia Heath (Public Health & Advocacy Coordinator). 

Back Row, L to R: Gina LeBeau (Youth Coordinator), Amy Hoekstra (Volunteer & 
Donor Engagement Coordinator), Helena Van Voorst (Executive Director), Steve 

Williams (Director of Finance), Lee Bilson (Office Manager).
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Our staff looks forward to seeing you!

26 Seymour Street • Middlebury, Vermont

388-7166  •  fireandicerestaurant.com

COME FOR DINNER
Fire & Ice is serious about serving great food.  Paris is always happy to see you!
Our entire staff  looks  forward to serving you.  Come in the front door for our 

prime rib, hand-cut steaks and the freshest seafood. 
Enjoy a juicy burger, tasty wrap and

the best wings in town in the Big Moose Pub!

We thank you for your patronage.

AND BIG MOOSE PUBAND BIG MOOSE PUB

We thank all 
of the people 
that work to keep

 
a vital, ever-changing 
store on the Vergennes 
market place.

SWEET
 CHARITY

141A Main Street, Vergennes • 802-877-6200  • Open Monday 11-3pm, Tuesday-Saturday 10-4.
SweetCharityVT.com • info@sweetcharityvt.com

AN INTERESTING
RESALE SHOP

802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a designated agency brokerage.

One of your most important transitions in life
is buying or selling Real Estate! Did You Know...

Left to right: Dick Elkins, Nancy Larrow, Sean Dye, Susan Burdick, Cory Foote.

BHHS-Vermont Realty Group Vergennes Office at 86 Main St. Vergennes consists of 5 highly experienced agents 
who have lived in the local area most of their lives, ranging from Shelburne to Weybridge. Their wealth of knowledge of the real 
estate market and the Addison County lifestyle will serve your every need.

If you are looking for advice in selling or buying real estate in this fluctuating market, call or visit our website to choose the 
broker/ agent that is right for you. 

We are your Forever Agents always ready to answer your real estate questions and available 
to handle your real estate needs. Contact us today.

Find Sean Dye, Nancy Larrow, Susan Burdick, Cory Foote or Dick Elkins at: 
802-877-2134 or www.reVT4U.com.
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L-R: John Fitzgerald, Rock D’Avignon, Jim Fitzgerald, Larry Bailey, Jeremy D’Avignon, & William Mitchell.

Serving the Addison County Business Community
Telecommunications Sales and Service

Data Cabling and Fiber Optics
4107 Otter Creek Rd.  •  Addison, VT 05491  •  802-388-8999

EVERYONE DESERVES A 
PLACE TO CALL HOME

Back Row: Savanna M., Jessica M. Middle Row: Heidi L., Annie R., Ellie C., Frankie R. 
Front Row: Candy D., Nellie P., Chelsea D. Also shown: Tammy S., Keelan B., Dave M.  

Emergency Shelter • Community Food Program
Outreach & Housing Case Management

27 North Pleasant Street | Middlebury, VT 05753
(802) 989-8621 | info@chcvt.org | www.chcvt.org

middleburymiddlebury
frameshop & Gallery

656 Exchange St. | Middlebury VT, 05753

middleburyframeshop.com

802-388-6000
Follow us on  Follow us on  

Facebook Facebook 

New Hours into the Future?  Tues, Thur, Fri & Sat from 11 – 5pm 
We encourage you contact us by email: 
middleburyframeshop@gmail.com

  

191 Main Street, Vergennes   •   802-870-7341   •   RockersPizzeria.com

Traditional Pizzas • Sandwiches • Burgers
Salads • Appetizers • Desserts
Great Local Beer & Wine Space

Outside Patio, Dine-in, Takeout, Delivery

25 West Street
PO Box 388

Bristol, VT 05443
802-453-3818

info@larosesurveys.com
www.larosesurveys.comRon, Koby, and Kevin LaRose

We will assist you through the permitting process.

Land Surveying, Topographic Land Surveying, Topographic 
Surveying, Land Planning, Surveying, Land Planning, 
Septic Design and State & Septic Design and State & 

Local Permitting.Local Permitting.
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 Mark Raymond, Owner       raymondrenovation@gmail.com       388-0742

Mark Raymond and his small crew have been providing quality construction and general contracting 
services to homeowners and small businesses in Addison County since 1992. 

Whether it’s building custom cabinets, adding on to your home, or bringing new life to an old space, 
Mark can take your project from concept to completion. 
Call or email him today for a consultation and free bid. 

• KITCHEN / BATHS
• DECKS • ADDITIONS

• SIDING   • BUILT-INS
• DOORS/WINDOWS

FULLY INSURED

610 ROUTE 7 SOUTH • MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT
INFO@DropInBeer.com • DropInBrewing.com

Thank you for 11 Years 
of Drop-In Brewing!

Addison County’s independent 
& locally owned brewery.

Stop by the tasting room for world 
class beer, in a relaxed atmosphere.

Drop-In is home to the 
American Brewers Guild Brewing School 
Each year 50 individuals come to Middlebury to become 

professional brewers. In our 25 years, the ABG has 
trained over 3,000 professional brewers - There’s a good 

chance one of our alumni made your favorite beer.

BOARDMAN ST ,  MIDDLEBURY,  VT   •    802-388-9049

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1980

Pictured left  to r ight :  Todd, Paul ,  Joe,  Roger & Matt Desabrais 
A TRUE family business!

Offering a full service line of Auto, Home & Light commercial glass,  
including shower enclosures.

By SOPHIA AFSAR-KESHMIRI
PANTON — BJ’s Farm Supply 

in Panton is far more than what 
its name implies, according to 
owners Mikayla, 26, and Robert, 
44, DeGraaf. 

“Someone has said before, 
there’s not very many places 
that you can get your pet food, 
fishing rod, your bait, your grain, 
your steak and beer, and walk 
out the door,” Mikayla said. 

Not only 
do they offer 
a diverse 
smattering of 
this-and-that, 
the business 
is also 
committed to 
selling local 
goods. 

“A n y t h i n g 
we can get, 
as far as local 
goes, we try 
to get,” said Robert. 

“A lot of local meat, lamb, 
rabbit, chicken, pork and beef is 
all within five miles of here,” his 
wife added. 

And they get their quail eggs 
from even closer than that; 
They have a coop for their avian 
employees right out their back 
door.   

The store didn’t always offer 
such a wide array of goods and 
services it’s evolved quite a 
bit since 1988, when Robert’s 
parents opened the business. 

“We used to be a True Value 
(brand) hardware store,” he 
explained. The store then 
transitioned to more of a 
“general store” as the number 
of local farms diminished and 
the remaining farms began to 
opt for supplies to be delivered 
to their doors, even as those 
necessary supplies began to 
change. 

Mikayla said the store’s 
present-day offerings often 
prompt customers to say BJ’s 
is so much more than farm 
supply, and while the store’s 
name might be confusing to 
some (and they’ve considered 
changing it), their wide 
selection sets them apart, while 
keeping a strong, local identity.

Robert said their namesake, 
which has been around since 

the store’s 
inception, is a 
piece of town 
history the 
couple wants 
to preserve. 

“We like the 
history of the 
farm supply 
(and what it 
means to the 
community), 
so at this point 
we’re gonna 

keep it ‘Farm Supply,’” said 
Mikayla. 

Robert and Mikayla officially 
became store owners at the 
start of 2022. Robert, however, 
had taken on the bulk of the 
responsibility of running the 
business in 2018, and the 
couple stepped up to run it 
through the pandemic — a time 
when area residents preferred 
to stay as local as possible 
when shopping. 

“Locals didn’t want to go 
anywhere,” said Robert, “so 
they rediscovered the store,” 
added Mikayla. 

Mikayla said taking on the 
store full time and dealing with 
the pandemic was a hectic time 
for the couple, but added it only 
became more-so when their 
family grew from two to four. 

Just inside the front door, 
there’s a bassinet for their two 
sons, a two-year-old and a six-

month-old, who they bring to 
the store every day.

Mikayla says she’s getting to 
live her dream by having them 
around.

“That was definitely my 
dream, growing up was to 
always be a mom and to always 
have my kids with me,” she 
said. “Whatever I was doing, I 
wanted my kids to be able to be 
with me.”

Her customers have enjoyed 
their presence too. On the day 
we spoke, she said a customer 
had come in earlier just to sip 
some coffee and visit with the 
baby.   

These interactions are the 
couple’s favorite aspect of 
running the business. 

“It’s just getting to know 
everyone. Honestly, I think my 
favorite part is the fact that they 
become like family,” Mikayla 
said. “There are all these aunts 
and uncles that come and hang 
out and chit chat. And I love 
that, I get to work next to my 
husband and have our kiddos 
with us.”

“And there’s the opposite side 
of that,” Robert said, “where we 
have a seasonal group of people 
— Basin Harbor, Button Bay, all 
of that little network — some 
of whom we’ll never see again. 
But (the regulars) still come 
back every year and grab their 
necessities. So we have our 
core locals that keep us open 
from December to March, and 
then we have our new people 
come in every summer.”

All-in-all, the couple said, the 
customer base is a relatively 
tight local community with 
an interesting and fun mix of 
seasonal visitors throughout 
the summer — a clientele the 
store tries its best to cater to 
with its eclectic mix of goods.

 BJ’s Farm Supply in Panton is so 
much more than a hardware store

ROBERT AND MIKAYLA DeGraff said they have considered changing the name of their general store — BJ’s 
Farm Supply — to more closely reflect the wide selection of items at their Panton business but they have tabled 
the idea because of the history of the original name.

“Someone has said before, 
there’s not very many 
places that you can get 
your pet food, fishing rod, 
your bait, your grain, your 
steak and beer, and walk 
out the door.”

— Mikayla DeGraff
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ACCT has been preserving and creating 
affordable housing since 1989. Our 
mission is to ensure that residents 
of Addison County have access to a 
safe, affordable place to call home. 
We currently own and manage over 
700 units of permanently affordable 
housing,including multi-family 
apartments, mobile home parks, and 
single-family homes.

We also provide “Support and Services 
at Home” (SASH) to help nearly 200 
residents of ACCT senior housing and in 
surrounding communities age safely at 
home.

Visit us online at:
www.addisontrust.org

Braces and Invisalign for Children & Adults
Creating Beautiful, Healthy Smiles!

Associates in Orthodontics is a family oriented practice providing the highest 
quality of orthodontics in a friendly and fun atmosphere for over 50 years. 

We treat all ages from early childhood to senior citizens, using conventional 
metal braces, Invisalign and ceramic braces. As a service to the community, we 
provide complimentary initial exams. Please feel free to call for an evaluation.

Dr. Jeff Blasius

Dr. Zach Librizzi

Dr. Ted Librizzi

170 Middle Road North, Middlebury, VT
802-388-2222 • 800-750-1000 • www.vtbraces.com

Left to right we are Ally Senna, Elyse Cousino, Miranda Tucker,
Laurie Pratt, Miranda Sampson and Laura Belden.

Associates in Orthodontics

1786 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
M-F 7am - 3 pm

24/7 Pager Service
802-388-2296

Air Conditioning:
Service - Troubleshoot  •  New Installation of Heat Pump A/C Units

Heating & Plumbing Services: 
New Installations – Boilers, Furnaces, Water Heaters  •  Service - Troubleshoot

We are there when you need us!

Mike Jackman, 51 Years Experience 
David Wimett, 38 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 10 Years Experience

2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

AFFORDABLE, SAFE
& RELIABLE USED CARS

AND TRUCKS
We also buy cars, 

locate specialty orders 
& consider consignments 

Call Dave for an appointment

Wimett Trading Company in Leicester Vt.

Need a car?Need a car?
Who can you trust?Who can you trust?

Thanks from our staff!

Seth Clifford, Terry Racine, Richard Bird, drivers; Mark Grant, Sales Manager; Bob Lamica, Sales and 
driver; Mike Jackman, Sales; Sara Stevens, Sales; David Wimett, Owner.

Missing: Casey Sue Thompson, River Hardt, and Landon Kean, Car Detailing.

Our thirteenth year serving our customers clean, reliable and 
affordable cars and trucks.

No pressure, no document fees, straightforward information without            
the hassle.

We are also happy to pay you top dollar for your clean late model cars       
and trucks.

David Wimett, Mark Grant, Mike Jackman, Sara Stevens, Bob Lamica, Dick Bird, 
Casey Sue Thompson, Terry Racine, Seth Clifford, River Hardt, Landon Kean

Pick-your-own apples, fresh-pressed cider, handmade cider donutsand so much more!

www.woodmanhillorchard.com • (802) 877-6686 
175 Plank Rd., Vergennes, VT

Great service for your vehicles– 
quick turnaround, affordable prices!

Give us a call today at 802-388-7617 to schedule an  
overall check-up for your vehicle, or for specific service work.

Route 7 South, Middlebury (next to Rosie’s)

Pictured from left to right: Dillon Hunt, Chelsea Johnson and Damon Pelkey, owner.

• Brakes serviced or • Brakes serviced or 
   new ones installed   new ones installed
• Complete oil and fluid    • Complete oil and fluid    
   changes   changes
• Complete chassis • Complete chassis 
   lubrication   lubrication
• Automotive belt • Automotive belt 
   services   services
• Cooling system services• Cooling system services
• Complete lighting • Complete lighting 
  services  services
• Car wash service • Car wash service 

Owned and
operated 

independently
since 2007!
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Fine Homebuilding • Expert Renovations • Custom Woodworks 

802.989.7677
46 River Road, New Haven, VT

Silver Maple Construction, with more 
than 17 years of innovation and 

collaboration, we are one of Addison 
County’s premier builders and we 

proudly employ over 60 community 
members. Now happily housed in 

our newly renovated offices.
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(802) 453-3911
61 Pine St. Bristol, VT 05443  |  www.mchvt.org

Your Town - Your Care!
Medical • Dental • Substance Use Disorder • Behavioral Health • School-Based Care

Mountain Community Health strives to strengthen the health of our communities and neighbors with our broad-based services 
that include preventive care, dental care, mental health services, and primary care.  We provide care with skill, compassion, and 

respect.  We lower the barriers to affordable care with our sliding scale fee program.

Administration staff: Martha Halnon (CEO), Laura B.,
Greg MacDonald (CFO), Faith W., David McClellan (IT Manager), 

Bailey H. Not pictured: Gwen D., Jim Kirby (Facility Manager),
Lori S., Ben S.

Clinical Staff L-R: Monique T.; Bridget Preston (Nursing Manager), 
Chelsea P., Jordan R., Lisa R., Miranda B., Michele C.,

Danielle B. Not pictured: Marion A., Cathleen F., Therese G.,
 Elesha L., Barb L., Kelly O., Jacob Z.

Dental Staff L-R: Kaylee LeCompte (Dental Director), Hannah L.,
Louise B., Megan M., Dr. Darrell Ginsberg. 

Not pictured: Allison R., Monique S.

Providers: Kate LaMancuso MD,
Jennifer Wisdom-Behounek, MD  (Medical Director), Brian Bates MD. 

Not pictured: Melanie Connah MD, Lindsey Coward NP,
Suzanne Germain NP, Tonya Howard NP, David Turner MD,

Deborah Wachtel NP, Lindsay White NP.  

Support Staff: Audrey D. Roxanna Fucile (Practice Manager),
Amy Kittredge LADC/LCMHC, Lisa F., Sarah H., Courtney T., Starr B. 

Christine F.   Not pictured: Charlie Biss LCSW, 
Stephanie Gall RDN, Tim Lyman LADC

Medical Hours: 
M, W, Th, F: 8:00-5:00

Tue: 7:30-5:00
Sat/Sun: Closed

Dental: Hours:
Mon/Thu: 8:00-5:00

Tue/Wed/Fri: 7:30-4:00
Sat/Sun: Closed



PAGE 2C — Addison Independent, Thursday, July 27, 2023 • PROFILES

A Partnership Approach to Care
Consider us your partners in care, working together for you 

and your child’s physical and emotional well-being.

Thank you

To our

incredible

providers,
sTaff, and

paTienTs!

• We are friendly to complementary approaches to 
treatment

• Specializing in asthma care, school  problems, 
behavioral and developemental concerns, breastfeeding 
and adolescent care.

•Call to schedule a free prenatal visit.
• We accept new patients & most insurances

We realize that no one knows your child better than you – the parents.  Our goal is to partner 
with you to develop a plan to care for your child both in wellness and illness. Let us work with 
you in every phase of your child’s health care to bring out the best in every parent and child. 

Rainbow Pediatrics Patient-Centered Medical Home

802-388-1338   •   99 Court Street, Middlebury, VT

RainbowVt.com

Call us for Catering Services or
Grab a sandwich with us and a beer 

next door at Drop-In Brewery!
(Eat inside or on our adjacent patios.)

11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Tu, W
11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Th, Fri, Sa.

Catering available 7 days a week.

Located at 610 Route 7 South, in the building
with Drop in Brewing Middlebury, 802-382-8646

Charlene Potter, Sue Jenkins
 and Andrea Orvis

Also: Take-out lunches
and dinners for pick-up.

A great variety of sandwiches
and dinner specials,  and the

BEST CHEESESTEAKS anywhere!

Celebrating

17 years!

260 Court Street,Suite 3
Middlebury, VT

(former location of Olympia Sports)

www.Hare.dog    |    (802) 458-8060

HOPPY TO BE HERE!

Jason La Plant and Steve Cooley
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CVE PRESIDENT - Brian Carpenter | SALES; Wilson Korth, Fran Welch, Brian Crogan, Sam Berthiaume | PARTS; Jeff Randall, Chris St. Martin, Ann Ouellette, Lou-Bea Landon-Forbes & Loralee Spooner

SERVICE; Shawn Beeman, Lindsay Delisle, Chris Landon, David Deering, Dennis Benoit, Mirsad Ovcina, Pat Deering, Michael Winslow, Ben Miller, Jarod Richmond, Alan Shorkey & Willie Foote

Since 1970, Champlain Valley Equipment has been serving Vermont — providing the farm, lawn & garden, and light construction equipment you need to get the job 
done right. We strive to be a true partner when it comes to your Agriculture, Landscaping, Light Construction, Residential, and Recreational needs. We’re proud to serve 
the greater Champlain Valley, Green Mountains, Central Vermont, and the Northeast Kingdom, as well as the Mad River, White River, and Connecticut River Valleys.
From Sales to Service, Parts, Rentals and After-sale support, we’re a full-service equipment team motivated to keep you running. Our Sales staff lives and breathes our 
brands to provide you with an unbeatable experience when looking for your next piece of equipment. Check out our full line of new and used equipment, including full 
and compact-sized tractors, implements, and more.
Our Vermont stores are located in Middlebury, St. Albans, Derby, Berlin and Essex. Our Equipment line-up includes; Kubota, New Holland, Bobcat, Case, Krone, Kuhn 
Knight, Landpride, Great Plains, Polaris, Woods, Bandit, H&S, Ventrac, Jamesway, Stihl, Kinze, Manitou, Gehl and more!

453 EXCHANGE ST, MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753 | 802-388-4967 | CHAMPLAINVALLEYEQUIPMENT.COM

CVE MASCOTS - Bear & Nola Carpenter | CORPORATE STAFF; Steve Marshall, Andrea Warren, Michelle Hogaboom, Whitney Dragon, Jennifer LaRock, Cheryl Gordon, Janet Martin, Not Shown: Amy Smith & Josie Cone

We are a local financial advisory firm offering a full range of investment 
services including retirement income plans, workplace rollovers, college 

funding & business retirement plans.

We prioritize lasting relationships, equipping clients with the tools 
for informed financial decisions.

Community Investment CounselorsCommunity Investment Counselors
63 Maple St., Suite 25, in the Marble Works, Middlebury, VT 

Ph: 802-388-1357, Fax: 802-388-0345, email: office@communityinvestmentcounselors.com 
Investment Advisory Services offered through Capital Cities Investments, a Registered Investment Advisor

Financial planning through all stages of life
Portfolio Management  •  Retirement Income  •  Financial Education

Pictured left to right: Alison, Jake, Robert, Stuart, Wendy, George, Holly

From L to R: Zach Roberts, Katie Raycroft-Meyer, Mike Winslow, Andrew L’Roe, 
Maddison Shropshire, Adam Lougee (Not Pictured: Hannah Andrew and April Clodgo)

www.acrpc.org  |  802-388-3141
14 Seminary Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

Addison Country Regional Planning Commission serves 

the 21 towns of the Addison Region and provides assistance 

on a range of community development activities and issues. 

ACRPC provides leadership and technical expertise to 

encourage cooperative planning within and among the 

region’s communities and area-wide interests.
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Fiddlehead Family Health Care, PLLC
30 Mountain St.  •  Bristol, VT 05443  •  802 453-4696

Kim Farnsworth - administration; Nancy Luke - administration; Maghan Machia - Administration; 
Cooper - practice mascot; Marian Bouchard, MD

Efficient, individualized, proactive care via direct primary care model. 

Dr. Bouchard is a board certified family physician and is a diplomate of the American Board of Integrative 
and Holistic Physicians. She has practiced in this community for more than 25 years.

To learn more, visit: www.fiddleheadmd.com

Fiddlehead Family Health

163 Revell Drive , Lincoln, Vt.
802-453-4384  |  1-800-477-4384

www.lagvt.com

8

4

From left to right: Beth Erickson, Jenna Lossman, Steve Revell,  
Jeremy Revell, Linda Revell.

 The professional and technical staff of Lincoln Applied 
Geology, Inc., is prepared to serve your environmental needs.

WE OFFER:
Hydrogeological Evaluations • Contamination Assessments 

Remedial Engineering – Underground Storage Tanks
Ground Water and Soil Remediation Systems

Water Supply • Septic System Designs • Legal Support

Betsy

1984 - 2023

39

VERMONTSUN.COM Exchange St
MIDDLEBURY

Dedicated to the health & fitness of Addison County residents. Proudly offering 
a state-of-the-art facility for all to enjoy. Amenities include:

• 2 indoor pools
• 30+ pieces of Body Masters strength equipment and large free weight area
• 50+ pieces of cardio equipment, including treadmills, stair master and elliptical  
 trainers, rowers, bikes, and many other specialized trainers, in a well-ventillated,  
 temperature-controlled space energized by a rich stereo system
• 2 large group exercise rooms with natural light and mirrored walls
• Motivational group classes including spinning, yoga, power pump, aqua aerobics,     
 core training and senior fitness.
• Cross training fitness room with wall-to-wall mats and seven specialty bags
• Racquetball/basketball court
• Saunas in both women’s and men’s locker rooms
• Brand new health-promoting, full spectrum tanning booth
• Kids lounge
• Personal training

It’s never too late to commit to a healthier lifestyle — and we’re here to help! 
 

Original family ownership since 1985!

INSPIRATION  •  MOTIVATION  •  RESULTS

 

388-6888
Kennedy BroS
VERGENNES
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88 Seymour Street

 Middlebury, Vermont

802-388-7000  

or 800-639-7051

email: 

middlebury@bbinc.us“We Care” for your land and animals

We want to acknowledge and thank our employees: Kurt Anechiarico, Paul Audy, Kim Betourney, Donner D. Carr, Donner R. Carr, 
Jonathan Chamberlin, Skip Cray, Jesse Curler, Bruce Hallock, David LaFountain, Stephanie Napoleon, Tina Telgen, Ron Telgen, 
Evan Dale and Roger Waterman. 

40 YEARS

By AMELIA SEEPERSAUD
BRISTOL — Rocky Dale 

Gardens is not your average 
garden center. As owner Ed 
Burke describes it, the Bristol 
business is “a specialty nursery 
that offers an experience, not 
just plants.”

The immersive experience 
that Rocky Dale offers is what 
Burke believes sets his nursery 
apart. 

Located in a beautiful corner 
of Bristol along Route 116 east 
of the village near the road up 
to Lincoln, Rocky Dale serves 
garden enthusiasts both local to 
the Bristol area as well as those 
from the larger New England 
region. He prides himself on the 
fact that Rocky Dale provides 
“an unusual palette of plant 
material.”

The nursery and garden 
center sells a wide variety 
of plants — around 12,000-
15,000 flowering plants, trees, 
shrubs and more sold per year 
— on 5 acres. The grounds offer 
paths, barns and greenhouses 
for customers to wonder among 
and become enchanted by the 
plant life.

“We try to offer plants that 
are more difficult to find in the 
trade,” Burke said. “We really 
focus on a lot of woody plants 
and woodland plants that are 
harder to find.”

To keep Rocky Dale Gardens 
running is a collaborative effort 
among its 10 staff members. 

“It’s ‘How can I help you?’” 
Burke said of his team. “We 
delegate the work, we try to 
teach people how to do things 
correctly.

 “We hope it’s a learning 
environment and a caring 
environment. I find that people 
who are interested in gardening, 
who want to work in this kind 
of industry, tend to be really 
nice people. Everyone is really 
kind to each other, we all take 
care of each other. It feels like 
a family.”

Though he has owned and 
kept Rocky Dale Gardens 
running for nearly two decades, 

Burke was not the business’s 
first owner. Before him were 
gardeners Holly Weir and 
Bill Pollard. Weir and Pollard, 
originally from California, 
moved to Vermont in 1981 and 
ended up buying an old hobby 
farm that became what is now 
Rocky Dale Gardens. 

After 20 years of running the 
business, Weir and Pollard sold 
the business to Burke, who had 
started a landscape architecture 
studio in Minneapolis in 1985.

In 2004, he had heard about 
the nursery being for sale in 
Vermont and thought it was 
the perfect opportunity for him 
to be close to his family, which 
was what he really wanted 
at the time, while also doing 
something he’s always enjoyed.

“I went to school for plant and 
soil science and environmental 
studies and I’ve always worked 
with plants my whole life. And 
so, it was just an attractive 
idea,” Burke said. 

Running a plant nursery 
came with some unanticipated 
challenges.

“I have to say that running a 
nursery is very different from 
running a landscape business,” 
Burke said. “And I probably went 
into it with a lot of ambition but 
was quickly humbled by the 
amount of work it takes and 
how difficult it is to actually 
make a living in this business.”

Two of the biggest challenges 
he found were managing the 
living plants 
in the face 
of changing 
weather and 
managing the 
cashflow in 
the face of 
downturns in 
the economy. 
C O V I D - 1 9 
p o s e d 
a d d i t i o n a l 
challenges for his business.

“You can close your doors two 
or three days a week but your 
plants still need to be taken 
care of,” Burke noted. “It’s not 
typical dry goods inventory. You 

Experience beauty at 
Rocky Dale Gardens

ED BURKE, OWNER of Rocky Dale Gardens, welcomes visitors to the shop at the Bristol garden center and to experience the wonder of the place. 
Burke has owned Rocky Dale Gardens for 20 years and has turned it into an immersive plant experience for patrons. 

Independent photos/Amelia Seepersaud

can’t just shut the doors and 
wait it out.”

He said that advising 
customers on plants has 
become more difficult due to 
the increasingly unpredictable 
climate patterns. 

“Plants have hardiness 
zones,” Burke 
e x p l a i n e d . 
“ W h e n e v e r 
s o m e b o d y 
comes in and 
asks will that 
grow where I 
am, we have 
to ask them 
where they 
are. We have 
such wild 

winters, so it’s very hard to say 
this plant is very hardy in this 
zone. Because of the erratic 
weather, it’s made it much more 
difficult to garden.” 

Despite the challenges, 

over his almost two decades 
at Rocky Dale, Burke has 
managed to make a variety of 
improvements. 

“The gardens have needed 
a lot of work over the years,” 
he said. “I’ve made a lot of 
changes in the way things 
were laid out; we built a solar 
array, we’ve put up the arbor, 
and we’ve continued to make 
improvements.”

“Though we’re not organic, 
we don’t use any pesticides 
or anything like that. We’re 
very concerned about the 
environment. We removed 
invasive plants from our 
gardens, which the previous 
owners had planted. So, we 
keep an eye on that.”

Looking forward, Burke hopes 
to focus his efforts primarily on 
the gardens. 

“I’ll probably scale back on 
bringing in large specimen 

trees, things like that, and stick 
with the things we’re growing. 
Sort of like a piece of coal 

becomes a diamond. I’m trying 
to compress it to make it shine 
more.”

“Though we’re not 
organic, we don’t use any 
pesticides or anything 
like that. We’re very 
concerned about the 
environment.”

— Ed Burke
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Jackman Fuels Inc.
Propane • Ultra Low Sulfur Heating Oil & Kerosene

877-2661

205 Main Street, Vergennes • jackmanfuels.com

Providing Home Heating Fuel 
Delivery and Service 

to the Champlain Valley Since 1945

Locally owned
 Family

Business
From left to right: Jon, JT, Lester, Andre, Caleb, Hilary, Jim, Ben,

Adam, James, Jesse, Rogan and Joe.

11 Main Street, Suite B206
Vergennes, VT 05491

802-877-2300
www.landmark-financial.com

Our teamwork approach to personal financial planning starts and ends with your dreams
in mind. We start by understanding your goals, then recommend and help you

to implement strategies to achieve these goals. By continually monitoring
your financial situation, we help to ensure you remain on track. 

Your goals are the centerpiece of our recommendations and strategies.

Securities and Investment Advisory Services are offered solely through Equity Services, Inc. (ESI).  Member FINRA/SIPC, 354 Mountain 
View Drive, Colchester VT 05446  802-864-6819. Landmark Financial Services is independent of ESI. TC134497(0723)1www.middleburyeye.com

Comprehensive Eye Examinations  Comprehensive Eye Examinations  ••  Emergency Eye Care    Emergency Eye Care  ••  Contact Lenses  Contact Lenses
Specialty Eyewear including sports, sun, reading, progressive & computer glasses Specialty Eyewear including sports, sun, reading, progressive & computer glasses 

((802802)) 388-2811 • 91 Main Street • Middlebury, VT 388-2811 • 91 Main Street • Middlebury, VT OPEN OPEN 

M,  W, F: 7:45- 5:30 M,  W, F: 7:45- 5:30 

T, TH: 7:45-8:00T, TH: 7:45-8:00
@middlebury_eye@middlebury_eyewww.facebook.com/MiddleburyEyewww.facebook.com/MiddleburyEye

Forty years ago, Gill and Jeanne 
LaRoche opened Gill’s Place 

Boat Repair at their Salisbury home. 
Their son, Marc, joined the business 
28 years ago, and today they have 
expanded to selling and installing 
Hewitt boat lifts and docks, as well 
as servicing motor boats, ATVs and 
snowmobiles.  

Service, however, has always been 
the heart of their business. With 
more than 50 years of experience 
working on boats (Gill started in 
1970 at Vergennes Marine and since 
1983 out of their home in Salisbury), 
Gill has seen it all and knows boats 
and engines inside and out. Marc 
has also been working on engines — 
boats, go-carts and snowmobiles — for 
more than 28 years and has started a 
companion business setting up and 
taking down docks and boat lifts and 
doing dock work via his barge.

Along with their service and sales 
business, they also offer boat storage, 
featuring 78 covered spaces for winter 
storage, plus outside storage for boats 
not requiring shelter. Boat owners 
who have their boats stored at Gill’s 
Place also get their boats tuned up, 
washed and delivered in time for 
summer simply by calling at least a 
week ahead of expected delivery.

If your boat needs service or 
winter storage, give them a call. 

Gill LaRoche, right, has been repairing boat 
engines and working on boats since first 
starting at Vergennes Marine in 1970, while 
son Marc, left, joined the business 28 years 
ago. 

(802) 352-6603  •  olds56us@yahoo.com  • 1731 Upper Plains Rd, Salisbury

Since 1983
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AddisonResidential.com   |   802-388-7707

Find us online and follow us on Facebook and Instagram to keep up to date on all of our projects!

Custom Homes, Additions & Remodels   |   Residential Design & Engineering 
Pre-Fabricated Wall Panels & Framing Systems   |   Custom Cabinetry & Millwork

Jessie Riney, Josh Riney, David Wimmer, Jeffrey Gallott, John Wallace.

John Wallace
Owner & Graduate Gemologist

•

David Wimmer
Sales

•

Josh Riney
Goldsmith & Designer

•

Jeffery Gallott
Goldsmith & Designer

•

Jessie Riney
Sales

We specialize in the sale of accurately 
graded GIA certified diamonds at the most 

competitive prices in New England.

Our services include expert appraisals, repair, 
and the highest quality custom design.

Because we really love what we do, 
we offer our customers the best in 

service, quality, and value.

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

Since 1998, a full service jewelry store 
for Addison County

61 Main Street  •  Middlebury, VT • www.autumngoldjewelry.com        802.388.6788
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Thank You to Our Wonderful Staff and Customers
for Making FLORA Such a Great Place to Be
Staff Le to Right: Cat Chaput, Jamie Walsh, Taran Hopkins, Aidan Ryan,
John Berkey, Brian Deren, Shana Anderson, Skylar Maguire, Win Colwell
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Thanks to our customers for 15 successful years! 

And, thank you for your continued support and 
patronage. We appreciate everyone that is always 
thinking of us! 

Thanks so much, John & CarolynCarolyn Costello and John HamiltonCarolyn Costello and John Hamilton

802-388-3385  •  99 MAPLE STREET, MARBLE WORKS  •  MIDDLEBURY802-388-3385  •  99 MAPLE STREET, MARBLE WORKS  •  MIDDLEBURY

Extensive Menu...  
Daily Specials, Fresh Seafood, 
Take out Lunches & Dinners, 
 Fresh Salads & Italian Subs

Fine Wines...Fine gourmet specialties... 
direct from Italy: Pasta, 

Crackers, Coffee, Balsamic 
Vinegars, Baked Items

www.costellosmarket.comwww.costellosmarket.com

•  Tuesday - Friday 10-6  Saturday 10-5  Closed Sunday & Monday  •  •  Tuesday - Friday 10-6  Saturday 10-5  Closed Sunday & Monday  •  

ff

Over 50 kinds from Italy, 
Portugal, France, Spain, 

Austria & Australia

voted 
“Best Sub Shop 

in New England”
By: Yankee
Magazine

 

Your dreams are within reach!
Our expert team will help you navigate smoothly 
through any real estate purchase or sale — and 

ensure you end up with a smile on your face!

Follow Us!

802-388-0505 • 101 Court St., Middlebury, VT
 www.midvthomes.com

Cory Cheever – Realtor
 802-989-0859

cheever.cory@gmail.com

Bonnie Gridley – Broker 
802-349-8646 

 bgridleyvt@gmail.com

Judy Murdock – Realtor
802-458-7589 

judymurdockvt@gmail.com

Looking to see what your house is worth?
Call us for a complimentary Market Analysis today!

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home

• Reasonable Prices
• Quality Services
• Family Owned
• Advanced Planning  
   Available
• Traditional and 
   Cremation Services

Sanderson-Ducharme
117 South Main Street
Middlebury, VT 05753

388-2311
www.sandersonfuneralservice.comWalter J. Ducharme, Owner

Peace of mind is knowing your loved one 
never leaves our care.

The only on-site crematory in the area.

Your 100% Solar Powered Storage Solution in the Heart of the Champlain Valley

Keepin’ it cool, dry and secure since 2004!
VTCOLDSTORAGE.COM

We provide a variety of storage solutions for agricultural products, food, and non-food stock.
•    Refrigerated    •    Frozen    •    Dry    

•    Controlled Atmosphere apple storage    •    Fulfillment services    
•    Convenient location- loading dock, forklifts, and congenial folks!

We specialize in working closely with our clients to customize storage and related product 
and business needs, focusing on strong partnerships, efficiency and quality.

Please visit our website vtcoldstorage.com to learn more about our various storage 
options or contact us at: (802) 897-7400, info@vtcoldstorage.com.

3442 ROUTE 22A, SHOREHAM, VERMONT
CALL: 802-897-7400 • EMAIL: INFO@VTCOLDSTORAGE.COM

Pictured from left to right: Gregory O’Brien, Barney Hodges, Kurt Anechiarico
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MEET OUR TEAM!

PROUDLY SERVING THE
MIDDLEBURY & VERGENNES COMMUNITIES

MIDDLEBURY BRANCH
1 Court Street,
Middlebury, VT 05753

Insured by NCUA.

100 Panton Road
Collins Aerospace Systems
Vergennes, VT 05491

VERGENNES 

vermontfederal.org | 802.252.0202

MIDDLEBURY TEAM (L to R): Jennifer, Rebecca, Stacey,
Alyssa, Lyndsy, Deanna, Taylor, Brendan

VERGENNES TEAM (L to R):
 Deanetta, Macey;

Missing Shelby

NANCIE DUNN SHOWS off some of the wares at Sweet Cecily, her gift shop on Middlebury’s Main Street. The 
shop’s wonder-inspiring array of art and products made in Vermont and further afield is constantly evolving as 
Dunn hand-picks unique, unusual things that appeal to a wide audience.

Independent photo/Amelia Seepersaud

By AMELIA SEEPERSAUD
MIDDLEBURY — “It’s a general 

gift store and I think of it as 
the town’s gift shop because 
everybody shops here,” Nancie 
Dunn said of the store. 

Dunn, the proud owner of 
Middlebury’s beloved Sweet 
Cecily, opened the store 36 
years ago in 1987. Before 
opening the store, Dunn worked 
at the Vermont State Craft 
Center, formerly located in Frog 
Hollow Alley, as the gallery 
director. After working there for 
years, the building across the 
street had become available 
and she decided to open up 
shop there. 

“It was time for me to move 
on and spread my wings,” she 
said. “I did not want to have a 
gallery, I wanted to have a store 
accessible to everybody.”

Later, in the early 2000s, she 
moved the store to “the heart 
of Middlebury,” as the shop 
website states, at street level 
on Main Street where it still sits 
today. 

Patrons, both local and 
visiting, frequent the shop. “I 
have been incredibly fortunate 
that the day I opened my store 
in 1987, it was a busy store. 
And it has been a busy store 
ever since,” Dunn said. 

The store has a wide range of 
clientele. “Lots of local people 
shop here, students shop here, 
parents of Middlebury College 
students shop here,” she said. 
“People that work at the college, 
hospital workers. So, I think of it 
as the town’s gift shop for that 
reason.”

Dunn’s shop is constantly 
evolving with a wide range of 
products being sold. Dunn’s 
goal is for Sweet Cecily to have 
something for anyone who 
passes through its doors. 

“We have inventory that 
is accessible, and hopefully 
wonderful, interesting, unusual 
for people to choose from,” she 
said. “You can buy a wedding 
present here, you can buy a 
handmade bowl, you can buy 
a compass for kids. It’s really 

a range of gifts. I try to have 
it be something for almost 
everybody.”

Everything in the shop is 
hand selected by Dunn herself. 
She has an eye for unique, 
unusual products that appeal to 
a wide audience of people and 
interests. 

“Sweet Cecily opened about 
35 years ago and initially I sold 
folk art,” she said of the store’s 
early years. “And that trend had 
its heyday then. When the trend 
of primitive work ended in the 
early ’90s and I moved my store 
up to Main Street, I took that as 
a sign to start selling different 
things.”

As an illustrator, Dunn 
naturally gravitates towards 
images that are colorful and 
unusual. “The prices are very 
reasonable and the things that 
I offer are unique, unusual, fun, 
and lovely.”

Dunn finds objects that 
appeal to a wide audience of 
people through a process that 
sounds deceptively simple — 

“by looking” — but that requires 
a lot of time and intuitive savvy.

“Sometimes people ask for 
things. Sometimes I see things 
online, sometimes there are 
new trends. I’ve spent a lot of 
time looking for new work,” she 
said. “Looking around, looking 
online, looking at catalogs.”

Dunn also strives to make 
Sweet Cecily an inviting place 
for everyone. “The warm and 
friendly ambiance is key,” she 
said. “I think the location is 
fantastic, we have a back porch 
overlooking the waterfall which 
is unbelievable. And we have 

wonderful inventory.”
Owning and running Sweet 

Cecily has been a source of 
great joy for Dunn as well as 
all who frequent the business. 
She explained that even during 
the COVID-19 pandemic when 
the store was closed, she found 
herself coming in every day 
anyway because she missed it 
so much. 

“I just want people to know 
how fun it is to have the store,” 
she said.

And even as Sweet Cecily 
has occupied its spot on Main 
St. for over 30 years, being 

one of the oldest shops in 
the community, Dunn said 
she intends to keep the store 
serving the community as long 
as she can. 

“It’s been an incredibly 
interesting, fun, fulfilling, 
wonderful life’s work here. [It’s] 
one of the oldest stores in town 
at this point. People depend 
on the store. I still have all the 
energy I’ve ever had to buy 
for the store and deal with the 
store,” she said, adding with her 
vivacious smile that she’ll be 
there several more years.

Sweet  Cecily knows what you want

74 BATTELL DRIVE, WEYBRIDGE VT 05753 (802) 388-2001 

VERMONT DAY IS SATURDAY, AUG. 5TH

Come by to see horse presentations from 10am-noon.  For full details visit: www.uvm.edu/morgan

Pictured from left to right:  
Gerry Kolaczewski, Sue Smithson, Zoe Sawyer,  

Van Powell, Reagan Bierman, Ryley Dubois,  
Margot Smithson, Maddison Baird, Jamie Maguire, 

Lila Barker, and Emily Baker

Be sure to stop by and grab 
tickets for this year’s raffle foal, 

UVM Fletcher!
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Owned and Operated by the MacIntyre family since 1943
213 Exchange Street, Middlebury • 388-9260 • 388-3014

49 COURT ST • MIDDLEBURY
- 24 Hour 

Card Access

213 EXCHANGE ST • MIDDLEBURY
- 24 Hour Card Access
- Diesel Fuel & Gasoline

The MacIntyre Family would like to recognize    
Frank Leggett for his 44 years of 
loyal service to the company 
and our customers!

Frank Leggett joined 
MacIntyre in 1979, just 
after serving in the           
U. S. Army. A Father and 
Grandfather, Frank is a 
lifelong Addison County 
Resident.

Thank you, Frank, for your 
tireless, professional service!

MAKING FRIENDS WARM IS OUR BUSINESS - FOR 80 YEARS!

FAMILY OWNED: 1943 - 2023

2562 Vt Rt 22A, Bridport, VT 05734  •  P.O. Box 112 Bridport, VT 05734
802-758-6888  •  valleywidevets.com  •  valleywidevets@gmail.com

Established in 1995 to provide medical and surgical services to 
food animals in Addison, Southern Chittenden and Northern Rutland counties.

• Embryo transfer services 
• Retail livestock supplies 

• Milk quality support 
• Dairy production and management consulting

Above L-R: Emma Cijka DVM, Elizabeth Martens 
DVM, Glen Cousineau DVM, David Rockwell 
DVM, Stephanie Bandoski DVM.

Left L-R: Nikki Normandin-CVT lab tech,
Krystal Ingwersen-Receptionist, Kim Miner-
Office Manager.
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296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT  |   802-388-1238

info@memorialsportscenter.org   |    MemorialSportsCenter.org

802-388-0209 

Your Local Building Supply Professionals Since 1930 • Goodro-Lumber.com

Monday-Friday 6:30am-4:30 pm
3255 Route 7 South, East Middlebury, VT
Corner of Rt. 7 & Rt. 116  (The former Middlebury Antique Center)

Brian Quigley brian@goodrolumber.net
 

Goodro-Lumber.com

Servin
g Addison County for over

93 YEARS!
PLUS! 

We make house calls.     
FREE DELIVERY

With the expansion into the new 
showroom, Goodro’s ability 
to be your full service design 
consultants will be enhanced. 
Our dedicated pros will help you 
visualize the end result of your 
projects. 

The new location includes: 
• Cabinetry and Counter Tops
 Featuring Cambria Quartz, 

Granite, Butcher Block, 
Soapstone and Laminate.

•	 Plumbing	fixtures

• Faucets and Toilets in stock

•	 Extensive	flooring

Contact Bernie today: 802-233-2345
www.advancedhearingofvermont.com

advancedhearingofvermont@comcast.net
Marble Works, 63 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

Don’t miss out
on the joys of life!

Bernie has almost 30 years of experience
as a licensed and certified audiology/hearing 

specialist, helping people stay engaged
with the world around them. 

You can try our hearing aids for FREE!
Testing • Cleaning • Programming • Batteries

Hearing aid sales and service 
Call today, or stop by the Marble Works location.

GAINES INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC.

Front row L - R:  Scott Gaines, Susan Ferland, Sheila Tourangeau 
Back row L-R: Susan Nelson, Billi-Jo Ouellette, Valerie Birchmore, Lew Castle

[Missing from the photo – Paula Wendel & Sadie our office cat]

154 Monkton Road Ferrisburgh, VT – 802-877-2878  
 www.gainesinsurance.com

Gaines Insurance Agency is a second-generation, family-owned insurance 
agency.  Our office staff consists of customer service representative Billi-Jo 

Ouellette, farm & commercial lines asst. Sheila Tourangeau, Scott Gaines agency 
owner, personal lines agents Susan Ferland, Paula Wendel, & Valerie Birchmore, 
and commercial lines producers Susan Nelson and Lew Castle.    Oh, yes, and 
director of pest-control, Sadie.

We offer home & auto insurance packages, comprehensive programs for 
farms and mini farms, small commercial insurance programs such as 

family restaurants, apartment houses, contractors, and bed & breakfast risks.  
We’ll gladly take the time to review your current insurance needs, not just sell 
you the same coverage at a lower price!  Our personalized service and many 
years of insurance experience can really make a difference for you.  Plus, you 
can call our office and talk to a live person, one that can answer your questions 
and follow-up with you as needed.  If you are looking for a great, customer-
oriented insurance agency, please give us a call and let us work for you.
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802-388-7620 Mon-Fri 8-5
countytirecenter.com

33 SEYMOUR STREET, MIDDLEBURY

Front Row- Jenn Morin, Steve Dupoise, John Chicoine,
 Kyle Dow & Jonny Armell

Second Row- Scott Brown, Gary Delphia, Ethan Delorme,
 Tyler Delorme, Bryan Andrews

Third Row- Kevin Pearsall, Steve Dupoise,
  Taylor Tanner &  Anthony Miller.

Missing Jarrett Kimball & Lisa Dupoise

    
For more than 40 years, County Tire Center 

in Middlebury has been one of the area’s
leading “under-the-car” specialists and

is your trusted source for all of your 
automotive and tire needs. This is 
a second-generation family-run 
business owned and operated by 
Steve & Lisa Dupoise.
     
Still in its original location, County 
Tire Center employs ASE-certified

 technicians and is constantly 
upgrading to accommodate the 

most current automotive technology 
and training.

      

Oldest Locally Owned & Operated 
Automotive and Tire Shop in

Addison County for more than 40 Years!

Tyler Delorme, hybrid qualified tech,
Steve Dupoise, owner

& Kevin Pearsall, hybrid qualified tech

In 1930 Harry and Mildred Goodro purchased a sawmill in East Middlebury, Vt.  The 
mill produced custom sawed Lumber primarily used for furniture; In 1950 Harry 

and Mildred started the retail building material business. Harry retired in 1969, leaving 
his son Rodney and sons-in-law Richard Perry and Wyman Thomas to operate the 
business. 

In 1983 another generation of Goodro offspring, brother and sister Mark and Cindy 
Thomas and long time employee Dennis Charron purchased the family business. 

Richard Miller joined as partner in 1985 and served until 2009. Sadly, we lost Denny 
when he passed away in 2009. Another chapter began when long time employees Ron 
Warner and Tim Comes partnered with Mark and Cindy to manage the business. The 
leadership suffered another loss with the passing of Ron in 2021.

The team at Goodro Lumber Company continues to offer great customer service, 
quality materials and lasting value as a proud third-generation family business serving 
Addison County.

Rt. 125, East Middlebury, VT 

802-388-4915
Goodro-Lumber.com

goodrolumber@goodrolumber.net
Monday-Friday 6:30am-4:30 pm

YOUR LOCAL BUILDING SUPPLY PROFESSIONALS SINCE 1930

We are proud to offer local expertise from our knowledgeable employees for all your building needs.

93 YEARS!
Servin

g Addison County for over
Since
 1930
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MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT | (802) 458-8999  

BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR IN-HOUSE FINANCING.

• KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGN
• TUBS, TOILETS, FAUCETS, ETC

• OUTDOOR KITCHENS
 

• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
• HARDWARE & MORE!

CONNIE AND BRAD ARE READY 
TO HELP YOU MAKE THE KITCHEN 
OR BATH OF YOUR DREAMS INTO 

A REALITY! VISIT THE INSPIRATIONAL 
KITCHEN AND BATH SHOWROOM IN 
MIDDLEBURY WHERE THEIR DREAM 
TEAM WILL WORK WITH YOU TO 
CREATE THE SPACE YOU WANT 
INDOORS OR OUT! THEY ALSO 
PROVIDE IN-HOME CONSULTATIONS 
WHICH HELPS IN THE PROCESS OF 
CREATING THE PERFECT DESIGN FOR 
YOUR SPACE. THIS TEAM IS TRULY 
THERE FOR IT ALL!

HERE 
FOR  
IT ALL!
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